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The Jain Center's incursion into Ellis Pond has been properly taken care of, according to
the Conservation Commission.
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ConCom happy with Jain
Center remediation plans

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

ConComConComConComConComConCom
Continued on page 9

Conservation Agent Holly Jones
gave the Norwood Conservation Com-
mission (ConCom) an update on the
progress of a violation fix by the Jain
Center in Norwood at the group’s Dec.
16 meeting.

A landscaper hired by the Jain Cen-
ter had taken logs and wood chips out
of the Jain Center’s Property and dis-
carded everything on Town property, es-
sentially right in Ellis Pond. The
ConCom felt at the time that since the
Ellis Pond had been so low and the land-
scaper may not have been familiar with
the area that only corrective action was
needed and not punitive action.

Jones said the pond has risen quite
a bit since then and hindered the clean
up, as much of the woodchips are now
underwater, and there has also been

some erosion around the property as
well. Jain Center representatives met
with the ConCom at the meeting. Jain
Center Arborist Sean Colber said that
hay bales and new vegetation have been
planted to stop the soil erosion problem.

“I will say it looks a lot better than
two weeks ago,” Jones said. “It’s much
more stabilized. There are three lines of
straw bales and straw waddles prevent-
ing erosion now. I had asked members
of the Jain Center to go check on the
area over the weekend knowing that we
would have heavy rain and they did. I
am much happier with the compliance
on the site and the remediation efforts
since the last time we convened.”

Colber said he felt the site was now
stable from an erosion standpoint.

Chairperson Stephen Washburn said
that while he is now seeing an accept-

Natalie Michel said she was inundated with support for her local initative to support
the Angel Tree program from Prison Fellowship.

COURTESY PHOTO

Well, not exactly out of hand. It’s
just that when Norwood resident and
NHS Alum Natalie Michel decided to
give back this holiday season, she had
no idea what kind of eventual impact
she would have on so many lives in
Norwood and the Greater Boston
area.

“I opened a flood gate I didn’t
know I was going to open,” she said
with a laugh.

Michel lives in Norwood and af-
ter volunteering last year decided to
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Staff Reporter

try something new.
“So last year I gave to the home-

less in Boston, more than 100 coats,
85 hats and gloves, toiletries and
socks and everything,” she said. “So
I was kind of like I really like this,
and so I decided that every year I was
going to give back on my birthday.”

 She said she heard about the
Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree pro-
gram from a friend at her church
group and decided to try it. The pro-
gram lines up gift givers with chil-
dren of incarcerated parents to get
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Continued on page 4

When giving gets out of
hand in Norwood
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Norwood artist wins Pontifical
Christmas art contest

This classic Christmas image will be adorning thousands of e-Christ-
mas cards this year, and it came straight out of Norwood.
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Norwood’s own Frederick
Elhayek from Saint Catherine
of Siena School was one of 24
winnters of the annual National
Missionary Childhood
Association’s (NMCA) Christ-
mas Artwork contest.

According to NMCA Direc-
tor of Programs and Develop-
ment Maureen Heil, the contest
had about 10,000 applicants
this year. Each piece of artwork,
which can be found at https://
bit.ly/3nNZFAd, was submitted
by a young person in the United
States for consideration to be
greeting cards for Christmas
celebrations around the world.
These pieces can then be sent
as E-greetings to anyone a po-
tential sender would want, just
by clicking on the image.

Heil said the program
started more than 30 years ago,
"as a follow up to our members
selling Christmas seals, door-
to-door to earn funds for Catho-
lic missionaries who work with
children under the age of 14.
These seals always had reli-
gious/Christmas themed art-
work on them and the National
Office decided that it would be
fun if our members’ artwork
was represented on the seals. As
the program lost some of it
popularity, we pivoted  to mak-

ing the artwork in to Christmas
Cards.”

Elhayek said it took him a
few days to create the piece.

“Had to redo it like five
times,” he said. “Since it was
Christmas and Jesus’ birth is the
reason for the holiday, I picked
baby Jesus in a manger and the
star, to show where Jesus was
born. I heard about the Christ-
mas Star coming in December.”

Elhayek said he felt really
good knowing that so many
people were going to see his
work.

“We received the cards re-
cently and I like them,” he said.
“I feel famous when I see

people using my cards. I sent
my cards to my grandparents in
Lebanon and all my friends
here. They all loved it.”

Elhayek created the piece
when he was in the third grade
last year. He said a usual, non-
pandemic Christmas is filled
with family, celebration and
going to mass to celebrate the
season. He said the Town of
Norwood and its residents
makes it extra special.

“We love Norwood, and
they have nice festive celebra-
tions that we all enjoy attend-
ing,” he said.
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Continued on page 3
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Boston Executive Helicopters should now be able to operate as a fixed-base operator at the Norwood Me-
morial Airport.
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NAC votes to accept and sign
BEH lease, with conditions

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Norwood Airport
Commission (NAC) voted
unanimously at its Dec. 16
meeting to accept the leases
from Boston Executive Heli-
copters (BEH) for the DC-3
Apron and the West Apron re-
spectively.

The acceptance may be
the f inal  chapter in the
Norwood Airport BEH saga,
as the entity has been fight-
ing legal battles with the
Town of Norwood to become
the Norwood Memorial
Airport’s second fixed-base
operator (FBO) for about 10
years in several lawsuits dur-
ing which BEH has stated it
does not feel the Town has
given it a fair chance at be-
coming an FBO. BEH
claimed the Town was giving
the airport’s  other FBO,
Flightlevel, special treat-
ment.

The legal battles culmi-
nated in a settlement agree-

ment that both parties agreed
to last year, but BEH claimed
the lease Norwood offered af-
ter the settlement agreement
had encumbrances on the
West Apron and the DC-3
Apron that would effectively,
they claimed, make it impos-
sible to operate as an FBO.

The signing of these two
leases means that BEH can
finally move forward as an
effective FBO.

NAC Member John
Corcoran said during the
most recent meeting, how-
ever, he had some problems
with the plans presented by
BEH after representatives
from the companies signed
the lease. The two aprons are
slated to be used for fueling,
parking and taxiing,  and
Corcoran said BEH was re-
quired to submit a one-page,
engineering-scaled plan on
where tie downs would be
placed for fixed-base operat-
ing aircraft and where tie
downs would be for transient
aircraft.

“At this time we’re oper-
ating with 27 pages of differ-
ent drawings, none of which
were engineered scaled draw-
ings of the property,” he said.
I do want to have the lease
signed; I think we do need to
move forward here, so long
as there is a side note that we
get the scaled engineered
drawings that are labeled.
Not just Google Earth pic-
tures. That’s my one concern
or hesitation about this, but I
don’t think it will stop the
signing of the leases.”

NAC Chair Mark Ryan
pointed out this is a require-
ment of the original lease, not
a condition of signing the
lease.

“There was a large file of
27 plans filed that we felt
were not necessary,  one
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Continued on page 4
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We all know the
tough guy…or girl

OPINION
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would be sufficient and it
would probably cover the
DC-3 and West Aprons re-
spectively,” he said. “We
look forward to getting that
plan that  shows the t ie
downs, which ones are tran-
sient and which are for fixed
aircraft. Also just to have a
title box so we can reference
it in the future.”

The original FBO was
granted after an extensive

Norwood Airport continued from page 3
court case in U.S. Federal
Court at the Joe Moakley
Courthouse in Boston. The
original July 2019 settle-
ment granted BEH $750,000
from the Town, negate any
question of easements for
BEH competitor and current
FBO Flight Level, and allow
oversight from BEH while
the NAC produces a correc-
tive action plan to stop fur-
ther problems at the airport,

as dictated by the Federal
Aviation Administration’s
(FAA) Part 16 Complaint
process.

The Town also had to go
through the Federal Aviation
Administration’s process for
fixing a Part 16 complaint,
which found that  the
Norwood had not treated
BEH equitably and fairly in
its pursuit of becoming an
FBO in at the airport.

Gift Angel continued from page 1

them the gifts during the holi-
day season they might not oth-
erwise receive. She said origi-
nally she was lined up with 21
children, but by the end of the
process she had received funds
to purchase for many more
kids. She wound up wrapping
and delivering 180 gifts to 90
different children in the region,
many of whom were outside
the original Angel Tree pro-
gram she started with.

She said it started out inno-
cently enough.

“Angel Tree asks you  how
many kids you think you can
handle and then they’ll give
you the inmate’s information,
which is either their parent or
someone in their family, the
caregiver’s information  –
where the child is right now –
and then the inmate’s child or
children,” she said.

Michel said she then had to
contact all parties to make sure
everyone involved is okay with
the program, as how families
feel about each other in these
circumstances can be volatile,
to say the least. But when it
was all said and done, she had
her families to start
fundraising and purchasing
gifts for and what gifts each
child would like.

“Once I had everything es-
tablished, I ended up posting
on social media. I didn’t even
contact any friends,” she said.
“I was going to put it up and
see if anyone would like to
give without me putting pres-
sure to my friends and family.
As soon as I put it up on my
Instagram, those kids were
gone in a matter of hours.”

Michel said she started a
chart and used the Angel Tree

model to open it up to those in
need in the Norwood commu-
nity.

“So many friends and fam-
ily and friends from out-of-
state and Norwood residents
wanted to help,” she said. “I
was like ‘oh shoot, I don’t have
any more kids.’ I just didn’t
expect to have the number of
supporters I had.”

Michel said she then found
more and more families in
need and supporters who
wanted to help.

“It was really overwhelm-
ing,” she said. “I was in the
middle of school, like finals,
I’m also a nanny, and then I
have a personal life too. It was
a lot.”

The Norwood community
stepped up however, to a point
that Michel had to give some
gifts and wrapping away to
make room.

“You don’t want to know
what the community brought
to my house,” she said laugh-
ing. “It took over my whole
living room and I had to start
giving some away. It was in-
sane, I was like ‘I look like
Ocean State Job Lot.’ It’s so
bad.”

Michel said, however, it
was a sobering realization
when she found more and
more residents in Norwood in
need. She said only a handful
of her non-Angel Tree children
came from out-of-Town.

“Just witnessing how many
people are in need that we
don’t know about and you
think, Norwood, I’ve lived
here almost all my life,” she
said.  “You wouldn’t think
Norwood, it’s not an affluent
town like Wellesley, but you
wouldn’t think people are
broke. Just everybody’s hurt-
ing and you’re hearing all
these stories and you’re just

like ‘wow.’”
Michel said you never ap-

preciate the need until you ask.
People are not going around
asking for help, and to make a
difference you have to look for
the need. Unfortunately, you
don’t have to look that hard to
find so many in need of help
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“I just want people to know
this is not over just because we
got people Christmas gifts and
the food pantry is giving
people food,” she said. “We
don’t realize how many people
are getting kicked out of their
homes. Just so many stories of
kids going to school with no
coats.”

Michel said as she delved
deeper and deeper into the
community, the ongoing need
was made ever more apparent.

“Covid has taken a lot from
people,” she said. “I didn’t
want Covid to take away
Christmas for kids, but I really
want and hope the Town of
Norwood starts stepping up
again. I don’t think it should
just be the food pantry. We all
need to start asking ourselves,
‘what am I doing for the com-
munity, what am I doing for the
people around me.’ Because
we won’t know people are
hurting until we ask. Your own
neighbor could have lost their
job or be facing foreclosure or
eviction and you don’t even
know. So I think people need
to step up and the whole con-
versation of asking people,
‘are you ok? Can I do anything
for you? Can I pray for you?
Do you need help? Can I do
anything for you?’ I think
that’s something huge people
really need to start doing.”

For more information on
Angel Tree, please go to https:/
/bit.ly/3aKHAzi.

Novena to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude Apostle and Mar-
tyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near Kinsman of Jesus
Christ faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in time
of need, to you I have recourse from
the depths of my heart and humbly
beg to whom God has given such
great power to come to my assistance.
Help me in my present and urgent pe-
tition. In return I promise to make
your name known and cause you to
be invoked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and three Glorias.
Publication must be promised. St.
Jude pray for us and all who invoke
your aid. Amen. This must be said for
nine consecutive days. This Novena has
never been known to fail.

—K.M.

You all know the tough guy or read about the tough guy or
watched a video of the tough guy on TV or the internet.  He’s the
guy who believes the Covid-19 virus is nonsense and orchestrated
by public officials for whatever nefarious reason to lull the unsus-
pecting public into a sheep like lemming state.  And to this guy the
“pandemic” is no more than mass hysteria over just another case
of the flu, easily eradicated by simply allowing the virus to run its
course.

We get it; you’ve done your research and can cite case study
after case study refuting all of the warnings from the “experts”
telling you to stay home, always wear a mask and maintain a social
distance for fear of risking deadly exposure.  You can easily, with-
out stopping to catch a breath, point out the myriad of hypocrisies
of said experts like Birx and Newsom and point out that Fauci was
wrong about this and that and how Cuomo caused hundreds of
deaths out of hubris.  And to sum up your argument about the death
count; “hey, most of them were really old or had pre-existing con-
ditions and so they would have all died soon enough anyway.”

The tough guy is the keyboard warrior telling everyone adher-
ing to protocols that they’re weak, cowardly and dumb.  The tough
guy is the one walking into public markets without a face mask,
telling anyone questioning him that it’s his Constitutional right to
do so, and “you better get that camera out of my face or I’ll mess
you up!”  He’s the guy who loves confrontation for the sake of
confrontation and welcomes the debate whenever and wherever
possible, preferably with a lot of people around to witness his ora-
torical splendor backed up with profoundly indubitable facts.

And you know what?  He may be right about everything.  Let’s
face it, there has been mistake after mistake made (remember when
it was considered faux pas to wear a mask before they were deemed
life saving?)  And there have been well publicized hypocrisies of
note by public officials and experts asking you to do as they say,
not as they do.  And it is true that many have died infected with
Covid but not because of Covid.  And no one can deny that public
edicts have been handed down that have destroyed or severely dam-
aged businesses serving the public, putting thousands out of work
without empirical data.  So how is the tough guy at fault?

He’s at fault because he has no respect for the process.  He fails
to realize that mistakes were made because there was no playbook
to rely on and that politics got in the way.  He’s wrong because he
fails to appreciate the fact that everyone who died due to or with
Covid were cheated of the last remaining days, weeks, months or
years they had every expectation of enjoying, the value of which
impossible to calculate by statistics or medical data, and he fails to
share the anguish or understand the anger of the loved ones left
behind having to listen to the tough guy constantly talking tough.

He chooses to ridicule those who suffer from fear based paraly-
sis instead of trying to sympathize, and fails to calculate the value
of offering his shoulder to lean on even if he doesn’t share the
same anxieties.

But most of all he’s at fault for recognizing that the current
federal, state and local officials handing down protocols are the
law.  They’re not geniuses; in fact most of them are far from it.  But
they have been chosen by the people to make tough decisions,
decisions they don’t want to be making and fully understanding
the consequences of those decisions.   Only history will determine
the legitimacy of each and every act made on behalf of the public,
not Monday Morning quarterbacks like the tough guy.

Yes, it is perfectly okay to question authority.  But the tough
guy should at least recognize there is a descent and proper way to
do so, and raging against the system through weak assed one man
demonstrations or furiously pounding out derogatory and non con-
structive social media rants is anything but heroic.  It’s mean and
insensitive.

All of us can do better in 2021, especially the tough guy.  Happy
New Year.

Correction
In last week’s Norwood Record, the story “Coyotes an

increasing neighborhood problem,” a quote from Norwood
Animal Control Officer Henry Cerqueira mistakenly read “It’s
a matter of firstly eliminating the food source and, you know,
people need to hate them.” The quote should have read “people
need to haze them.” We apologize for the error. Furthermore,
Cerqueira wants to be clear that there is no reason to hate an
animal for being whatever kind of animal it is and doing what
it does, even if it takes a beloved pet.
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Leah O'Leary gave it her all

Leah O'Leary

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 9

Norwood resident Leah
O’Leary passed away from
COVID-19 complications on
Thursday, Dec. 17. There have
been several publications of her
extensive obituary detailing a life
marked with accomplishments,
lasting connections and loved
ones left behind.

Obituaries are, by their very
nature, cold and standardized. By
their very nature obituaries have
a tendency to follow a script,
thereby making it seem like most
everyone followed similar paths,
and this is party true of Leah
O’Leary.

Leah’s son Russell Plato said
both his parents, Leah O’Leary
and Paul Plato (also deceased)
were strong-minded, caring indi-
viduals. After graduating
Norwood High School, O’Leary
went to Trinity College in Wash-
ington D.C. and then signed up to
serve as a Donut Dolly during the
Vietnam War.

“You know, we all knew who
she was,” Plato said. “She talked
with us about her time in the war.
It was definitely a significant ex-
perience for her and she thought
it important to share the details
with us. Both of my parents were
social workers, focused on child
welfare. Taking care of kids was
a core aspect of who they were.”

The Donut Dollies was a pro-
gram set up by the American Red

comprised of 627 United States
women – most of whom in their
early 20s – who volunteered dur-
ing the war from 1965 to 1972.
They were officially known as the
Supplemental Recreational Ac-
tivities Overseas program. Unof-
ficially, they were the Donut Dol-
lies, In actuality, doughnuts had
little to do with their daily duties.
The program originated as a mo-
rale booster, having mobile kitch-
ens come around serving dough-
nuts to service members. How-
ever, the doughnuts didn’t last
long, and shortly thereafter  all that
was left was Kool Aid.  But the
morale boosting continued, and it
was during this time that Leah met
her husband Paul.

O’Leary’s sister Martha
Angelo said O’Leary spoke
fondly of the time she spent in
Vietnam.

“She had a wonderful experi-
ence there, although she came
back very depressed, like many of
the people who came back from
Vietnam during those years,” she
said.

Plato said it didn’t dent her
sense of responsibility to the
world, however.

“Social justice remained an
important part of her life,” Plato
said. “It took different forms but
it was a common thread.”

Plato said she also did post-
masters work at the Heller School
at Brandies University toward a
Ph D. in social policy.  O’Leary
and Paul both worked in social

services until Leah retired to start
her own adoption agency, called
A Red Thread Adoption Service,
in 1999 and supervised field work
for students at Boston College and
Boston University.

Angelo said she and her sister
grew up in a household that cared
about the world, and she was
never surprised when her sister
would take up a cause.

“Our father was an attorney
and he practiced law like a social
worker and so we were molded
by those values from an early
age,” she said. “A trajectory of
caring for others for her just sort
of made sense. And she loved the
arts and the theater and she loved
people, I have to say, she was like
an Irish storyteller.”

Fellow Progressive Norwood
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Most Norwood offices will be closed
Most Town Offices will be

Closed to the Public December
28 - January 18  Norwood - Be-
ginning Monday, December 28,
we will be closing Town Hall to
the public for a period of three
weeks to comply with Governor
Baker’s recent orders, with a

tentative reopening date of Janu-
ary 19 based on COVID-19
numbers.

Consistent with most com-
munities in Massachusetts,
Norwood experienced a signifi-
cant spike in COVID-19 num-
bers after Thanksgiving, and we

are, unfortunately, expecting the
same with the Christmas and
New Year’s holidays. Closing
Town Hall and other Town of-
fices to the public will allow us
to have more employees work
remotely during this period,
which should reduce the spread

of COVID-19.
Although most Town offices

will be closed, Town staff in all
departments will be available
via phone and email. Here is
more information about each
Town building:

Town Hall – Town Hall will
be closed, but Town staff will
be available by phone and email.
Residents are welcome and en-
couraged to contact the Town
Hall switchboard at 781-762-
1240.

Council on Aging (Senior
Center)  - Effective Monday,
December 28th all indoor pro-
gramming will pause until Tues-
day, January 19th. Grab and go
lunch and the bus will continue
to operate. Staff will be present
in the building and available via
email or phone at 781-762-1201.

Civic Center – The Civic
Center will remain open to the
public. Residents may still con-
tact the Civic Center at 781-762-
0466. 

Public Safety Building – No
change in operations or hours.

Morrill Memorial Library –
The Library will be closed to the
public. There will be no patrons
allowed in the building, so no-
tary and passport services will
not  be available. Curbside pick-
ups will continue. Residents
may still contact the Library at
781-769-0200.

John J. Carroll Adminis-
tration Building (DPW) – The
DPW administration building
will be closed to the public.
DPW services will continue as
normal. Residents are welcome

and encouraged to call the
DPW switchboard at 781-762-
1413.

Airport – The Norwood Me-
morial Airport will be closed to
the public, but Airport staff will
be available by phone and email.
Residents may still contact the
Airport at 781-255-5615.

Norwood Light Broadband
(NLB) – The NLB building will
be closed to the public. NLB
services will resume as normal.
Residents are welcome and en-
couraged to call the NLB
switchboard at 781-948-1150.

Service Impact
The trash and recycling

schedule will not be affected by
these closures. However, the
trash and recycling schedule has
been affected by the holidays.
Please see the Town website for
more information.

Between December 28 and
January 18, residents and busi-
ness owners will NOT be per-
mitted to pay taxes, utility fees,
recreation-related fees, and
parking tickets in person. Taxes,
utility fees, recreation-related
fees, and parking tickets may be
paid online or checks may be
dropped off at Town Hall using
one of the two secure drop
boxes.

Police, Fire, DPW, electric,
phone, and broadband services
will not be impacted by the clo-
sure of some Town offices.

Residents are also encour-
aged to contact the Citizen In-
formation Center at 781-352-
2363 with any questions or con-
cerns. 
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I’m 66. When Should I Claim Social Security?
 Dear Rusty: I'd like to get

advice on when I should be-
gin taking my Social Security
benefit. I turned 66 in Octo-
ber of 2020.

Signed: Pondering
Retirement

Dear Pondering: Decid-
ing when to claim your So-
cial Security benefit is a per-
sonal choice which should
consider several factors, most
importantly:

• Your need for the money
at this time

• Your current health and
expected longevity

• Your marital status

Since you have already
reached your full retirement
age (FRA) for Social Secu-
rity purposes, you are no
longer subject to the “earn-
ings test” which limits how
much you can earn. So, work-
ing won’t  affect  your
monthly SS benefit amount in
any way. But it could influ-
ence your decision on when
to claim, because if working
enables you to delay claim-
ing Social Security until af-
ter your FRA, your benefit
amount when you eventually
claim will be higher.

In October 2020 you
started earning Delayed Re-

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social

Security Advisor

tirement Credits (DRCs) at
the rate of .67% for each full
month you delay past your
FRA. That means that for
each full  year you delay
claiming, your benefit will be
8% more. You can earn DRCs
until you are 70, at which
point your Social Security
benefit would reach maxi-
mum and be 32% more than
it would be at your FRA. But
delaying only makes sense if
you don’t urgently need the
money now, and if you expect
to enjoy at least average lon-
gevity (which is about 84 for
a man your age today). If you
delay until age 70 to claim,
your “breakeven age” (the
age at which you will have
collected the same amount of
SS money as if you claim
now) will be about 83. And
if you live longer than that,
you’ll continue to enjoy that
higher SS benefit for the rest
of your life, and you’ll col-
lect more in cumulative life-
time benefits.

A higher benefit at an
older age can be quite ben-
eficial to offset inflation and
is especially helpful if you’re
married and your wife out-
lives you. If you are married
and you predecease your
wife, she will get 100% of the
benefit you are receiving at
your death, if that is more

than her own benefit from her
own lifetime work record and
if she has reached her own
FRA when she claims her
widow’s benefit. So, for ex-
ample, if you claim now at
your FRA, your widow later
will get your FRA amount
when you pass. But if you de-
lay past your FRA to claim,
when you pass your widow
will get the higher benefit
amount you are receiving be-
cause you delayed claiming.
In other words, when you
claim your Social Security
benefits can, if you are mar-
ried, affect the benefit your
widow will get if you die
first.

So, the bottom line is this:
In deciding when to claim

your Social Security you
should consider your current
financial needs, your health
and expected longevity, and
your marital status. Carefully
evaluating the above factors
will help you to decide the
best age at which to claim
your Social Security benefits.

 This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the AMAC

Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation (NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any
other governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit our
w e b s i t e
(amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory) or email  us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

The Norwood Record and its advertisers assume no financial responsi-
bility for errors in advertisements printed herein, but will reprint, with-
out charge, that part of the advertisement in which the error occurs. No
part of this newspaper may be reproduced without the express written
consent of The Norwood Record Newspaper.
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able effort from the Jain Cen-
ter to rehabilitate the landscape,
there was definitely some room
for improvement.

“I feel like we’ve been ulti-
mately forgiving and under-
standing about this and done
our very best to work as a com-
munity and team to resolve this
issue,” he said. “But I was feel-
ing very underwhelmed with
the response, in particular re-
lated to the wood chips in the
water and I was disheartened to
hear that after such a lengthy
period of time was provided
there was not even a grassroots
effort made to remove these
chips. We are in a position that
if something was not done and
done soon, there could have
been a compromise to maybe
the water quality or water flow
or other erosion-related con-
cerns along that shoreline or

ConCom continued from page 1
embankment. I was relieved to
hear that there was such a sig-
nificant improvement to the site
with the latest visit.”

The issue was first brought
to the attention of the Conser-
vation Commission back in the
early fall. Colber said the site
will be checked four times a
year to make sure the vegeta-
tion planted and the rest of the
area itself has not been perma-
nently effected.

The ConCom also discussed
a problem with teens creating
bike paths within the Westover
Parkway greenspace inlet near
the George Willett School.
Jones said she originally
brought it up at the last meet-
ing, since the Town had re-
ceived some complaints about
the trail approaching a wetlands
area, but added that it had been
addressed.

“Truly the highlight of my
week last week was going to
meet with about 15 children
who were making a trail in the
woods by the Westover Park-
way,” she said. “We had gotten
some complaints, and the trail
wasn’t going into a wetlands
area yet, but it may have been
on its way there.”

Jones said after meeting
with the children and discuss-
ing the issues of wetland en-
croachment, they turned the
trail right away from those dan-
ger zones. She said they had
asked her for permission to cre-
ate a trail on the land so they
would be completely in the
clear of it, but Jones said it’s
not ConCom-controlled land.

“So they’re in the process of
reaching out to the Board of
Selectmen to get official per-
mission, but I’m confident
they’re not disturbing wetland
areas and I’m excited about
their biking so far,” she said.
“So it was a very fun last Thurs-
day afternoon meeting up with
these youth, who were probably
aged 10 to 12, in the woods.
One of my favorite potential

violations.”
The Commission also voted

unanimously to deny a confir-
mation of an order of wetlands
resource boundaries (also
known as an Order of Resource
Area Delineation [ORAD]) for
the applicants at 83 Morse St.,
83 Morse St. LLC.

The applicants were looking
to extend an order issued in
2008 and most recently ex-
tended in 2018 until Jan. 31
2021. Lawson & Weitzen Law-
yer Kristina Engberg repre-
sented 83 Morse, and said they
were looking to extend the or-
der until 2024. Jones said the
current owner purchased the
property in 2016 and has been
looking for ways to develop it
since then.

“They are interested in us-
ing this ORAD in doing so,”
she said. “I’m sympathetic to
the request in part because the
Neponset River flows through
83 Morse St. and it is largely
channelized in this area, which
means it’s not likely the wet-
land resource boundaries have
changed substantially since
2008, but ultimately I would
advise the commission against
extending the resource area de-

lineation. It has been used, con-
trary to the statement in the let-
ter, for many filings, including
and open project right now for
a  gas line installation.”

Jones said her main concern
is that the river is not
channelized throughout the en-
tire site and if there are areas
where the mean annual high
water line has changed since
2008, the Town and the appli-
cant should know that, espe-
cially if the applicant is look-
ing for new ways of develop-
ing the property. It would also
be in the interest of the Town,
since the ConCom could have
the delineation checked or
remapped before 2024 if they
so chose to deny the confirma-
tion order.

“They still can have the
ability to accept the delineation
on plans if you choose to, but
if you don’t extend it it gives
you the option to peer review
the delineation again, to have
me review the delineation or
ask for a new delineation if you
think it may have changed since
then,” she said. “Not accepting
it would give the commission a
bit more flexibility, and it is
quite old at this point.”

member Katie Neal-Rizzo said O’Leary brought that same kind of
passion and intensity to her volunteer work at the organization.

“Leah wanted to be involved with every subcommittee, attend-
ing as many meetings as possible,” she said. “She attended our
green team meetings and wanted to go door to door herself to tell
people about the unfixed gas leaks in Town we’ve been tracking.
She told us about her past activism and inspired us to keep fighting
for people’s rights. At our holiday party last year she came in sec-
ond in our Norwood History trivia game. Her sense of humor was
infectious and she was always making us laugh.”

Plato said that interested persons should mark their calendars
for October 2021, as the family hopes to hold a memorial service,
as not as many people who wanted to attend her service this year
could do so safely.

“She would have turned 75 this coming Oct.21, and we thought
that might be an opportunity to have a memorial, and really cel-
ebrate who she was and the impact she had on others,” he said.

Plato said his mom’s death is a stark reminder of how things
are right now. He said she most likely caught the virus while visit-
ing the hospital about another cause about a month before her death
in November, when the COVID-19 numbers were first starting to
rise.

“It was not a bad hospital, I’m sure they were following all the
protocols, but they’ve got some very sick people and they’re very
busy,” he said. “I can tell you right now that many people at that
hospital spend a good amount of time waiting around in the hall-
ways before a room opens up because of capacity constraints.”

Plato said everyone should be as careful as possible. He said he
and other family members were present when O’Leary passed;
something that many family members of COVID-19 patients have
not been able to do.

O'Leary continued from page 5
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Deaths
COSTELLO

Michael J. of Cumberland,
RI passed away December 24th.
Beloved husband of Mary
Gemba-Costello. Father of
Christopher Costello of
Cumberland, RI. Brother of
Stephen P. Costello and his wife
Margaret of Norwood, Martin
G. Costello and his wife
Kathleen of Attleboro, and Mary
T. Bishay and her husband
Bahig of Norwood. Son of the
late Patrick and Barbara
(O’Donnell) Costello. Also sur-
vived by several nieces and
nephews. Funeral Mass was at
St. Catherine of Siena Church,
Norwood. Burial in Highland
Cemetery, Norwood. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made
in his memory to St. Vincent
DePaul, 547 Washington St.,
Norwood, MA 02062. For com-
plete obituary and guestbook,
s e e
www.dockrayandthomasfuneralhome.com
Dockray & Thomas Funeral
Home (781) 828-0811.

DOHERTY

JOSEPH of Norwood
passed away peacefully at home
on December 22, 2020 at the
age of 91. Beloved husband of
the late Frances T. (Doyle)
Doherty. Devoted father of
Mary Ann Graham and her hus-
band Robert of Uxbridge, Joan
Giffels and her husband Ken-
neth of Mansfield, Cathy Casey
and her husband Seán of
Cohasset, Barbara Doherty of
West Bridgewater and Elizabeth
Doherty and Erich Prinz of
South Boston. Son of the late
Joseph and Ann (Joyce)
Doherty. Brother of the late

Mary Frances Scannell, Rev.
William J. Doherty MS, Walter
Doherty and Barbara Doherty.
Cherished grandfather of Mary
Beth, Michael, Timothy,
Allison, Jennifer, Kevin,
Kathleen, Patrick and
Josephine. Also survived by
great grandchildren Luke and
Audrey and many nieces and
nephews. Joseph was a retired
Pharmacist for the Dept. of Cor-
rection for 36 years.  He was a
member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus Council #252, Fourth
Degree Knights of Columbus,
Norwood Elks and Norwood
Retiree’s Club. Funeral from the
Kraw-Kornack Funeral Home
1248 Washington St. Norwood,
MA. A funeral mass was held on
Monday December 28, 2020 at
St. Catherine of Siena Church
Norwood. Burial at Highland
Cemetery Norwood, MA. In
lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in his name to the
Norwood Circle of Hope Foun-
dation P.O. Box 421 Norwood,
MA 02062.  KRAW-
KORNACK FUNERAL
HOME, NORWOOD, MA 781-
762-0482 WWW.KRAW-
KORNACKFUNERALHOME.COM

FERRARI
Nancy H. passed away on

December 18, 2020 at The
Glenview at Pelican Bay. A resi-
dent of Naples, Florida (for-
merly of Brighton and
Norwood). Nancy’s passion was
spending time with family and
friends and for the past 18 years
she opened her home and was
always happy to host her chil-
dren and grandchildren, new
friends and old. She will be re-
membered as a devoted wife, a
loving mother and grandmother,
and a loyal friend. Nancy is pre-
deceased by her husband of 48
years, Joseph L. Ferrari Sr.; and
is survived by her daughter,
Donna M. Saulnier and her hus-
band Michael of Arlington VA;
sons, Joseph L. Ferrari, Jr. and
his wife Jennifer of Belmont
MA, and Timothy R. Ferrari and
his wife Jessica of Naples, FL;
her grandchildren, Jeffrey &
Nathalie Saulnier, and Mia &
Ella Ferrari; and her sister
Roberta Rossetti of Arlington
MA. Inurnment will be in
Bourne National Cemetery in
Bourne, MA in a private family
ceremony at a later date. In lieu
of flowers, contributions can be
made to the NCH Center for

Philanthropy, 350 Seventh
Street N., Naples, FL, 34102.

KELLIHER

Dorothy (Sweetsir) Kelliher,
88, of Norwood passed away
December 20, 2020 surrounded
by her loved ones. Born April
28, 1932 to Clarence and Gladys
(Grover) Sweetsir. Dorothy was
born and raised in Hyde Park.
She went on to move to
Norwood after marrying her
adored Malachy in 1954. Dor-
othy made her home and lov-
ingly raised four children and
cared for many others, includ-
ing her many grandchildren. In
later years, she was actively in-
volved in the Norwood Senior
Center and volunteered at the
Pine Street Inn.Dotty met her
great grandchild; saw a grand-
daughter get engaged to a won-
derful, kind, loving man; and
was reunited with her true love.
She may well have described
this as the best Christmas ever.
Dorothy was the beloved wife
of the late Malachy Kelliher.
She was the loving mother of
Timothy Kelliher and his wife
Patricia of Plymouth, James
Kelliher and his wife Carol,
Debora Clarke and her husband
Jeffrey, all of Norwood, and
Malachy Kelliher of North
Attleboro; cherished Nana of
Katelyn, Martin, Maeghan,
Stacey and Brian Kelliher, Jef-
frey and his wife Michelle,
Daniel, Michael and Melissa
Clarke, and Jennifer and
Malachy Kelliher III; great
grandmother of Malachy
Kelliher IV and Rylee Clarke;
and many nieces and nephews.
Dorothy was pre deceased by
her caring siblings Walter
Sweetsir, Ralph Hurlbert and

Edna Martin. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may be
made in Dorothy’s honor to
Friends of the Norwood Coun-
cil on Aging, 275 Prospect St.,
Norwood, MA 02062. A Funeral
Mass was held at St. Catherine
of Siena Parish, Norwood. In-
terment at Highland Cemetery,
N o r w o o d .
GilloolyFuneralHome.com

SCOLLINS
EDWARD J. of Norwood

passed away on December 24,
2020 at the age of 79. Beloved
husband of the late Carol A.
(Travers) Scollins. Devoted fa-
ther of Paula F. Curley and her
late Husband Charles Z. of
Norwood, Kristin A. Gillette
and her husband Michael of
Norwood and Edward J.
Scollins Jr. and his wife Lisa of
Wrentham. Brother of Helen
Cronin of Acton. Son of the late
Edward F. and Helen (Griffin)
Scollins. Cherished grandfather
of Caroline Curley, Brian
Curley, Michael Curley, Kaitlin
Gillette, Danielle Gillette, Ryan
Scollins and Abigail Scollins.
Also survived by many nieces
and nephews. Edward was a
member of the Port Norfolk
Yacht Club in Dorchester for
many years. All services will be
private. Arrangements by the
Kraw-Kornack Funeral Home,
Norwood, MA.  In lieu of flow-
ers donations may be made in
his name to Rettsyndrome.org
4600 Devitt Dr. Cincinnati, OH
45246. www.rettsyndrome.org
KRAW-KORNACK FU-
NERAL HOME, 1248 WASH-
INGTON STREET,
NORWOOD, MA 02062 781-
762-0482.

YANCEY

Robert George “Bob,
Beau”, 90, passed away, while
surrounded by his three sons,
on Monday, December 14,
2020 at his cabin in Sagle,

Idaho. A celebration of Life
will be held at a later date.
Bob was born on November
3, 1930 in Spokane, WA to
George and Ruth Yancey.
During the early 1940’s the
family built a remote cabin on
the shores of Lake Pend
Oreille where they would
spend time with friends, boat-
ing, fishing, and making im-
provements to the cabin.  Life
at the Lake honed Bob’s
woodworking and ingenuity
skills, as handcrafted furni-
ture and other items from
those years remain in the fam-
ily to this day. Bob graduated
from Lewis and Clark High
School in Spokane, Washing-
ton in 1949 and became one
of 13 family members to at-
tend Whitman College in
Walla Walla, Washington
where he earned his bachelor
degrees in both mathematics
and physics in 1953.  At
Whitman, Bob joined Phi
Delta Theta Fraternity and
was very active in financial
and social activities, choir,
stage productions and mul-
tiple honor societies.  Follow-
ing Whitman, he began gradu-
ate work at Harvard School of
Business, before enlisting in
the United States Army.  Bob
served in the counterintelli-
gence corps while stationed in
Munich, Germany.  Following
military service, he returned
to Harvard to complete his
M.B.A in 1957, and began a
career as a financial opera-
tions manager with the
Raytheon Corporation in
Massachusetts (Ma). While at
Raytheon, Bob met the love of
his life Joan O’Brien of
Andover, Ma.  Bob and Joan
married on September 17,
1961 and raised three boys in
Norwood, Ma.  The family
cabin on Lake Pend Oreille al-
ways remained Bob’s favorite
place.  Nearly every year the
family traveled to visit the
cabin, the lake and surround-
ing mountains and eventually
prompted Bob’s sons to all
move west.  Bob retired in
1992 after 35 years with
Raytheon and sadly, after 38

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 11
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Deaths continued from page 10
years of marriage, Joan passed
away in 1999.  Bob moved to
Sandpoint in 2005 to be closer
to his sons and eventually
took residence at the Luther
Park Retirement Community.
In 2006, he built a new fam-
ily cabin with his three sons
adjacent to the original fam-
ily homestead on Lake Pend
Oreille.  For over 10 years,
Bob enjoyed his family and
friends at Luther Park and
spending more time at the
Lake with his sons and their
families. Bob was a most lov-
ing husband, extremely proud
of his family and loved being
with his grandchildren.  He
spent hours researching and re-
cording family genealogy and
enjoyed skiing, Kokanee fish-
ing, woodworking, and build-
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ing crafts for friends and fam-
ily every Christmas. He is sur-
vived by his three sons Robert
and wife Krista Yancey of
Burien, WA; Scott and wife
Cathy Yancey of Eagle River,
AK; Mark and wife Sarah
Yancey of Sandpoint; ID, two
grandchildren Grace and
Alden;  brother Richard
Yancey (late wife Maryanne)
of New York City;  two nieces,
Leslie and Jennifer, nephew
Richard, their children, and his
dear friend Joan Vater. Bob
“Beau” Yancey will be truly
missed by all his friends and
family. Lakeview Funeral
Home in Sandpoint is handling
the arrangements. Please visit
Bob’s online memorial at
www.lakeviewfuneral.com
and sign his guest book.

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the world,
now and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus pray for us. St. Jude,
worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us. Say this prayer 9
times a day. By the 9th day your
prayer will be answered. It has
never been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.
Thank you St. Jude. My Prayers
were answered.

In gratitude for helping me.

—S.F.

Conserve our resources.

Recycle this newspaper.



Page 12Page 12Page 12Page 12Page 12 The Norwood Record December 3December 3December 3December 3December 311111, 2020, 2020, 2020, 2020, 2020


