
Norwood Record
The

www.norwoodrecord.com

FREE

Volume 12,  Issue 21 MaMaMaMaMay 23, 20y 23, 20y 23, 20y 23, 20y 23, 201111199999

About 60 residents rang in the dedication and reopening of the Saint
Gabriel Chapel after extensive renovations.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

About 100 Town Meeting Members came out on Thursday and Monday to vote on several divisive issues.
PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

The new building will have MassDOT covering about $1.79 million
COURTESY PHOTO
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The Norwood Airport
Commission (NAC) – during
a special meeting on April 29
– approved a grant offer from
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation
(MassDOT) to fund most of
the build-out of the Airport’s
Maj. Mark Welch Administra-
tion Building., also known as
the Snow Removal Equip-

ment (SRE) Building.
The total cost of the project

is just above $1.9 million, with
MassDOT covering about
$1.79 million of it, and the
Town balancing the amount
with $115,452.58.

The approximately 6,000
square foot Welch Building – a
two story shell fitted into the
tarmac side of the hill overlook-
ing the two runways – has been

If you ask one of the 60 resi-
dents who came out on Satur-
day morning for the rededicat-
ion ceremony of the St. Gabriel
the Archangel Chapel at High-
land Cemetery, well, the differ-
ence between the before and
after is night and day.

“It’s absolutely gorgeous,”
Norwood Town Contract Ad-
ministrator Cathy Carney said.
“If you saw the pictures when
we had our pre-bid, when they
actually put their prices in, this
place was falling apart. And
now, it’s absolutely beautiful.”

The renovation project was
under the purview of the Per-

manent Building Construction
Committee (PBCC) and lasted
about two years. PBCC mem-
ber Bill Kinsman conducted the
ceremony, and said the work
was nothing short of a labor of
love.

“This was not what I would
call a project that I was really
in favor of, until something
happened,” he said. “I went to
Italy last year, and I was in a
building that was constructed a
century before Christ. This was
the Temple of Minerva of
Assisi. That temple is still
standing today as a church, and
it was a humbling experience

The Norwood Town Meet-
ing (TM) dissolved on Monday,
approaching the 11 p.m. mark,
after three full sessions.

The average three-hour
meetings covered a good deal of
ground, approving the fiscal year
2020 budget as well as the con-
tingency budget, which will be
implemented at the Fall Special
Town Meeting if the June 3 Op-
erational Override Budget Ballot
Question is passed.

The Contingency Budget,
which has been detailed in School
Committee and Budget Balanc-
ing Committee meetings since last
May, is requesting $4.7 million
for the Norwood School Dis-
trict, $700,000 for the Schools
and Municipal Stabilization Fund,
300,000 for snow and ice re-
moval and $250,000 for road
repair for a grand total extra re-
quest of $5.95 million. The over-
ride would go on for five years,
and the School District has

agreed to a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding that during that time
they will not ask for another op-
erational override, though it could
ask for another override for a capi-
tal project, most likely a new
middle school to replace the
Coakley Middle School.

Finance Commission Chair
Alan Slater said these increases
would only cost the average ho-
meowner $389 in the first year on
their tax bill, with the other four
years’ tax increase only going up
by a maximum of 3.5 percent
each year.  He said there was some
confusion on that point where
some residents thought there
would be an additional $389 aver-
age tax increase each year.

“That is simply not true,” he
said.

He also pointed out that 44 per-
cent of the increase would be paid
by Norwood’s commercial tax
base. Some residents felt that
might dissuade businesses from
coming into the Town, but Town
Manager Tony Mazzucco listed
off the big new businesses com-

ing or already here, like Moderna,
and the new development likely
coming at the Forbes Hill Man-
sion and said he does not believe
that will happen.

The schools basically need
the funds to plug an existing
budget deficit, which Slater said
would grow to $31 million over
the next five years. The School
Committee has grappled with
the non-contingency budget for
months now, and said they
would have to cut spending on
all extracurricular activities, in-
cluding sports, the National Hon-
ors Society and the Summer
Musical. She said they would
lose teacher positions that in-
clude four elementary teachers,
three middle school teachers and
2.2 full-time equivalent positions
at the High School. They would
have to close Willett Early Edu-
cation Center, moving full-day
kindergarten classes back to
neighborhood schools which are
already close to capacity.

Former Selectman Helen
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Residents came through steadily on Saturday to get their bikes tuned
up for the season.                                                              PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

Bike Safety Day
rigs kids’ rides
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Norwood held its fifth an-
nual Bicycle Safety Day in con-
junction with the Norwood Po-
lice Department, the Norwood
Bike Depot and the Norwood
Cooperative Bank on Saturday,
May 18.

The event was basically a
free tune up for all parents and
their young kids before they
headed out on the streets of
Norwood. Norwood Bike De-
pot owner Doug Tyree said the
idea started when some resi-
dents noticed kids riding on less
than optimal machines.

“I was approached when a
lot of folks down in South
Norwood saw a lot of kids
riding with no brakes,” he said.
“We approached the chief and
asked what was going on. So
(Norwood Police Officer) Paul
Murphy approached me and
said we’ve got an idea to help

some of these kids get their
bikes in proper working order
and I said yeah, that makes a
lot of sense to me because I get
a lot of parents in my shop with
their bikes not assembled prop-
erly. You know, backward
forks, tires, stuff like that.”

Tyree said they were able to
get some money for an event to
fix those kids’ brakes, as well
as provide as much technical
knowledge and small repairs as
possible. He said parents these
days are not as knowledgeable
about bikes as they used to be,
and he said even little things
can make a bike dangerous.

“It’s stuff that when I grew
up my dad knew about check-
ing the tires, the tire pressure
and if something wasn’t quite
right he’d say, ‘no you don’t
ride that,’” he said.

He said the first event was
in South Norwood and was very
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 Selectmen talk debt,
commendations and Old Parish
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Saturday, May 25
New flags on veterans’

graves, Highland Cemetery, 320
Winter Street, 8:00 AM. Vol-
unteers always appreciated.

Memorial Day,
Monday, May 27
8:00 AM – Memorial

Mass, St. Catherine’s of Si-
enna Church, 547 Washington
Street.

9:00 AM – Flag to half-
staff (until noon), Veterans of
Foreign Wars Square
(Norwood Town Common).

9:15 AM – Aaron Guild

Norwood Memorial
Day Schedule

Memorial Ceremony at the fam-
ily plot, Old Parish Cemetery,
Washington & Howard Street.
Flag to half-staff (until noon).

9:30 AM – Parade Units
muster, Washington & Howard
Streets.

10:00 AM – Parade steps
off, Washington & Howard
Street. Route of Parade –
Washington Street to Winter
Street to Highland Cemetery.

11:00 AM – Ceremonies,
Highland Cemetery.

1:00 PM – Collation,
Norwood VFW Post # 2452

The Norwood Board of Se-
lectmen met on Tuesday, May 21,
for a short meeting to discuss sev-
eral issues currently facing the
Town.

The Board voted to take about
$154,000 in bad debt owed to the
Light Department and Norwood
Light Broadband off the books,
as per the recommendation of
Town Manager Tony Mazzucco.

“The majority of these are
apartment dwellers who leave a
price tag with them and some of
these have been chased for more
than seven years.  It is good busi-
ness practice take these off the
books every so often,” said Se-
lectmen Chair Paul Bishop.

Selectman David Hajjar said
he had some concerns with this,
but some of these concerns were
allayed by Selectman Allan
Howard.

“All of these have gone to
collection agencies prior to com-
ing to us with this situation,” he
said. “They’ve all gone to collec-
tion agencies. They’re at the end
of the road and so they want to
do the accounting adjustment on
these.”

“These are from 2011 and it’s
just a matter of bookkeeping to
take them off the books; it doesn’t
erase our legal abilities to chase
if we feel they’re worth chasing,”
said Selectman Bill Plasko.

Howard and Bishop said the
Town will still see any monies
taken by collection agencies on
these debts.  They just want to
take them off the books, so to
speak. Hajjar had another con-
cern about those listed on the debt
collection itself.

“You have people’s social se-
curity numbers on the report; you
cannot have social security num-
bers on the report,” he said. “I’m
not saying this report will be made
public, but we’re not supposed to
see that.”

The Board also received a let-
ter from Norwood Police Chief
William Brooks III regarding a
copy of recognition for NPD Of-
ficer Greg Shore. The Board
voted unanimously to give Shore
an official commendation to be put
on his personal record for several
instances of outstanding work, in-
cluding an instance detailed by
Bishop.

“There was a call to the NPD
and Greg Shore was dispatched,”
he said. “A company that supplies
handicapped accessible ramps for
residential and commercial dwell-
ings called and they were trying
to repossess a particular ramp
because the individual couldn’t
keep with his payments. I really
think this is something that should
truly be noted because he could
have just done his job. Instead,
Officer Shore contacted the com-
pany and worked out an agree-
ment for a lessor amount of
money.”

Bishop said Shore then orga-
nized several charities around the
individual and they ended up rais-
ing $1,500 so he could keep his
ramp.

“This gentleman has a fully
amputated leg on one side and a
severely impaired leg on the other
side,” Bishop said. “He lives alone
and he needs that ramp. I have to
give a commendation to Shore for
taking steps above and beyond
what a normal person would do.”

Bishop added this was not the
first time he helped citizens in need
above and beyond the call. He said
if he went to a house call where a
parent couldn’t afford formula or
diapers for their child he would go
out and purchase it himself.

“I know Greg and this just fits
in with what his natural instincts
are,” said Hajjar. “He saw some-
thing and he went and did what’s
right. That’s great for himself and
for this community.”

Also on the docket, Selectman
Tom Maloney mentioned that the

Old Parish Preservation Volun-
teers submitted notice of receiv-
ing a grant from the Massachu-
setts Foundation for the Humani-
ties to host an Independence
Day Event at the Old Parish
Cemetery this July 4 at 2 p.m.
The event will be a dramatic
collective reading of Frederick
Douglas’ 1852 letter, “What to
the Slave is the Fourth of July?”
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Letters to the Editor
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IS IT WORTH $40 A MONTH?
To the Editor:
It can’t be all about the money. 

If it is I am having a hard time un-
derstanding how it would be best
for our town for this override to not
go through.  So if it is not about
the increase in tax costs, than what
is it?  I drive around town and see
signs that read “Money does not
grow on trees”.  It certainly doesn’t,
and for many, a potential monthly
increase of up to $40 could be sig-
nificantly impactful.  I get that, I
really do.  But let me offer you a
perspective.     It’s not just about
the closing of the schools – the
topic most commonly brought up. 
I believe it goes way beyond that. 
It is about a way of life; a feeling, a
kindness and a community.  The
kind of place that makes people
who are not Norwoodians move to
this Town so their kids can become
Norwoodians.  It is a place small
enough that wherever you go in
town, a familiar face can be seen,
most likely because of all the op-
portunities that the Town offers to
promote a community, and the con-
veniences that come with it.  Is it
worth $40 a month to lose these
conveniences?   The following are
not facts, nor am I trying to say they
are, but they are from many of the
conversations I have kept an ear
open to, possibilities or potential
impacts.  Let’s take these possibili-
ties and look at them.   No after
school programs, camp closures,
closing of the town pool, sports and
cuts to important roles such as law
enforcement, fire fighters, public
service associates.  Instead of hav-

ing hundreds gather to watch a
Norwood football game, kids
gather on their respective streets
to hang out.  Within this hanging
out there is noise, riff raff, any-
thing that could cause disruption. 
Maybe vandalism created out of
boredom, enough to make you
want to call law enforcement to
diffuse a situation.  But the police
don’t arrive timely.  Or even
worse, there is a medical emer-
gency but you are third in line be-
cause of cuts.  These “conve-
niences” hold significant value.  
I’ll never forget, it was January
2nd, and I woke up to a small
amount of snow falling, the result
of which made the roads slick. 
Driving down Morse Street to-
ward Route 1, my car spun and
hit a rail.  I was stuck.  I dialed 9-
1-1 and within 2 minutes a police
car, tow truck and fire truck ar-
rived to help me.  I bumped into
the assisting officer a year later
and thanked him, telling him of
how impressed I was with their re-
action.  He told me how proud he
was of the response time
Norwood has been able to provide
to its people.   So now let’s fast
forward a couple of years and you
call the police because of riff raff
kids are causing due to having no-
where to be because their after
school programs and varsity sports
have vanished. Are you going to
complain about the turnaround

time the police produce in arriv-
ing due to the budget cuts caused
by this override?   Norwood is an
amazing place.  We enjoy Santa
coming to town every November,
a July 4th parade that makes
Norwood the celebration town of
MA.  We have working parents
who dedicate their time to create
afterschool activities for other
working parents and their young-
sters.  We have a library that pro-
vides a place for people to go who
really don’t have a place to go dur-
ing the day, and we have summer
concerts that produce large turn-
outs of folks of all ages.  All of the
above provide a sense of commu-
nity without a cost.  Is it worth los-
ing all this?   Is it worth $40 a
month to potentially lose recycle
pick-ups we have every two
weeks, or the   ability to have
streets repaired timely or streets
plowed to help you get to work on
time?  How about house values
decreasing because Norwood has
become a place no longer desir-
able for children to grow up in
because of lack of opportunities.   
For the average Dunkin Donuts
customer this is the cost of a
week’s worth of coffee or a couple
of packs of smokes. Norwood is a
Town which prides itself on its his-
tory, one so rich that over 70% of
the town fought tooth and nail to
have the school calendars changed
from “Winter Recess” back to

“Christmas Vacation”.  I really
believe that for this culture to con-
tinue to thrive, the people of this
town need to unite to make it hap-
pen and be willing to sacrifice to
find a way to give a little more so
that Norwood to continue to move
forward in a positive way.   I rec-
ognize that this note will not
change the minds of those who
already have their minds made up
and I will do all I can to respect
that.  I hope this reaches those who
want to continue to see our Com-
munity as it is, and not want to see
it disrupted, to go out and make
their vote count. 

Jonathan Dana  
Norwood

OFFICIALS NOT
SHARING THE FACTS

To the Editor:
We are on the edge of the cliff

here in Norwood financially. Our
leaders at Town Hall are asking us
all to jump with a yes vote to this
override. Shouldn’t we include a
mascot name change for our sports
teams from the “fighting Mus-
tangs” to the “Lemmings”? That
would be fitting. We are being
asked to perform that leap of faith
without the proper information or
facts that will result from voting
yes. Keep in mind that that this is
the same weak leadership that “ne-
gotiated” to accept these 40B’s (in
executive sessions, bypassing the

citizens). How’d that work out?
We will start to feel those long term
effects real soon as a Town. Will
that be good for the kids and par-
ents of Norwood?

Recently, numbers I tried to
share with the public about the re-
ality of this override were ad-
dressed in a dog and pony show at
a Board of Selectmen’s (BOS)
meeting. Those conservative num-
bers in my letter I got from Town
Hall and shared. They are the fig-
ures that our leadership is not shar-
ing with the public. They also
added a higher 11.8% increase fig-
ure to justify this  monkey busi-
ness, claiming that this is an afford-
able figure that “the average ho-
meowner will pay $389 and only
$9-10 the next year”.  Where did
you dig up that “average” number?
Our Town Manager must think
money indeed “grows on trees”.  I
don’t mind sharing that he was one
of the people I thought of when
coming up with that slogan for my
sign. He is also one of the few who
can afford this voluntary tax in-
crease. Just ask him to share what
he gets paid to manage our Town.
Why don’t you ask him to explain
HIS compensation down to the
hourly figure he is handsomely
paid.  Compare that to your own
hourly pay rate, especially if you
are a senior living on a fixed in-
come. Perhaps you were present
at the recent sales pitch for the
override at the Norwood Senior
Center.  Was his compensation dis-
cussed during that presentation?
Was the compensation of our
School Superintendent who shares
that building with our Seniors dis-
cussed during that override sales
pitch? Do either of them actually
own a home in Norwood and have
to contribute to what they are both
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Welch Building continued from page 1
used, since its completion in
2007, as a storage facility for
the Airport’s snow removal and
landscaping equipment.

The project – underway
since April and scheduled for
substantial completion by June
30 – is focused on fitting out
the interior of the north end of
the building (the end opposite
the control tower) with a 2,000
square foot mezzanine level
that will house Airport manage-
ment and Commission offices,
as well as a conference room
and a records library.

The area directly under the
mezzanine will be fitted out
with a mechanic’s office and
shops, as well as an equipment
maintenance area.

Additionally, new mechani-
cal systems will be installed, in-
cluding HVAC and plumbing.

At the conclusion of the
project, the remaining 4,000
square feet of the building will
continue to be used for equip-
ment storage.

Currently, the Airport’s
management and Commission
offices are based in the rela-
tively cramped quarters of a
nearby building owned by
FlightLevel, the Airport’s main
tenant.

Airport Manager Russ
Maguire estimated that the
move would save the Town ap-
proximately $23,000 per year
paid out in rent to FlightLevel,
while providing more room for
the administrative offices, as
well as control:

“It will be the Town’s build-
ing,” Maguire said in anticipa-
tion of the finished product.
“We’ll be able to make im-
provements when we need to
make them.”

The current project repre-
sents Phase II in the building’s
development, with Phase I
having taken place during its
construction in 2007.

According to Maguire,
there had always been a Phase
II plan for the building but that
putting it into action came
down, in large part, to timing.

“I think the Town has been
ready on this project for quite
a while,” Maguire said of the
wait. “It’s really been more
about whether we could get the
state to participate.”

Maguire explained that
MassDOT has been financing
the construction of municipal
airport administration build-
ings across the state and that
“we just had to wait our turn.”

That turn came a little over
a year ago, and a successful
feasibility study done in April,
2018 allowed the project, ac-
cording to Maguire, to gain
and maintain momentum.

A late addition to the
project was the plan for a
14,000 square foot, 20 space
parking lot to be located be-
hind the Welch Building, at the
top of the hilltop park area.

“You could almost consider
it an add-on, but we needed –
for handicapped access – we
needed a solution. We needed

an option,” Maguire said of the
lot, which will cut into the park
area there now, but which will
make it easier to get to the pub-
lic access second floor.

“We want to keep as much
of this park for the public as
possible,” he added. “By hav-
ing the parking lot behind the
building, on this part of the hill
you weren’t going to be able
to see the aircraft taking off
and landing anyway, and it
solved the accessibility issue
that we were going to have.
And it also helps the tower out,
especially in the winter
months.”

The cost of the parking lot
is $124,871.67, with

MassDOT picking up
$118,628.09 of the amount and
the Town paying $6,243.58, all
of which is included in the $1.9
million total.

Walking the site on a bright
day in early May, there was a
quiet hum and hammer of ac-
tivity coming from the Welch
Building. The steel had finally
arrived earlier that day and the
work crew inside the empty
shell was wasting no time put-
ting it to use.

Outside, Assistant Town
Engineer Andy Murphy was
surveying the area where the
parking lot would go as a girl
casually stretched at a nearby
bench in the shade.

The lot is scheduled for
completion by June 30, the end

of the fiscal year, as is the
building fit-out. Although in
the case of the building, the
goal is substantial completion.

While not definitively an-
swering what substantial
completion entails, Maguire
did say that MassDOT is com-
mitted to the project through
the end of June and that “we
want to make sure that the
most significant part of the
construction is completed so
that we can take care of the fi-
nancial end of it with the state
money.”

He added that the move in
would probably be later than
that. “It may not be until Au-
gust, but we’re pretty confi-
dent that we can get to substan-
tial completion by June 30.”
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TM continued from page 1

Abdallah-Donohue introduced an
amendment to the motion which,
originally, was to set the contin-
gency budget for $2 million for the
schools. Donohue said the $2 mil-
lion would allow the schools
enough money for their services
and felt that the Town could real-
ize the remaining funds in other
ways.

Town Counsel John Flynn felt
that amendment might open the
Town up for litigation. He said the
statement of purpose of the ap-
propriation needs to be the same
as what is already proposed on the
ballot. Basically, he said his inter-
pretation of the law was that the
Town could vote to appropriate
less funds for the Contingency
Budget, as long as those funds still
go to the same places; the School
Department, Stabilization Fund and
Snow and Ice.

Abdallah-Donohue amended
her amendment to $2 million for
the schools, $10 for Snow and Ice
and $10 for the Stabilization Fund.
The Schools would be facing se-
rious budget cuts without either
the $4.7 million or the
$2,000,000, but Abdallah-
Donohue said she felt the funds
could be realized in other ways,
like fundraisers, real estate tax
base growth or unexpected state
aid.

TM members and officials
debated the amendment. Chair of
the School Committee Myev
Bodenhofer said this would help
the schools this year to provide
a level services budget – the same
services as last and previous
years’ budgets – but would not

fix how the Town got to this point
or the cuts of previous years.

She said they are predicting
a $600,000 shortfall for the next
fiscal year budget, and pointed
out that this year, in the non con-
tingency budget, they have
$750,000 from the circuit
breaker fund she said should not
be taken out unless there is dire
need (for example if the override
does not pass) and they also have
$500,000 from the free cash
fund. She said that free cash has
been slated for the schools only
if the contingency does not pass,
and she said this really would put
the schools back in the hole.

TM Member and Community
Preservation Committee Mem-
ber John Hall also pointed out that
Abdallah-Donohue’s fund re-
placements were hoping for the
best. He said he didn’t think
growth, which is unlikely con-
sidering most of Norwood is al-
ready built-out, could help, and
the state has been a shaky part-
ner at best.TM member Katie
Neal Rizzo said the schools al-
ready do a ton of fundraising.

“We are already doing
fundraising daily at the schools,”
she said. “We sell cookies, wrap-
ping paper, candles, we are mak-
ing our kids run for money, we
selling books to our children for
money and we are booked daily
for fundraisers... We don’t have
any more time to do fundraisers.”

TM member Ed Lynch said
he’s looked at overrides around
the state and said many of them
that pass are not over $2 million,
and though he wants to see the

schools funded, he felt $2 mil-
lion would be a safer bet.

“In fiscal year 2018, there were
20 overrides on the ballot in this
state and 12 of them passed for a
total of $8.8 million, so I figure
this two mil sounds good,” he said.

The amendment failed by a
decent margin and the original
motion for a contingency budget
including the $5.95 million was
passed. The voting for the Opera-
tional Override will be on June 3
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

TM also approved the appro-
priation of $492,441 for the Bond
Street Playground renovation, the
Lower Balch Field Rehabilitation,
the Lower Pond Pavilion (on
Endicott Street) and the Town Hall
Carillon restoration.

Norwood Airport Executive
Officer Russ Maguire also up-
dated the TM members on a plan
to put solar panels on an existing
part of the runway that is out of
use. He said the surplus from that
would go to the airport, but would
then reduce any funding requests
to the Town form the Airport. He
also said they are looking to, in the
future, putting an extension on the
existing runway.

TM members also voted to
approve the Capital Outlay
Committee’s request for $3.2 mil-
lion from borrowing and $486,900
from free cash for various capital
projects, including repaving all
Downtown Municipal Lots
($950,000) as well as the parking
lot for the Senior Center
($230,000).

For a look at everything voted
on, go to norwoodma.gov/gov-
ernment/committees_boards/
t o w n _ m e e t i n g /
town_meeting_notices_and_documents.php#
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St. Gabriel's continued from page 1Bike Safety continued from page 2

The Record Book
BARNES VIGIL ON MAY 26TH

It is time once again to conduct the annual
John A. Barnes, III Vigil in Dedham, MA. This
year we will start the vigil at 7:00 AM on Sun-
day, May the 26th, and run through 7:00 PM, for
a total of 12 hours. Members of the elite New
England Chapter# 9, John A. Barnes, III chapter
of the 1730 Airborne Brigade Association will
once again stand a silent twelve hour vigil at the
monument of John Barnes to honor his act of
bravery, sacrificed his life at the young age of
22.

For this act of bravery, John was posthu-
mously awarded our Nation’s highest medal for
valor, (THE CONGRESSIONALMEDAL OF
HONOR). For the last twenty three years mem-
bers of the New England Chapter# 9 of the 173D
Airborne Brigade Association have stood a
twenty-four / twelve hour silent vigil to honor
John Barnes’s act of heroism. This year will be
the twenty-fourth year that this vigil has been
conducted by the local chapter# 9 of the 173D
Airborne Brigade Association who are all com-
bat veterans.

VILLAGE FAIR RETURNS FOR
THE 71ST CONSECUTIVE YEAR

Epiphany Parish, 62 Front Street in Walpole,
will be celebrating over 70 years of tradition
when it once again holds its annual Village Fair
on Saturday, June 8, 2019.  All are invited to at-
tend this time honored kickoff to summer in
Walpole.

As always the day starts at 9:00 a.m. with
the Village Fair Road Race, followed by the fair
itself beginning at 10:00 a.m. and running till
3:00 p.m.  Highlights of the fair this year in-
clude a Wheels on Parade event for kids. Chil-
dren are encouraged to bring their bikes, trikes,
scooters, wheelchairs or any other wheeled ve-
hicles, visit the craft station to decorate their
wheels, and ride in a parade on the Common,
which begins at 11:00. Other Village Fair fea-
tures include a white elephant sale; gift baskets;
silent auction and raffle items; baked goods and,
of course, the Village Fair’s famous barbequed
chicken and strawberry shortcake with fresh
homemade whipped cream.

Proceeds from the Village Fair are used to
support the mission and vision of Epiphany
Parish, as well as outreach programs such as
Breaking Bread and Mil Milagros.

DAR GARAGE SALE
RAIN DATE JUNE 1

The Aaron Guild Chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution (DAR) will be hold-
ing their Garage Sale Rain Date on Saturday,
June 1 from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Barlow
Lane, Westwood, just off Route 109.  Most
items will be half price.  Especially popular are
household items, jewelry, kitchen utensils, bric-
a-brac, toys, books, small furniture, and estate

The Record Book
Continued on page 11

because we are so quick to dis-
card things that are old and not
relevant, and this Town paid to
have this building done over. I
think that’s a testament to the
Town. When you look around,
there’s not a lot of this restora-
tion going on.”

The work involved a lot of
restoration in the building
structure itself as well as the
roof. Kinsman remarked that he
felt Norwood DPW Employee
Paul Rowley took special care
when refurbishing other details
of the chapel.

“Paul Rowley took great
pride in this building in seeing
it renovated,” he said. “Paul had
the pews refinished, he had
cushions recovered, he had the
walls all cleaned. He had the
grate in the floor where the heat
comes out sandblasted and re-
painted. This Town employee
cares about his job and he has
a lot of respect for it.”

Kinsman also said that
DPW Commissioner Mark
Ryan, who’s love of recycling
and reusing is well-known af-
ter his implementation of a
compost drop off site at the
DPW, reused concrete slabs
from the old Norwood High
School to make the chapel
handicapped accessible.

“The landing there was all
irregular stone. That was torn
out and they reused all that
granite from that platform,” he
said. “I think it showed great
foresight on his part to salvage
all that stone.”

The project was the first
approved by the recently-
formed Norwood Community
Preservation Committee
(CPC) for funding. CPC Chair

Joseph Greeley said it was an
amazing piece of work and he
was happy to be a part of it.

“The project application
came to us almost immediately
after the committee was
formed,” he said. “It was done
really on an emergency basis
because of the condition of the
building and when it was pre-
sented to us, the Community
Preservation funds were really
the last hope for the building.
There was serious consider-
ation of having to tear down
the building. Obviously, every-
body in Town should be proud
of what this has become.”

Greeley said he attended a
ceremony at the chapel about
30 years ago and he said it
looks better than ever now. He
added the project ended up
right on budget at about
$400,000.

“It’s obviously a great in-
vestment and, hopefully, it will
be well-maintained and last
another 116 years,” he said.

Kinsman said some of the
hardest work of restoration
was the labor that went into the
stained glass windows. Stained
glass work is a long and labo-
rious process, but he said their
contractor was suburb.

“It’s not hard to miss the
stained glass here that was
done by Victor Azer, a true art-
ist,” Kinsman said. “He really
cared about what he did. A lot
of this glass, I know you don’t
realize it now, but it didn’t
match. Victor went out and
found glass that matched and
the windows depending on
where the sunlight comes in,
that glass almost looks like
there’s a neon light around the

glass to highlight. We took all
this glass out, restored every-
thing in between, put it back
together and I’d like to thank
Victor.”

Kinsman added that Azer
will be getting more work from
the Town thanks to his work
here.

“The Town liked Victor’s
work so much that they’re hav-
ing him look at some broken
glass at Town Hall,” he said.

The CPC might be a new
organization in the Town, but
members said they’re not just
sitting on their laurels.

“It’s been a long time com-
ing and we’ve got Town Meet-
ing on Monday and we’ve got
four more projects we want to
get going, so back to work,”
CPC Member Peter
MacFarlane said. “We’re ex-
cited to see one done and four
to go.”

Trails Committee member
Vic Babel said one of the in-
stances that cried out to him for
the need of renovation oc-
curred at the 2012 Holiday
House Tour.

“We were inside and I told
Judith (Howard) to turn around
and the rain was just pouring
in,” he said. “I just thought
this really has to get going.”

CPC Member Debbie
Holmwood said there were
other concerns from that
visit.

“During that first Holiday
House tour, Pat Barrett and I
were up with our leaf blow-
ers on the sarcophagi with
our masks on just blowing the
dust out, and then we washed
the floor for a whole day,”
she said.

successful, but tiring.
“We didn’t have a compressor,” he said. “So we’re filling all

the tires by hand, which made for a long day,” he said. “After
doing that for two or three years, we got together and said can
we do it closer to the shop or somewhere where we can plug in a
compressor. You know tire pressure should be checked every
two weeks, minimum.”

Vice President of Norwood Cooperative Bank Phil Swan said
he felt it was a great idea.

“They came to us and said they do this bike safety day and
asked if we wanted to be involved and I said sure,” he said. “He
asked if they could use the parking lot here, which was Paul’s
idea, because it was so close to the bike shop. It’s good for the
kids and it’s good for us. The crowd keeps getting bigger every
year.”

Swan said it’s always a good time for everyone involved.
“The kids have a blast and we have a blast too with it,” he

said. “I said to my boss, this isn’t any heavy lifting, you know?”
NPD Chief William Brooks said it’s great to see the commu-

nity coming together. He said the Bike Depot donates their time
for repair labor, and Norwood Cooperative pays for all the parts
needed for said repairs.

“It’s just to get everyone focused on bike safety,” he said.
“There’s also a personal injury lawyer from Boston, David White,
who donates helmets. He wants us to give out helmets to kids
who don’t have one. He said every kid should have a bike helmet
and he wants to do his part.”

The free helmets were arrayed on a table at one of the sta-
tions during the event. Brooks said all his officers ride around
with these helmets just in case a cyclist needs one.

“I have a couple in my car, and they are in the cruisers. Kids
can come in and pick up a helmet at the station,” he said.

Brooks said the day also allows the community to come and
talk with the NPD on a relaxed basis.

“It’s another opportunity for us to interact with the families
and with the kids at a time when they’re not calling 911 or when
there’s a crisis,” he said. “It’s just a kind of relaxed atmosphere
and we have part of the parking lot coned off so the kids can ride
around safely.”

Brooks added that the bike safety day is not a response to any
increase in accidents involving bikes; they just want to be proac-
tive about it.

“This isn’t a response to anything, it’s just something we thought
could be of use to the community,” he said.

Resident Bill Clough brought in his son Joe with Joe’s bike. He
said Joe races BMX bikes, and since the races are inherently
faster than normal cycling, he always wants to make sure his son
is safe.

“You know in BMX, safety is paramount,” he said. “The hel-
met he wears is a full-face helmet and typically when he races
he’ll wear pads for his elbows and knees, just following the rules.”

Resident Michele Crowley brought her daughter Lauren’s bike
to the workshop.

“She ended up getting a new bike and we came out to make
sure she was riding properly and to get a new helmet,” Crowley
said. “It’s very gracious of them to offer this service to the chil-
dren of the Town.”

Resident Kevin Donohue said it was his first time at the event
too.

“My wife saw it on Facebook. We have two children and they’re
getting to the bike age and we had some hand-me-down bikes
that needed some work, so this was just a great opportunity,” he
said. “It’s excellent, they’re going to fix up this bike and I brought
some tubes because the tires are flat and we’re getting some
helmets for safety sake. It looks like a great event for the com-
munity, good times.”
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Call 781-948-1295
or go online today at 

www.norwoodlight.com
** Free standard installation. Call for a free survey. NO CONTRACT
$150 Installation charge applies if service is disconnected within the first 90 days!
1st month of service offer valid to new or former NLB Business Service customers who have not had 
any NLB service in last 90 days. Free month is for the monthly service fee only, not including taxes 
Equipment &amp; Gov. fees. Internet speeds vary and are not guaranteed. Offer ends 5/31/19

Only 
$79.95/mo

JUST NEED INTERNET SERVICE?
FASTER INTERNET SPEEDS AT THE SAME

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!!!
                                                                    NEW SPEED           EVERYDAY LOW PRICE

NORWOOD BUSINESS OWNERS
SWITCH TO NORWOOD LIGHT BROADBAND AND SAVE!

          1ST MONTH OF SERVICE FREE!
             FREE INSTALLATION**

NORWOOD BUSINESS OWNERS
SWITCH TO NORWOOD LIGHT BROADBAND AND SAVE!

          1ST MONTH OF SERVICE FREE!
             FREE INSTALLATION**

                                              BEST BUSINESS
                                            PACKAGE DEAL IN TOWN!

Internet Lite  5Mbps $29.95/mo.

Internet Basic  10Mbps $39.95/mo.

Internet Standard  100Mbps $49.95/mo.

Internet Extreme* 200Mbps $89.95/mo.

Internet Extra* 300Mbps $114.95/mo.

Wicked Fast* 400Mbps $159.95/mo.

Enterprise* 500Mbps $189.95/mo.
*2 free static IPs included!

Dedicated Enterprise Fiber Service Available

DEATHS
CONNOLLY

MARIE E. (Ruscio) a lifelong
resident of Norwood passed
away on May 18, 2019 at the age
of 85. Beloved wife of the late
Thomas J. Connolly. Devoted
mother of Donna M. Lee of
Norwood, Timothy J. Connolly
and his wife Jayne of Franklin,
Karen M. McAleese and her hus-
band Mark of Westford, Michael
C. Connolly and his wife Erika
of Kingston and the late Thomas
M. Connolly. Sister of Elizabeth
Mainones of Norwood and the
late Frank, Andrew, Kay and
Rose. Daughter of the late
Domenic and Stella (Precopio)
Ruscio. Cherished grandmother
of 7 grandchildren and 2 great
grandchildren.  Marie was a
graduate of Norwood High
Peabody School. At the request
of the family all services will be
private. In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made in her name
to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital 501 St. Jude Place
Memphis, TN 38105-9959.  

GENTLE
Kathleen J. (Stanton) Of

Plymouth,  formerly of
Norwood, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by her loving
family. Beloved wife of 42
years to James Gentle of Ply-
mouth. Loving mother of Paul
Romig of Michigan and Tho-
mas Romig and his wife Elaine
of Dedham. Cherished grand-
mother of Sebastian, Nicholas,
Kayla, and Caitlynn. Dear sis-
ter of Mary Beth MacLeod and
her husband Bruce of Okatie,
SC and Patricia Stanton
McGrath of Walpole, MA.
Kathie is also survived by
many loving nieces, nephews,
relatives and dear friends.
Kathie was the beloved daugh-
ter of the late Paul P. and Sylvia
(Bergman) Stanton. Raised in

Norwood, she was a graduate
of Norwood High School,
Class of 1970. Her studies con-
tinued at Lemuel Shattuck Hos-
pital School of Nursing where
she earned her LPN and
MassBay Community College
where she was pinned as a
Register  Nurse.  Over the
years, Kathie cared for patients
as a dedicated nurse at
Norwood Hospital, Ellis Reha-
bilitation and Nursing Home
and Alden Court Rehabilitation
and Nursing Home. Kathie and
Jim enjoyed travelling over the
years, especially to Aruba,
spending time relaxing on the
beach.  They also enjoyed
weekend trips to Foxwoods
either to see a show or visit-
ing the casinos. She was a gen-
erous grandmother,  who
adored spending time with her
grandchildren making forever
memories with them. Relatives
and friends are invited to attend
a Memorial Service on Thurs-
day, May 23rd, at 11 a.m. in
Emmanuel Lutheran Church,
24 Berwick Street, Norwood.
In lieu of flowers, kindly make
donations in memory of Kathie
to the National Multiple Scle-
rosis Society – Greater New
England Chapter, 101A First
Ave., Waltham, MA 02451.
Gillooly Funeral Home
Norwood 781-762-0174
www.gilloolyfuneralhome.com

NAYLOR
MURIEL V. “Cindy” of

Norwood passed away on May
15, 2019 at the age of 77. Lov-
ing and Devoted mother of
Stephen C. Naylor and his wife

Deborah of Wrentham. Sister
of the late William Naylor and
Teresa A. King. Cherished
grandmother of Katherine and
Matthew Naylor. Daughter of
the late Luman and Helen
(Conley) Naylor. Muriel was an
active member at the Norwood
Senior Center and very active
with her Norwood High School
class of 1959. Funeral from
the Kraw-Kornack Funeral
Home 1248 Washington St.
NORWOOD, MA. Burial at
Highland  Cemetery
Norwood.   www.KRAW-
KORNACKFUNERALHOME.COM.
FAMILY OWNED AND OP-
ERATED  781-762-0482.

PURPURA
Josephine M. (Bader) A

lifelong resident of Norwood,
passed  away  on  May 14 ,
2019, at the age of 92. De-
voted wife of the late Joseph

F. Purpura. Beloved mother
of Linda A. Purpura of New
Mexico, Norma A. Chitvanni
of  Norwood ,  Nancy  A .
Rediker of Norwood, Very
Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Purpura
and h is  wife  Kathleen  of
Westwood, April M. Purpura
of  Norwood,  Robin  M.
Cathey  and  her  husband
Michael of New Mexico and
the late Gail M. Henry. Sister
of William Bader of LA. Cher-
i shed  grandmother  o f  8
grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. Also survived
by many nieces and nephews.
Daughter of the late David

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the
world, now and forever. Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus pray for us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us. Say
this prayer 9 times a day. By
the 9th day your prayer will be
answered. It has never been
known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank you
St. Jude. My Prayers were an-
swered.

In gratitude for helping me.
—A.J.B.

and Rose  (Domit )  Bader.
Josephine was a member of
the  Ladies  Socie ty  of  St .
George  Or thodox Church
and longtime Choir member
at the Church.  Funeral from
the Kraw-Kornack Funeral
Home 1248 Washington St.
NORWOOD, MA. Burial at
Highland  Cemetery,
Norwood. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests donations
be made in her name to St.
George Orthodox Church, 6
Atwood Ave . ,  Norwood,
02062,  or  to  The Francis
Mar ia  Schola rsh ip  Fund-
Antiochian Orthodox Chris-
tian Archdiocese, 358 Moun-
ta in  Rd . ,  Englewood,  NJ
07631 .  k raw-
kornackfuneralhome.com.
Family Owned And Operated.
781-762-0482.
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Letters continued from page 4
asking us all to pay? Keep that in
mind as you cast a vote.

By the way, each and every
public official who has been push-
ing this override is clearly in vio-
lation of the ethics laws involving
ballot questions. They are required
to take neutral positions. Why
don’t they bring that little fact up
at the next BOS meeting? Perhaps
I could come speak with you on
that topic if you hadn’t removed
all that public seating in the
Selectmen’s chambers. Those
chairs had been in place for the
public since 1926, yet go missing
every Tuesday night before the
cameras go on. Our Town is led
by cowards who are afraid of the
public, especially an informed
public.

Here are some personal fact
folks. My property tax levy in 2019
is $5,660.14 for my home.  With
an override 11.8% increase of
$667.89 (that is WITHOUT the
added assessment I’ll also get) I
guess our leadership would con-
sider me “above average”.  Would
you like to dispute those numbers
Tony? Does that mean I only have
to pay $9-10 next year too? For
those who know where I reside, I
don’t live in a mansion. This over-
ride is a complete scam. It is per-
manent. Those pushing this are

afraid of sharing the truth with the
public for if they did, it would
surely die a quick death. The tax
levy and burden to homeowners
will grow like a tumor. It will be
aggressive. Just like the aggressive
landscape changes to our Town
due to the very cozy relationships
our leaders have with developers.

For the many who think this
override is good for our Town, I
suggest you go and calculate your
actual increase at Town Hall as I
have done. The numbers don’t lie,
although there are many who do
as they pitch this “Lemming Over-
ride” to the public without factual
numbers. I’ll also warn those who
prefer the credit card life (with a
Yes vote) to be careful of what you
wish for. I still believe the real
people of Norwood will show up
and vote this financial nightmare
down. For those who are con-
cerned about you future financial
plights, get out there and take care
of your well being by voting NO
to the shenanigans. It is now up to
those who understand how to bal-
ance a checkbook to step up and
protect our community from the
coming financial ruin of all. I’m
the guy who has been knocking on
doors and actually talking to
people here in Town.  That is what
our Town’s leaders should be do-
ing.

As for me, I know money
doesn’t grow on trees. I earn mine
with hard work and shall vote NO
to this injustice. I won’t jump into
this sea of debt willingly. Have you
noticed all the for sale signs going
up on homes around here ? Those

are the smart folks leaving
proactively. If this override passes,
there are soon going to be a lot
more for sale signs up than there
are currently “Vote Yes” signs in
Norwood today. Buyers Beware!
Norwood is about to vote for (if
passed) the LARGEST OVER-
RIDE ever accepted by a town in
the Commonwealth. The three
larger that did pass were in cities.
There’s another little “fact” that is
not being shared with the public. I
guess we have become the “city
in the suburbs “.

Kevin Pentowski
Norwood

ST. GABRIEL CHAPEL IS
WELL WORTH VISITING

To the Editor:
St. Gabriel the Archangel

Chapel is one of the most beauti-
ful architectural treasures left
standing that is significant to the
history of the Town of Norwood.
Originally built in 1903 as the fi-
nal resting place of Louis and
Anna Smith Day, it was gifted in
perpetuity to the Town for use by
its residents regardless of religious
affiliation.

St. Gabriel’s is majestically
positioned at the top of the rise as
one enters the main entrance to
Highland Cemetery. Its rock face
Quincy brown granite walls with
Indiana limestone trim, its magnifi-
cent stained glass windows and its
lantern all have been beautifully
restored.

On Saturday morning, May 18,
2019, St. Gabriel the Archangel
Chapel was rededicated after more
than a year-long restoration pro-
cess. It is stunning.  A great big
thank you goes to all those who
made this beautiful restoration
possible.

On Memorial Day, when you
visit your loved ones and pay your
respects at Highland Cemetery,
please visit St. Gabriel’s. You will
be so impressed and so glad you
did.

Judith Howard, Chair
Norwood Historical

Commission

THANKS FOR ALL
THE HELP DURING
THE FISHING DERBY

To the Editor:
As Chairman of the South

Norwood Fishing Derby, I want to
thank all of our sponsors and vol-
unteers who made this year so ex-
citing and fun for all of the par-

ents and kids who attended.  It was
the biggest crowd ever.  The idea
for a fishing derby came about
when we were clearing our pond
and tot lot area and along Hawes
Brook 32 years ago. Today, with
the help of Mark Ryan and his de-
partment, it’s more peaceful than
ever for our entire town to enjoy,
with the beautiful river walk and
kids now able to fish in the river
and pond all year long.

A special thank you also to the
North Walpole Fish and Game
Club and Norwood Sportsman
Club for all their help over the 31
years of our Derby.  They do the
bulk of the work and help with
prizes and registration and weigh-
ing of fish as caught.  Also, our
recreation department head Travis
Farley and staff for all the help with
the Derby. DJ duties this year was
by Norwood High School Senior
Joey Spadorcia.  Great job Joey!
Our duck race was the fastest ever.
With all the recent rain the river
was raging. First place went to
young John Kelly, 3rd grader from
the Balch School.  We had over
20 volunteers helping our South
Norwood Committee, alongside
Chairwomen Olga Abdallah and
Helen Donahue, passing out hot
dogs and sodas, registering all the
kids, setting up, prizes and clean
up.

We tried a mixed blend of fish
this year with Golden Trout,
Brown Trout, Tiger Trout and
Brook Trout!! It worked out with
lots of fish caught during the
Derby.

As we plan next year, our 32nd
year, more people want to help to
make our derby more exciting and
successful!!  We will probably
have a Pond & Stream Derby to
carry the overload!

So, a big thank you to all the
sponsors and volunteers who made
this year’s Derby so successful.

Michael Saad
Chairman of South Norwood

Fishing Derby

AFRAID OF CHANGES
COMING IF NO OVERRIDE

To the Editor:
I am a Norwood resident in

favor of the override on June 3rd
even though our child does not
directly receive any benefits from
the schools receiving more money.
Six years ago when my husband
and I were looking to relocate to a
suburb outside of the city we drove
straight down Washington Street

from Roslindale and right into
Norwood. As we drove through
Norwood we remarked on how
well cared for the town seemed.
We sat in the town common and
looked around the center. It felt like
an active, diverse, vibrant, and safe
community with easy access to the
city both by drive and public trans-
portation. It had a small city feel
while being a well-kept suburban
town.

But we are now very con-
cerned.  If we fail to pass this over-
ride, Norwood is really going to
change. Our Department of Pub-
lic Works will not have the funds
to do the required road work or
manage snow removal like they
have in the past.  Maintenance for
town buildings, parks, and cem-
eteries will soon start to be deferred
or reduced. This will eventually
result in a Norwood that looks
shabby and uninviting. The truth
is this override isn’t just a school
budget solution – it will also pro-
vide needed funds to support the
dwindling general government
budget.

We are also concerned that our
home value will suffer. Young
families will choose other towns
with better schools and real estate
investment return over Norwood.
Norwood families who can afford
to will move to other towns with
better schools and fully funded
town services. Children who do
graduate from Norwood Public
Schools could run the risk of be-
ing under-educated and under-val-
ued with fewer opportunities. How
many of those who move here just
because it’s cheap or those who
stay because taxes are low be will-
ing to invest themselves into the
long-term future of this commu-
nity?

We are truly lucky to call
Norwood home. We love this town
and want to actively be part of its
continued success. We have so
many amazing amenities here and
most residents care deeply about
the future of this community. We
would love to see this override
pass to keep our town beautiful
and keep our home’s value com-
parable to how it has been increas-
ing historically. We do not mind
spending a few more dollars a
month to contribute to maintain-
ing a bright future for Norwood.
Mark your calendar and vote YES
on June 3rd!

Sarah Aprea
Norwood

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.
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The Record Book continued from page 8

items.  Come early for best selection! 
Call Sunny O’Malley for more informa-
tion at 781-326-7799.

The proceeds will be used to support
DAR’s patriotic, historic, and educational
endeavors, such as the Good Citizen Award
given to four deserving High School Se-
niors from the area who were chosen as
Good Citizens by their classmates and
teachers.  At graduation in June, each will
receive a check from the Aaron Guild Chap-

ter.  The Chapter also donates the maga-
zine “American Spirit” to four public librar-
ies in the area:  Norwood, Westwood,
Walpole, and Canton.

The Aaron Guild Chapter of the DAR
is made up of members from the towns of
Norwood, Westwood, Walpole, Canton, and
Medfield, as well as other nearby commu-
nities.  The Daughters of the American
Revolution are a patriotic service organi-
zation, open to any woman over the age

of 18, regardless of race, ethnic back-
ground, or creed, who can prove direct
lineal descent from a soldier, sailor, or pa-
triot rendering material aid to the Ameri-
can Revolution.  The Aaron Guild Chap-
ter welcomes new members.  Call Terry
Whetstone at 781-329-8463 for more in-
formation if you are interested in joining.

VILLAGE FAIR 5K ROAD RACE
The annual Village Fair 5K Road Race

is set for Saturday, June 8.  Part of
Epiphany Parish’s 71st annual Village
Fair, the race begins at 9:00 a.m. at the

church, located at 62 Front Street in
Walpole.  This year’s race will feature a
new route running through the center of
Walpole, as well as electronic chip tim-
ing.

The first 100 registered runners will
receive an LED arm band provided by
race sponsor Walpole Cooperative Bank. 
Proceeds from the race will support the
Walpole High School Cross Country &
Track and Field Boosters’ Scholarship
program.  For more information or to reg-
ister for the race visit
www.villagefair5k.com.
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