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The Library Board is lauding the accomplishments of the Morrill Me-
morial Library's language program.

COURTESY PHOTO

The new Coakley Middle School Project recently had its topping off
ceremony.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Norwood Police Department reported last week an officer-involved shooting that took place around
Morse Street in Norwood after an approximate 40-minute confrontation.

PHOTO BY NORWOOD POLICE

Library touts language program
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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The Norwood Library
Board of Trustees met re-
cently and discussed its adult
English language learner
(ELL) program’s achieve-
ments and, hopefully, expan-
sion.

Library Outreach Coordi-
nator Kirstie David, along
with Library Director
Clayton Cheever, discussed
the program’s current popu-
larity with local businesses.

“We had the general man-
ager of Four Points Sheraton
reach out to us months ago
and ask us if we would con-
sider having one of our tutors

do onsite tutoring there,”
David said. “They have many
ELL employees,  and she
(General Manager Shoumala
Ghosh) helps them out to
give them a leg up.”

David said the group
started in November and has
nine students, and as a pilot
at least, will run for three
months. She said the employ-
ers are paying for the em-
ployees to take the classes.

“They are really support-
ing this, they want it to be a
success, and so far it’s been
received really well,” she
said. “It’s going strong and
we’re going to have a second
group start in January at a
different level.”

David said the current tu-
tor wants to expand the pro-
gram and keep the students
coming for the offsite in-
struction. She added that an-
other local business is look-
ing to enroll employees as
well.

“I think there’s an oppor-
tunity to do that more with
local businesses under the
right circumstances,” she
said.

Member John Hall asked
if there was any way they
could highlight these pro-
grams, their successes and
the benefit they provide to
the Norwood community and

New Middle School
under budget
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Woman shot by NPD is recovering,
identity yet to be released PrPrPrPrProject is ahead of scheduleoject is ahead of scheduleoject is ahead of scheduleoject is ahead of scheduleoject is ahead of schedule

Some milestones were
reached by the Coakley
Middle School (CMS) rebuild
project currently underway at
the site on Washington Street
in South Norwood.

Just last week, the school
celebrated its topping off cer-
emony, where the last steel
girder was signed by anyone
who came to the ceremony
and placed on top of the struc-
ture, along with an evergreen
tree, as tradition dictates this
will bring good luck. At the
most recent School Commit-
tee meeting, Schools Super-
intendent David Thomson
said they are already starting
on other parts of the buildings’

construction.
“It represents the ceremo-

nial finishing of the steel su-
perstructure of the building
and, as we have mentioned
before, this building is ahead
of schedule,” Thomson said.
“I don’t think that this cer-
emony was even estimated to
be held until the end of Janu-
ary, just to give you an idea.
And we are under budget.
Things are going very well. I
want to thank Vertex and W.T.
Rich on the construction as-
pect of the project, and it was
good to see our architect, (Ai3
Architect) Justin Thibeault to
celebrate this construction
milestone.”

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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The Norwood Police De-
partment (NPD) reported
shooting a woman who was
brandishing a gun at herself
and officers last week in
South Norwood.

According to the police re-
port the incident started at the
Planet Self-Storage facility in
the Space Center at 83 Morse
St. on Dec. 22 at around 1
p.m. NPD Chief William
Brooks gave a statement af-
ter the shooting. He said the
woman, who is currently re-
covering from the injury in
Boston, got into an argument
with someone at the facility.

“She was holding a hand-
gun, which she pointed at the

man she was having the dis-
pute with,” Brooks said. “He
was the one who generated
the 911 call. We also learned
at that time she was holding a
gun to her head and had gone
out into the parking lot of the
business.”

Brooks said marked and
unmarked vehicles from the
NPD arrived and reported
confirmation of seeing the
woman holding the firearm,
initially holding it to her head.

“Officers attempted to talk
with her and negotiate with
her to find out what she
needed,” Brooks said. “The
officer doing the negotiating
went back and forth with her
over the course of close to 45
minutes. Initially, she was hold-

ing the weapon to her head,
and then she began to walk
around the parking lot and, on
several occasions, walked to-
wards the officers. We gave
verbal commands for her to go
back.”

Brooks said the woman,
who at the time of publication
has not been identified, went
back and forth with officers.

“And then she would walk
towards the street again, hold-
ing the firearm alternately be-
tween holding it to her head
and then pointing it at the of-
ficers,” he said. “The officers
held their fire. My hat is re-
ally off to them for that, be-
cause she was clearly point-
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the region as well. Cheever
said they are already on it,
and are currently surveying
the program’s active students
to understand what goals they
have set for themselves – ba-
sically what progress in lan-
guage proficiency they are
looking to achieve – and how
they’ve been progressing.

“I’m sure we’ll be har-
vesting individual examples
for future inspiration and to
demonstrate the effectiveness
of what we’re doing, and
we’re definitely all aligned in
thinking there are some great
stories here,” he said. “What
we need to do is to figure out,
while protecting people’s pri-
vacy, how to celebrate these
accomplishments.”

David said the library’s
regular language program is

Language Program continued from page 1
also going strong, with 67 ac-
tive tutors currently helping
to teach English learners and
adult literacy programs com-
bined. She added that several
tutors currently have more
than one student.

In other news, there have
been some updates to library
maintenance and repair is-
sues. Cheever said the library
is still waiting on some parts
for a heating, ventilation, air
conditioning (HVAC) repair
going on.

“But the building is main-
taining temperature, which is
a big concern as i t  gets
colder,” he said. “The  big-
ger challenge now is  we have
to turn up the temperature
manually in a couple of dif-
ferent zones but then have to
make sure folks remember to
turn temps down. They con-
sistently remember to turn
them up, but sometimes it can
get quite warm, as we expe-
rienced a couple of weeks
ago, because things got busy
and all of a sudden, we were
all sweating. It will be nice
when we can get that fixed.”

Cheever added that they
are also waiting on parts for
an elevator repair that could
take the service out for a
couple of days when the work
begins.

In other news, Library Ad-
ministrative Assistant Casey
Argyrou said the State De-
partment audited the library’s
passport program recently.
She said the library’s pro-
gram passed with flying col-
ors and received a citation
because of how well it ran
and performed security op-
erations.

“This is something that

happens regularly bi-annu-
ally. Because of COVID-19
we hadn’t had one in four
years so we were due for
one.”

She said a member of the
State Department Fraud Task
Force comes to the depart-
ment and reviews how they
operate.

“And sits down and does
a test with several of our
agents,” she said. “It was my-
self, Patti Bailey and one of
our new agents, Nicole Dana
who sat down with the agent
for about three hours. It’s
quite a lengthy process, but
we all passed with flying col-
ors, so that was really good
news.”

Cheever also said that
many patrons are asking
about the large language
models – known colloquially
as art if icial  intel l igence
(however they are essentially
chatbots, as per Wikipedia) –
like ChatGPT. He said he will
start looking into it and will
hopefully be presenting to the
library – and Town officials
as he said Town Manager
Tony Mazzucco asked him to
present later in January next
year – to help educate resi-
dents on what these programs
are, what their limitations are
and what they could be use-
ful for. He invited anyone in-
terested to keep an eye out
for the presentation on the
calendar.

“Or if you have specific
expertise and would like to
share those with me so I can
share with everyone else,” he
said. “I’m still learning a lot
myself, but I think I know
enough to share and help
raise everyone up a bit.”
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Middle School continued from page 1

Thomson said progress is
continuing.

“Also if you get a chance
to look, you can see they’re
building from the eastern
southern end to the northwest
end, and as you go, if you
look at the building from be-
hind the existing Coakley
Middle School, you can see
they’ve already put the wood
and other things on top of the
steel,” he said. “So they just
kind of keep moving right to
left as they go. It was actu-
ally pretty amazing to watch
them put the steel up.”

At the most recent Middle
School Building Committee
(MSBC) meeting,  Vertex
Project  Manager Chase
Terrio reviewed the project’s
third change order involving
two major items.

The first was a proposal
for an alternative method of
millwork that nets the project
budget $57,665 in the credit
column. Terrio said this alter-
native was presented by a lo-
cal fabricator and everything
looked good.

“They have in-house de-
tails that allow for streamlin-
ing and assembly, and equal
alternate hardware that they
recommended for cost sav-
ings,” he said. “We reviewed
that in our weekly meeting
and felt it makes no differ-
ence in quality to the end re-

sult, and so we are recom-
mending that.”

The second item was for
$81,276.30, as unsuitable
soils were found on the build-
ing site. Terrio said they have
found unsuitable soil as well
on other areas of the site, in-
cluding a roadway.

“This cost is associated
with unsuitable soil within
the footprint of the building
itself,” Terrio said. “We do
have some unsuitable soils
under the roadway that
haven’t yet been addressed
and we’re coordinating that
probably in the weeks ahead
here. But in this case we do
have some additional unsuit-
able soils that will have to be
removed and replaced for the
access  road around the
building.”

MSBC Chair Alan Slater
asked if they found any other
unsuitable soils on the site
aside from the two areas dis-
cussed, and Terrio said not
at this time.

“To date, that’s all we
know of,” he said. “We’re
not aware of anything else.”

Lastly, Terrio said there
was an unexpected overage
of $2,378.50 in Norwood
Fire Department details that
would also be covered by the
contingency.

The total hit to the con-
t ingency budget  i s

$83,654.80. The $57,665 will
be put back into the general
project budget.

“If for some reason that
cont ingency fund is  ex-
hausted, we would revisit
this,” Terrio said.

In terms of a general up-
date, Terrio said they have
completed work on Structural
Zone C, which is the last of
the three buildings. He said
they will start underground
work on Zones A and C as
well as starting the building
wrap in order to retain heat.
He said upcoming work in-
cluded structural steel in
Zones B and A, as well as util-
ity work and slab placement
on floors 2-through-4 in Zone
3. For more information on
the project and to see the
regular posted updates, go to
NewCMSproject.org

Norwood Art Hop expands

Tax Solutions, Modern Eyes and Custom Art Framing all hosted doz-
ens of pieces for this month's Art Hop. Custom Art Framing employees
and visitors shown above.
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Three local businesses in
Norwood recently hosted the
newest iteration of the
Norwood Art Hop throughout
the Downtown.

Custom Art Framing, Mod-
ern Eyes and Tax Solutions all
hosted local artists’ work at
their business locations. Local
artist and organizer marypaz
said the idea was to showcase
local talent in a way that helps
drive foot traffic to local busi-
nesses, get the word out about

Norwood’s talent and, hope-
fully, sell a few pieces while
they’re at it.

“I think people will be really
happy to see all this; I mean this
is way more art than we had at
the last one,” she said, pointing
to local artists Sam Price,
Priscilla Thomas, Ina Nenortas,,
Jonathan Cardoni and more at
the Tax Solutions location. “I’m
really happy about this; I think
it’s just great.”

marypaz said she is looking
establish a full-time gallery, but
she first has to get a non-profit
designation.

“This is wonderful, but this
is really hard on Tax Solutions,
as they’re trying to work right
now!” she said. “I’m not the qui-
etest person when hanging
things either.”

Modern Eyes’ Christina
Stetson said she has several
pieces from local artist Dick
Foster and several photographs
she took herself on display. She
said hosting visual art in her
business made a great deal of
sense, and she said she was
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Good Deeds: Holiday Movie Quiz
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Letters to the Editor
HAPPY HOLIDAYS VERSUS MERRY CHRISTMAS

To the Editor:
Before Thanksgiving people say: Happy Thanksgiving. After

Christmas people say: Happy New Year. But after Thanksgiving
and before Christmas people say: Happy Holidays. What
holiday”S” are we talking about?

The only holiday that’s left is Christmas. Why can’t we say
it? Why do so many people in official positions, in business, in
retail, and in the media insist on saying Happy Holidays instead
of Merry Christmas, or Holiday Season instead of Christmas Sea-
son, or even Holiday Tree instead of Christmas Tree? We say
Winter Vacation instead of Christmas Vacation even though
Christmas is why the vacation even exists.

We can say Happy Hanukkah, which is not an official holi-
day. I had someone in an official position tell me that they would
get into “trouble” if they asked people to say Merry Christmas
instead of Happy Holidays. Is the word Christmas a four letter
word or saying it against the law? Are we insulting people who
don’t believe in Christmas or GOD? What about the millions of
Christians who do believe? Is it okay to insult them by denying
Christmas as the holiday, because that’s what you’re doing.

In a sense Thanksgiving is more directly about GOD than is
Christmas and it’s okay to say Happy Thanksgiving. On Thanks-
giving we thank GOD for all that we have. But, on Christmas we
celebrate the birth of a MAN who has influenced western civili-
zation and much of the rest of the world’s civilization more than
any other. The nativity Crèche, which many towns won’t display
anymore, is the story of that man’s birth. Christmas and the Crèche
are only religious to Christians. But it’s ok to display pagan sym-
bols during Halloween. Christians, who believe in Christ’s di-
vinity and love Christmas, do not force anyone else to believe in
his divinity.

If people don’t want to acknowledge Christmas as the holi-
day, then perhaps the federal and states’ governments should dis-
continue it as a holiday and Christians will celebrate Christmas
in their own way. Retailers claim they make 30% or more of their
yearly income during Christmas. It’s ok to profit from Christ-
mas, but don’t say the word Christmas. They shouldn’t mind los-
ing their Christmas business.

Until the Christmas holiday is stopped, and even if it is, we
should all say “MERRY CHRISTMAS!”

K. Washburn
Norwood

THE RIDE NEEDS TO IMPROVE ITS SERVICES
To the Editor:  
I speak for SENIORS (at least some of them) who use the RIDE

for transportation.
Being a senior depending on the RIDE, these are some of the

 things that  have happened to me. I have had to rebook medical ap-
pointments because no one calls to say your ride will be late.  Then, you
have to call to ask what happened. I have been picked up in Hyde Park
for my appointment and then taken to Quincy for another pickup be-
fore being brought to the location I need to be at.  I have been on the
RIDE for more than an hour.  Finally, there is no one to complain to.

Don’t get me wrong. I am thankful for the service, but a little re-
spect for the passengers would be greatly appreciated.  I want to add
that the drivers are great (at least some of them). Maybe it’s a sched-
uling problem.  I am asking that someone within the Ride system to
please help.  I am also asking other seniors that if you have problems of
your own, please complain!  

A.L.Veale
Hyde Park

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
The Norwood Record
661 Washington St,

Suite 202
Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@norwoodrecord.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.

Register of Deeds
William

O'Donnell

It’s that time of season. So, let’s admit,
we all love a good Christmas movie, and
there are plenty of good ones.

Now I’ll let you in on a little secret, some
of my favorite Christmas films deal with the
home and the holidays. Maybe that is because
here at the Norfolk Registry of Deeds my fine
staff and I are handling land record docu-
ments for the biggest asset most of us have -
Our home. Or maybe it’s just a coincidence!

Anyway, “Home is where the heart is.” A
memorable holiday movie can make you
laugh and pull on your heartstrings. Here are
two of my favorite classic Christmas mov-
ies. Although I must say the Christmas movie
“Elf” is one of my favorite Christmas films.
It is uplifting and funny.

So, pour yourself an eggnog, munch on a
holiday cookie, sit by a roaring fire, and take
this year’s holiday movie quiz.

  It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)

1.) George was going to be an adven-
turous bachelor and travel the world, but
instead, he wound up with a wonderful
family and lived life in the old….
A.) Bedford House   B.) Granville House 
 C.) Hatch House

2.) What was the name of the fictional
town in It’s a Wonderful Life called?... A.)
Breading Hills   B.) Seneca Falls   C.)
Bedford Falls

  3.) What’s the bank’s name that was
a thorn in the side of the villain Potter?...
A.) Bailey Bank   B.) Bailey Brothers Build-
ing & Loan  C.) Bank of Bedford Falls 

4.) What was George Bailey’s wife’s
name?. ..A.) Mary   B.) Charlotte   C.)
Martha

5.) What was the fixture in George
Bailey’s house that always came un-
glued?... A.) A picture falling off the wall
  B.) A knob of a banister C.) Kitchen tile

6.)  What was the first name of the an-
gel sent to help George?... A.) Peter   B.)
Gabriel   C.) Clarence

7.) At the movie’s end, the townspeople
sing what song in George’s parlor?...
A.) Joy to the World   B.) Auld Lang Syne
  C.) Jingle Bells

8.) For helping George through his cri-
sis what did the angel earn?... A.) Wings
  B.) Halo   C.) His own cloud: Miracle on
34th Street (1947)

9.) What’s the one present the little girl
in the movie wished for that would make

her believe Kris Kringle was the real
Santa Claus?... A.) Doll   B.) Pony   C.)
House

10.)  Who played the little girl Susan
in the movie?... A.) Shirley Temple   B.)
Natalie Wood   C.) Doris Day

11.)  What was the department store’s
name where Kris Kringle worked?... A.)
Macy’s   B.) Gimbels   C.) Bloomingdales

12.) When a sad little girl sat on Kris
Kringle’s lap who couldn’t speak English,
he made her happy when he was able to
converse with her. What was the lan-
guage?... A.) French   B.) Polish   C.) Dutch

13.) When Santa (Kris) got into a con-
frontation with Macy’s psychologist
where did they send him?... A.) Bellevue
Hospital   B.) Jail   C.) North Pole

14.) What government agency declared
Kris Kringle, Santa?... A.) FBI   B.) U.S.
Treasury   C.) Post Office

15.) When little Susie ran into a house
for sale on Christmas Day believing it was
her new home, what made the viewer
think Santa was there?... A.) A cane left  
B.) A half-filled glass of milk   C.) Santa’s
stocking

As Buddy the Elf says “The best way to
spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all
to hear.” From all of us here at the Norfolk
Registry of Deeds a happy holiday season and
a healthy new year to all.

Answers 1.)B  2.)C   3.)B   4.)A   5.)B  
6.)C   7.)B   8.)A  9.) C 10.)B   11.)A  12.)C
  13.)A   14.)C  15.)A

  Note: if you got at least 12 correct an-
swers you’ve earned your wings, 6 to 11 cor-
rect answers there’s a gift under the tree for
you, 3 to 5 correct answers a Christmas cookie
is on your plate.

Electric trains: formerly
a toy for this season

GaleoGaleoGaleoGaleoGaleotatatatata
Continued on page 5

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

I suspect that young boys
today, exposed to all sorts of
gaming devices, are not “into”
electric trains.  Even if they
are, I doubt that many of them
would match my own zeal for
them in the mid 1950s.

The highlight of pre-Christ-
mas experiences was my par-
ents’ taking me to the Fifth
Floor Annex of Jordan Marsh
downtown where Winter meets
Summer (streets, that is). 

There I would gawk for as long
as they would let me at the huge
layout of Lionel trains criss-
crossing each other through a
vast array of tunnels and
bridges all within a delightfully
appointed village.

Every Christmas my set
grew by one or two additions—
perhaps a box car, grade cross-
ing, or a switch track.
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 This article is intended for information purposes only and does not
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any other governmental entity. To sub-
mit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-
security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Are Spousal Benefits
Always a Factor?

Dear Rusty:  Both my
wife and I have worked our
entire lives. When we retire,
will we both be entitled to
full benefit amount each, or
will there always be a spou-
sal factor in there? Also, how
are those benefits calculated
- based on your highest sala-
ries throughout your career,
or your ending salaries when
you retire?

    S igned:  Looking
Ahead

Dear Looking: Prior to
retiring from work is a smart
time to investigate how So-
cial Security will fit into
your golden years. To answer
your second question first,
each person’s personal SS
retirement benefit is based
on the highest earning 35
years over their entire life-
time, with earlier years ad-
jus ted for  inf la t ion.  The
person’s Average Indexed
Monthly Earnings (AIME) -
essentially the person’s life-
time average inflation-ad-
jus ted monthly  earnings
amount - is first determined.
Using AIME, the person’s
Primary Insurance Amount
(PIA) is calculated using a
specia l  benef i t  formula
which will yield a PIA of
about 40% or less of the
person’s AIME. The PIA is
the amount received if ben-
efits start in the month full
retirement age or “FRA” is
attained (as you can see, So-
cia l  Secur i ty  l ikes  acro-
nyms).

Since you and your wife
were both born after 1959,
FRA for both of you is 67.
The age when you claim ben-
efits, relative to your FRA,
determines how much you’ll
get. Claim before FRA and
your  benef i t  i s  reduced;
claim after your FRA and
your SS retirement benefit
will be more (up to age 70
when maximum is reached);
claim at your FRA and your
benefit will equal your PIA
– the full (100%) amount
you’ve earned from a life-
time of working.

Spouse benef i ts  only
come into play if the PIA for
one of you is less than 50%
of the other’s PIA. In that
case, the spouse with the
lower PIA gets a “spousal
boost” to their own SS retire-
ment benefit when claimed.
The amount of the “spousal
boost” will be the difference
between the lower PIA and
half of the higher PIA, but
the amount of the “spousal
boost”  (as  wel l  as  the
person’s own SS retirement
amount) will be reduced if
benefits are claimed before

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social

Security Advisor

full retirement age. Any
t ime SS benef i ts  are
claimed before full retire-
ment age, those benefits are
permanently reduced.

If one spouse is entitled
to a “spousal boost” from
the other,  the  spousal
amount will reach maxi-
mum at the recipient’s full
retirement age. Thus, if the
lower  earning par tner ’s
highest benefit will be as a
spouse, then that spouse
should not  wai t  beyond
their FRA to claim. If, in-
stead, the lower earning
partner’s own SS benefit at
age 70 is more than their
spousal amount, waiting
longer than FRA to claim
could be prudent, depend-
ing on life expectancy.

So, as you can see, de-
ciding when to claim Social
Security benefits should
consider many things, in-
c luding f inancia l  need,
work status if claiming be-
fore FRA, marital status,
and life expectancy. But it
is your lifetime earnings
which determines your SS
retirement benefit amount,
and it is how your FRA en-
titlements compare to each
other  that  determines
whether spousal benefits
will be paid.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpreta t ions  of  the
AMAC Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA
and the AMAC Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by the
Social Security Administra-
tion or any other govern-
mental entity. To submit a
question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory)  or  emai l  us  a t
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Art Hop continued from page 3

Galeota continued from page 4
  In those days there were

two great types of electric trains: 
American Flyer with its smaller
gauge, and Lionel with its unre-
alistic third track. Lionel had the
most appeal to me.   Two weeks
before Christmas my father
would drag up my Lionel train
set from the dusty bin in our Ja-
maica Plain triple decker’s cel-
lar, a bin that had until very re-
cently harbored dusty coal to
heat our flat until much cleaner
oil had come onto the scene.  He
had also provided me with a 4-
by 8-foot piece of plywood on
which to position the tracks. 
These I set up in my bedroom
and was content to let the
smoke-producing locomotive go
around in endless ovals; with its

headlight on in a darkened set-
ting, the train had even more
appeal after sunset.  Because of
space limitations the set had to
be disassembled after a week or
two of enthusiastic play.

  On Christmas morning my
father and I would traipse over
to my godfather’s house on Li-
lac Terrace (formerly Struzzieri
Terrace) in Roslindale; there my
older cousins had a much larger
set of Lionel trains.  There I rev-
eled in the clickety-clack of the
diesel locomotives as they made
their way around the huge base-
ment.

  And just as the onset of
January 1 meant the taking
down of the Christmas tree—
tinsel had to be laboriously re-

moved to be saved for next
year—New Year’s also indi-
cated that it was time to
deconstruct the tracks and put all
Lionel gear into the dusty, former
coal bin for another year.   Elec-
tric trains were a Christmas tra-
dition for me, but just as Jackie
Paper outgrew his beloved
dragon Puff in the nostalgic Pe-
ter, Paul, and Mary hymn to
childhood, my interest in my
Lionel set waned as I entered my
early teenage years, and my set
was given to younger set of cous-
ins.  And Christmas, from a secu-
lar perspective, took on new
wonders—but none to evoke the
awe that my train set did on those
cold, dark mid-December nights
leading up to Christmas.

happy to help out.
“We’ve been trying to get

a hold of an artist because we
have tons of wall space that
was just crying out for an
artist’s work,” she said. “And
as a vision provider, we
wanted to help people appre-
ciate some of the wonderful
things about having great vi-
sion.”

Stetson said Foster pro-
vided a large number of
pieces and asked that any
sales go to charity.

“He’s an amazing artist
and all of his work is acces-
sible and affordable,” she
said. “We started with this
gallery hop just as a way to
get people to enjoy the Down-
town, because Norwood Cen-
ter is one of the cutest little
downtowns you can find any-
where. It’s very Star’s Hol-
low, in a way, you know, from
Gilmore Girls.”

Custom Art Framing
owner Julie Vecchio said she
was very enthused about get-
ting involved.

“It was exciting to bring
this all together with all the
different businesses,” she
said. “I love the artists, and I
have a good connection with
them.”

Vecchio said she builds a
connection with each artist
through their work. There are
several pieces of wall art, and
murals on her building as
well, one of which is an in-
terpretation of Vincent Van
Gogh’s 'Starry Night,' from

her employee Tara Bilotta.
Bilotta painted the piece with vi-
brant color on the left side and
black and white lines on the right,
giving an impression of a work
in progress. She said that was
the intention.

“We do classes here, and we
figured artists like to collaborate
and we’re all kind of works in
progress too,” she said. “Maybe
it just conjures up some creativ-
ity and they think about how to
finish it. It was really fun, and I
really liked making the marks be-
cause in impressionism, there is
no pressure on being realistic.”

Local artist Inga Dankers
gave a demonstration of weav-
ing and was selling her pieces
at Tax Solutions. She said she
originally got into it because her
husband gave her a small rigid
weddle loom as a gift.

“This is rigid weddle weav-
ing,” she said. “I started weav-
ing when my husband gave me
a small weddle loom for our first
Christmas when I was 23 years
old. I opened up the box and
said, ‘Thank you, what is it?’”

Dankers said she’s been
weaving ever since.

“It’s sort of my relaxing
time,” she said. “I was a research
scientist and art was my hobby. I
also like to paint. I remember
when I was a teenager I asked my
mother what I should do. I said,
‘I like art, maybe I’ll be an art-
ist.’ And she said, ‘Well, that can
be your hobby.’ Then I said that I
liked to travel a lot, maybe I could
be a stewardess. She said, ‘What
are you nuts?’ And so I went into

research science.”
Photographer Priscilla

Thomas uses her pieces to
make postcards and other
items that showcase her love
of the natural world.

“I’m a member of the
Norwood Artist Association.
My dad was also a member
and taught me photography
since I was very young,” she
said. “I really enjoy it and
wanted to make it more than
just cards that I constantly give
away to my family.”

Thomas said people have
responded well to her pieces.

“It’s nice to have positive
feedback!” she said.

Local artist Sam Price
showcased his paint on black
pieces, which start off with a
black surface rather than a
white or off-white canvas. His
pieces use wild imagery to
hopefully stir the viewers’
imaginations into what they
represent rather than trying to
show a specific thing.

“I’ve always been inter-
ested in the idea of seeing
something completely back-
wards,” he said. “With my
work, just finding imagery and
ambiguity and pattern recog-
nition, that’s always been
something I find very interest-
ing. I start with a black back-
ground, add color and then I
look for patterns and different
objects I can draw and clarify.”

For more information,
e m a i l
art1communicates@gmail.com

Norwood nets road funds

RRRRRoad Foad Foad Foad Foad Fundingundingundingundingunding
Continued on page 6

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The state announced re-
cently that it is giving all mu-
nicipalities in the Common-
wealth a boost to their road
budgets this year from the Fair

Share Act funding, and
Norwood is netting $376,080 to
add to its coffers.

The Fair Share Amendment,
known colloquially as the
Millionaire’s Tax, added a 4
percent surtax on income above
$1 million every year. The leg-

islation was controversial, but
was ultimately passed by vot-
ers in the state in 2022. Accord-
ing to FairShareMA.com, more
than $150 million is going to
schools, $69 million is going to
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free school meals, $205.8 mil-
lion is going to MBTA infra-
structure, $90 million for re-
gional rail infrastructure, $109
million for financial aid to stu-
dents for public colleges, $50
million for tuition-free commu-
nity college, $70.5 million for
childcare and $150 million for
transportation infrastructure
($100 million of which is go-
ing directly to local municipal
governments).

Norwood’s share is based
on two formulas. The first $50
million, according to the state,
is being distributed using the
Chapter 90 formula that usually
distributes state funds for trans-
portation, and that’s based on
road mileage, population and
employment. The second $50
million is based on each
municipality’s share on road
mileage. No word on whether
the Automile got any extra
funding.

“Our administration said
from day one that we were go-
ing to make sure that Fair Share
revenue was used to improve
transportation and education
for our communities, as the vot-
ers intended,” said Massachu-
setts Governor Maura Healey.
“This funding is particularly
impactful because we are em-
powering cities and towns to
decide how to use it to address
their unique needs. We are
grateful to the Legislature for
making this funding available
and look forward to seeing how
the municipalities will use it to
strengthen their communities.”

The funds will be available
for the 2024 fiscal year and will
be available for use once appor-
tioned. The state stipulated that
these funds can be put to use
for construction, preservation
and improvement projects that
create or extend the life of capi-
tal facilities. This can include
things like highway projects,
pedestrian facilities and bicycle
facilities.

The state gave examples for
such projects, which included
installing sidewalks, bicycle
lanes, new pavement, side-
walks, retaining walks, cross-
ing signals, and other transpor-
tation infrastructure features.
Norwood may use this funding
to help put in more sidewalks
on Route 1 for example, or it
could use it to supplement its
repaving program currently
underway. There is no lack of
avenues for the Town to use this
funding on.

“As a former Mayor, I know
how much our cities and towns
rely on state funding to support
their infrastructure needs of
their communities,” said Mas-
sachusetts Lieutenant Governor
Driscoll. “This funding will be
a critical boost for them to
move forward on projects like
bridge preservation projects,
improving Regional Transit
Authority service, and expand-
ing multi-modal pathways.”

For more information and to
see a full list of funding appor-
tionments for all 351 local mu-
nicipalities in the state, go to
http://tinyurl.com/vpxv9fyb

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—J.W.D.

Road Funding
continued from page 5

Steward facing two lawsuits
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The owner of Norwood
Hospital, Dallas-based Steward
Health Care, is facing two law-
suits alleging false claims on
Medicare and failure to pay a
staffing company respectively.

The first lawsuit, brought to
bear by the U.S. Department of
Justice, alleged that Steward
broke the law by entering into
compensation agreements with
Dr. Arvind Agnihotri that
would increase the number of
cardiovascular surgeries at the
St. Elizabeth Medical Center in
Boston – a hospital that many
former Norwood patients have
had to relocate to – and com-
pensate Agnihotri for those re-
ferrals.

Acting U.S. Attorney for
Massachusetts Joshua Levy
stated recently that these refer-
rals – which he said netted
Agnihotri $4.86 million from
2013 to 2022 – resulted in more
than 1,000 claims to Medicare
from the hospital, worth tens of
millions of dollars.

Levy’s office contended that
this action violated the Physi-
cian Self-Referral Law, com-
monly known as the “Stark

Law.” The law contends that it
is illegal for a hospital to bill
Medicare for services referred
by a physician with whom the
hospital has a compensation
relationship that “does not meet
any statutory or regulatory ex-
ception.” Levy’s office stated
the Stark Law was put in place
to prevent physicians’ financial
arrangements from impacting
their medical decision-making.

The lawsuit contended that
Agnihotri’s $4.8 million from
these referrals was both higher
than fair market value and took
into account the volume and
value of those referrals.

Steward stated that it will
file a motion to dismiss, stat-
ing the “lawsuit is without
merit and a waste of taxpayer
money, and suffers from clear
and obvious legal defects.”

Levy said in a statement that
the lawsuit will prove Steward
knowingly submitted false
claims to Medicare.

“The government’s com-
plaint today alleges that in its
drive to increase cardiac surger-
ies at SEMC, the defendants
entered into improper compen-
sation arrangements with a car-
diac surgeon, and knowingly
submitted false claims to

Medicare,” he said in a state-
ment.

In another lawsuit, Ohio-
based staffing agency ProLink
is contending that Steward
owes it $45.7 million in unpaid
and contractually-obligated
payments for temporary em-
ployees. The lawsuit, filed in
Massachusetts, contends that
Steward engaged ProLink at
the start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic for healthcare workers
and provided more than 1,600
workers in facilities in Massa-
chusetts, Ohio, Florida, Texas,
Arizona, Louisiana, Utah and
Pennsylvania. The lawsuit spe-
cifically stated that ProLink
was used at Norwood Hospi-
tal, presumably before the
flood in June of 2020.

ProLink stated that
Steward’s failure to pay on
time “damaged ProLink in the
amount of at least $45.7 mil-
lion.” Despite Steward’s al-
leged failure to pay, ProLink
contended that it still fulfilled
its contractual obligations and
provided services.

Steward did not respond to
a request for comment by the
time of publication. For the full
complaint, go to http://
tinyurl.com/5h2c2e9p

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—M.A.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—M.A.



 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7The Norwood RecordDecember 28, 2023December 28, 2023December 28, 2023December 28, 2023December 28, 2023

FIRST HONORS

Adams, Riley
Aguirre Perez, Alejandro
Al Kailani, Jana
Allawi, Majdoulen
Allen, Melanie
Amendola, Ryan
Arpino, Isabella
Baranowski, Benjamin
Baranowski, Ellen
Barrera  Gonzalez, Jorge
Battaglia, Paul
Beals, Evan
Boutas, Eleni
Brent, Leah
Brevard, Elena
Brogadir, Nathan
Brown, Caitlin
Campbell, John
Canedo, Michaela
Carey, April
Carey, Ashley
Castagno, Ella
Castagno, Lucy
Cataldo. Camryn
Chakar, Angelina
Chastanet, Daisy
Chen, Hugo
Chen, Joyce
Cirilo Silva, Maria Eduarda
Clark, Olivia
Cloonan, Raymond
Connolly, Lillian
Connolly,  Michelle
Conolly, Sarah
Constantino, Hailey
Cosgrove, Matthew
Creamer, Riley
Creveline, Madelyn
Cronin, Natalie
Curran, Braden
Curtis, Jason
Camodaran, Govardhini
D’Annunzio, Maia
De Freitas Mendes, Gabriele
DeShiro, Benjamin
Desinor, Justina
Domercant, Claudny
Dyson, London
Eberly, Alexander
Fannon, Eleanor
Fernandes, Seanne
Flaherty, Thomas
Flanagan, Emma
Fleming, Belle
Fleming, Luke
Fleming, Zoey
Flood, Violet
Forbush, Hailey
Fruci, Lia
Gallugi, Addilyn
Gebbie, Leah
Giovangelo, Angelina
Giri, Tania
Gorman, Jolene
Gudiel, Axel
Habib, Sameer
Hachey, Erin
Hair, Jillian
Hart, Brynn
Hart, Reagan
Heilner, Suzanne
Hogan, Chase
Hogan, Michael
Holm, Mary Katherine
Hugo, Tyler
Issa, Maxwell
Jalloh, Boubacar
Jecrois, Peter
Johnson, Brody
Jordan, Ani
Kelly, James
Kelly, Michael

Kennedy, Brogan
Ketchel, Julianna
Kidd, Eleanor
Killion, Isabel
King, Ryan
Ko, Kayla
Kopoi, Dolimah
Kurtiqi, Briana
Kwon, Chloe
Lamb, Aderrion
Landry, Sean
Lane, Elizabeth
Larkee, Maureen
LeBlanc, Jack
Lee, Hannah
Lee, Samantha
Lizzi, Pedro
Lockard, Eli
Lomino, Ridley
Londergan, Gavin
Lunnin, Arianna
MacDougall, Samantha
Malley, Allison
Marenghi, Isla
Martinez Ovando, Gabriel
McCarthy, Nahla
McCarthy, Padraig
McCarthy, Willa
McDonald, Michael
McDonnell, Maeve
Michalec, Dakota
Miller, Arden
Molloy, Erin
Morgan, Emily
Morrissey, Madelyn
Mourad, Shay
Msallem, Priscella
Mulroy, James
Mulvey, Brendan
Nee, Arielle
Nguyen, Andrew
Nguyen, Olivia
Nguyen, Payton
Niemisto, Benjamin
Nieves, Giovanny
Niraula, Sambhav
Noble, Lylah
Norton, Maren
O’Neil, Aly
Orpen, Mia
Orpen, Ryan
Panos, Stella
Patel, Brinda
Pederson, Olivia
Penza, Abigail
Phillips, Cadence
Pinnick, Nicayla
Pollawit, Arianna
Powers, Alexis
Powers, Sienna
Prieve, Lydia
Purohit, Yug
Raynaud, Saskya
Reen, Courtney
Renju, Rean
Ribeiro, Kayo
Rizzo, Johnathan
Rizzo, Lucas
Roby, Camryn
Rodriguez, Domenic
Rodriguez, Salvatore
Roffi, John
Romero, Tomas
Saint Germain, Jean Steven
Santos, Brayan
Sarno, Thalia
Selvaraj, Sarvesh
Sharma, Hardeek
Shaw, Cameron
Shea, Courtney
Silva, Tiago
Sorey, Jason
Sri  Ananda Ganapathy,
Thanisha

Stanfield, Lilah
Stefantsiv, Maia
Swain, Sara
Sweeney, Matthew
Taggart, Jack
Thornton, Campbell
Toli, Adelisa
Torres, Benjhamin
Torres-Sola, Emerson
Trivedi, Anika
Tsoi, Chloe
Tullos, Preseley
Valeri, Brooke
Vallejo-Colon, Yadriel
Varney, Jaclyn
Varney, Luke
Velasquez, Andy
Verrochi, Lucas
Vidinha, Mason
Wade, Nickiyus
West, Zoe
Woods, Adriana
Young, Ashton
Young, Ryan

SECOND HONORS

Abdallah, Camil
Abrams, Mason
Addo, Stephen
Ahmed, Shareen
Alicea, Jossiah
Alves Gomes Botelho, Jaime
Amendola, Joseph
Andrade, Ethan
Angers, Sadie
Anselme, Maura
Arebalo Gallardo, Genesis
Avila, Sebastian
Aydamouni, Thomas
Barbosa Soares, Lorena
Barron, Bridget Sara
Bartucca, Joseph
Bechara, Chris
Belachew, Yosef
Bletzer, Ariana
Bouchard, Andrew
Boyd, Daniel
Bradley, Gwendolyn
Bradley, Harold
Brigante, Kadence
Brito Bittencourt, Maria
Brown, Graham
Caille, Timothy
Carey, Trevor
Carrion, Angella
Castaneda Rodriguez,
Camila
Charles, Jayden
Chastanet, Parker
Choppala, Hemanth
Coelho, Julian
Colby, Cade
Colby, Cassiddie
Collins, Megan
Condon, Luke
Connolly, Timothy
Conway, Natalie
Cook, Stella
Corcoran, Gavin
Cosby, Anabel
Coyle, Shealyn
Cronin, Melanie
Crowe, Hannah
Cunningham, Caleb
Cushing, James
Da’darah, Ali
Dalzell, Catherine
Dana, Maxwell
Danitschek, Audrina
Darcy, Alyssa
David, Layla
Davidson, Scarlett
de Almeida, Arthur

DeCastro, Logan
Deckard, Elijah
Deeks, Margeaux
DeJesus, Eliana
DiFlaminies, Alaina
DiMarzio, Brianna
Doherty, Daniel
Dreeik, Nizar
El Awad, Riana
El Massih, Gerard
El Massih, Joe
Evans, Emilia
Fadel, Charbel
Fallon, Kolton
Farioli, Giada
Feliciano, Jaelynn
Feroli, Ciara
Flahive, Thomas
Flanagan, John
Flahgan, Michael
Foehl, Henry
Forbes, Brenna
Fortier, Emma
Fruci, Frank
Fsahi, Maysae
Gagliard, Charles
Gilmore, Jayla
Gloddy, Rowan
Gloddy, Seamus
Goldberg, Elijah
Goldberg, Eva
Golden, Emerson
Gomes, Melissa
Gorman, Abigail
Goulart, Gabriel
Gover, Nora
Grady, Ava
Griffin Freestone, Destiny
Griffin, Samantha
Guenette, Ashley
Guzman, Priscilla
Hanna, Michael
Harvey, Vegas
Hoffman, Christian
Howard, Kaylee
Isaacs Newton, Joshua
Jean Louis, Moses
Jean Louis, Priscilla
Jefferson, Amaralee
Kalia, Amaya
Kamara, Gibril
Kattarwala, Ammaar
Kelly, Aislin
Kelly, Ian
Kern, Travis
Khadka, Prachi
Killion, Emma
Kowalski, Eileen
Kuhn, Tyler
Kumar, Siddharth
Laing, Alina
Lamar, Janaii
Lamberti, Jolene
Larkee, Joseph
Le, Alicia
Leal, Sophie
Ledezma-Sanchez, Cassandra
Leonardo Perez, Dennis
Lesperance, Isaiah
Letourneau, Keegan
Lopes Mazzoni Vidal, Davi
Lorenzo, Angel
Lundin, Genevieve
Lynch, Kyle
MacDougall, Anna
Maldonado Yanes, Damian
Marcelonis, Marisa
Martin, Edward
Martin, James
Martin, Reilly
Mathews, Kirk
McCann, Jenna
McCarthy, Ava
McDonnell, Kamryn

McGee, Ethan
McGroggan, Catherine
McNamara-Cushman, Owen
Medna, Levi
Melville, Connor
Michaelidis, Sofia
Michaelidis, Stylianos
Murphy, Charlotte
Musa, Talia
Nasson, Samantha
Nataupsky, Luke
Naughton, Julia
Needham, Sean
Nepal, Christina
Nguyen, Han
Noble, Owen
Noel, Seth
O'Donnell, Seamus
Pena, Isabella
Penza, Emma
Pereira Soares, Ana
Pereira, Sophia
Peters, Mason
Peterson, Madelyn
Petrillo, Ella
Quaranto, Joseph
Rais, Kinslee
Ramos Cornejo, Bryan
Ramos Malave, Harold
Randall, Cyril
Randall, Farrah
Randall, Joshua
Randall, Keegan
Randall, Owen
Reid, Jakya
Reid, Maliek
Riccardi, Giana
Rivera, Autumn
Rivera, Makayla
Robinson, Jeremiah
Roffi, Joseph
Romanov, Uma
Saber, Nicholas
Sanchez-Ledezma, Juan
Sanders, Owen
Sawyers, Sophia
Sayers, Jameson
Seitz, Charles
Seitz, Christopher
Sejourne, Nelson
Serratore, Nicholas
Shalders, Esmeralda
Silva, Anthony
Skinner-Velazquez, Mia
Slayden-Ellis, Nevaya
Smith, Jasmiah
Snyder, Brennan
St Hilaire, Dalian
St Mary, Devin
Stilwell, Keegan
Stone, Dominic
Sutherland, Alyssa
Sweeney, Elizabeth
Taylor, John
Tisme Berrios, Aniyah
Torres Ruiz, Valentina
Tourna, Sam
Tucker, Owen
Turner, Noah
Vargas, Solangel
Velasquez, Liliana
Veliaj, Royce
Volpp. Gabriella
Walsh, Keith
Walsh, Samuel
Warner, Cyrus
Watfa, Maryana
Weafer, Ashley
White Wilkerson, Cartier
Williams-Garcia, Jaziyah
Wilson-Saulnier, Michael
Wong, Lauren
Woolley, Donovan
Yeldhanda, Nakshatra Reddy

Coakley Middle School Term 1 Honor Roll
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For the Record Morrill Library Events
Registration is required and free for all events below unless

otherwise indicated. Sign up at norwoodlibrary.org/
morrillcalendar, or call the Reference Desk at 781-769-0200 x2.

TRIVIA NIGHT!
The Morrill Memorial Library is excited to challenge you to a

fun night of trivia on Tuesday, January 16 starting at 7pm in the
Simoni Room of the Library!

Register as a team of up to 4 people, or really test your mettle
and play solo. Questions will range widely in subject and increase
in difficulty with each new round. Trivia questions are geared to-
ward adults in content and challenge rating; this event is recom-
mended for players 16 and older. We’ll keep score over the course
of the evening, but please note that we’ll be playing for bragging
rights only.

SENSORY-FRIENDLY MOVIE FRIDAY
The Morrill Memorial Library is offering an in-person sensory-

friendly movie on the 4th Friday of the month for adults with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities.

Join us for our Sensory-friendly Friday movie at the Library!
This program will be held in-person in the Simoni Room on Friday
January 26, from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. Our January movie in the
Sensory-friendly Friday movie series is Disney’s Elemental, rated
PG.

SENSORY-FRIENDLY LEGO NIGHT FOR ADULTS
Morrill Memorial Library is excited to partner with the L.E.A.D.

program affiliated with Norwood High School to host a Sensory-
friendly Lego Club for Adults. Our January Lego club meeting will
be held in-person at the library on Thursday January 25, from 12:30
pm to 1:30 pm.

Please join the L.E.A.D. students in this creative adventure. Just
bring your imagination - we will provide the Legos. The Club is
free, inclusive, and open to anyone ages 18+. It is specially designed
for adults with different levels of abilities.

QIGONG CLASSES
Morrill Memorial Library is excited to announce a series of

Qigong classes on four Thursday evenings in January with David
Sholemson of 3 Body Healing Arts. The program is called 3 Body
Qigong for Health and Healing and will take place from 6:30 pm to
7:30 pm on January  4, 11, 18, and 25.

David will be teaching the attendees the practice of 3 Body
Qigong. This form of Qigong helps to energize your body, mind
and spirit. It has been known to reduce stress, depression, and nega-
tive emotions by improving the flow of energy in your body and
quieting your mind. This 4-week series will include body tapping,
meridian stretching, practicing/learning to feel energy, and music
meditation/sound healing. Start the new year with a positive plan to
improve your health and re-discover that peaceful place within.

The class will be standing and seated as well as on the ground so
please bring a mat. Movements can be adapted to be done in the
chair. Please arrive 5-10 minutes before class as we will begin at
6:30 pm promptly.

Separate registration is required for each session.

MONDAY MOVIE MATINEE
Morrill Memorial Library is excited to launch Monday Movie

Matinee, a film series starting on January 8. The series will run
from January - May. The films will be shown on the 2nd and 4th
Monday of the month at 1PM. Movie dates are: 1/ 8, 1/22, 2/12, 2/
26, 3/11, 3/25, 4/22, 5/13. January movies are: A Man Called Otto
(126 mins) and Asteroid City (105 mins).

WOMAN’S CLUB
FOOD DRIVE

On January 16th, between 10
a.m. and 12 p.m., the Norwood
Woman’s Club will be collecting
the following items in the Knights
of Columbus parking lot. 572
Nichols St. or will accept checks
made out to the Norwood Food
Pantry. Everyone is invited to stop
by with a donation.

Items particularly in need of
include instant mashed potatoes
(13oz), instant rice, tea (black,
green or herbal), coffee (instant,
regular or decaf), jams/jellies,
crackers (graham, Ritz,
Townhouse, Triscuits, Saltines)
white albacore tuna or small
canned chicken , pasta (ziti, penne,
elbows, spaghetti etc) pasta sauce
(tomato, marinara, tomato basil
etc.), oatmeal (small canisters- in-
stant and old fashioned).

PARKWAY CONCERT
 ORCHESTRA - OPENINGS
FOR ALL POSITIONS

Parkway Concert Orchestra is
a 50 piece community orchestra
under the musical direction of Tho-
mas Kociela which performs clas-
sical and pops selections four to
six times per year in multiple lo-
cations around the southwest sub-
urbs of Boston. The orchestra re-
hearses on Mondays from 7:30 to
9:30 at First Congregational
Church, 100 Winter Street,
Norwood. The spring season be-
gins on January 8, preparing for
concerts on March 3 and May 5.
There are openings for all posi-
tions with emphasis on violins,
violas, bassoon, bass trombone,

trumpet and percussion. Experi-
enced volunteer musicians are in-
vited to contact us to attend open
rehearsal on January 8 to see if we
are a good fit. Please call 781-444-
5041 or you can email 
parkwayconcertorchestra@gmail.com.
For more information about the
orchestra, visit the orchestra’s web
site anytime at
 www.parkwayconcertorchestra.org.

YOUTH MENTAL
HEALTH SERIES

Superintendent David
Thomson is pleased to announce
that Norwood Public Schools has
partnered with McLean Hospital
for a series of online events fo-
cusing on youth mental health.

Implemented during the
2022-2023 school year, NHS
Leaders in Youth Mental Health
Parent Series is an ongoing se-
ries in partnership with McLean
Hospital meant to provide
caregivers with information and
strategies to navigate raising chil-
dren and providing mental health
support for them.

The series will feature a guest
appearance by various McLean
practitioners.

Events include:
Parenting in the Context of

Anxiety: What Parents Need to
Know to Support Their Children
and Themselves: Jan.17, from 9-
10 a.m. Understanding
Transgender and Non-Binary
Youth: March 8, from 9-10 a.m.
Understanding Pediatric Anxiety
Disorders and OCD: March 22,
from 12-1 p.m. Partnering with
Schools for Services and Sup-

ports: April 5, from 9-10 a.m.
In addition to this series,

Norwood High School partners
with McLean Hospital for clini-
cal consultations to best support
student mental health needs, staff
professional development, and a
private parent mental health se-
ries on topics of interest to
Norwood families.

VFW MEAT RAFFLE
The Norwood V.F.W. Post

2452 hosts a Meat Raffle every
Saturday from 2:00 PM to 5:00
PM. The Meat Raffle is open to
the Public and everyone is wel-
come. The price for each Draw-
ing is only $2.00. Ten Drawings
are conducted each Saturday. A
Pre-Buy for $20.00 is available
during the week at the Post. This
Pre-Buy allows for entrance in
all Ten Drawings conducted on
Saturday. The winners of the Pre-
Buys need not be present to win.

The Drawings also include a
50/50 Money Raffle.  A separate
Winner Takes All Raffle is con-
ducted at the end for an addi-
tional $5.00. The Norwood VFW
is located at 193 Dean Street in
Norwood. The Meat  Raffle will
continue every Saturday thru  May.

The Norwood VFW is looking
for new members. Veterans of the
Gulf War, and personnel who
have served overseas in Iraq and
Afghanistan are welcome to visit
the post at any time or come to
one of the Monthly Meetings
which are held on the Fourth
Wednesday of each Month from
September thru May (Except De-
cember).
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Deaths
DOYLE

Joan M. (Duggan) of
Norwood, formerly of Jamaica
Plain, Mission Hill and Quincy,
and formerly of Millstreet, Co.
Cork, Ireland, passed away
peacefully at home on Decem-
ber19, 2023. Beloved wife of
the late James Doyle, formerly
of Co. Kilkenny, Ireland. Lov-
ing mother of Sheila Kahaly
and her husband George of
Walpole, Sean Doyle and his
wife Shannon of Norwood, and
Katie Doyle (NPD) and her
partner Dave of Marshfield.
Devoted grandmother of Shan-
non, Erin, Caitlin, Patrick,
Ryan, and Kate. Dear sister of
Sheila O’Connor of Millstreet
and the late Eileen Orpen of
Castletownbere, both of Co.
Cork, Ireland. Also survived by
many loving nieces, nephews,
extended family, and a wide
circle of dear friends, here in
the U.S., Ireland, and England,
and her cherished dog Scotty.
Joan retired after a distin-
guished 30-year career in Bos-
ton College, working in both
the Theology and Off-Campus
Housing Departments. Joan
was the first woman and long-
standing board member of the
Irish Cultural Centre in Canton
where she served in many roles
including Vice-President and
secretary. Funeral from the Wil-
liam J.Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre Street, West
Roxbury. Interment at Mt.
Benedict Cemetery, West
Roxbury. In lieu of flowers,
donations in memory of Joan
may be made to the Norwood
Council on Aging at 275 Pros-
pect Street in Norwood.

MASTRIANO
Maria Anna of Norwood,

formerly of Syracuse, NY,
passed away on December 21,
2023. Visiting Hours at the
Dockray and Thomas Funeral
Home, 455 Washington

FURLONG

Colonel Thomas Gerard
Furlong, 78, of Gorham, Maine
died peacefully at the Maine
Veterans’ Home in
Scarborough, Maine, on De-
cember 22, 2023 with his be-
loved wife, Barbara, by his
side. He was born on January
30, 1945 in Norwood, Massa-
chusetts, eldest son of Thomas
Daniel Furlong and Natalie
Clancy Furlong. As a youth, he
served as an altar boy at Saint

Catherine of Sienna Church
where he also attended grade
school. He went on to Saint
Sebastian’s Country Day
School in Newton where he fur-
thered his passion for football,
hockey, and baseball. Mean-
while, he took great pride in
working in his family’s busi-
ness, Furlong’s Candies and Ice
Cream in Norwood. He gradu-
ated from Providence College
in 1966 as a commissioned
Marine Corps officer with a
Bachelor’s degree in Econom-
ics. From there, he trained for
one year at the Marine Base in
Quantico, Virginia, before ship-
ping off to Vietnam in 1967. As
a Second Lieutenant, he led his
Battalion through the harrow-
ing shelling and ground attacks
at Con Thien, an exposed posi-
tion also known as a virtual
“meat grinder” and “Hell on the
Hill of Angels.” Many years
later he would receive letters
from his “boys” thanking him
for his bravery and leadership.
After Tom’s passing it was
learned from his Military
DD214 report that Tom had
earned numerous medals of
achievement, including the
Presidential Citation which was
only awarded to ten Marine
units throughout the entire Viet-
nam War for bravery in com-
bat. Sergeant David Hobbs
served with Tom and shared
that Tom led his troops from the
front without fear and with great
professionalism. Tom remained
in the Marine Corps for 20
years. He served on active duty
in Washington D.C. and later
rose to the rank of “Colonel”
while commanding the base in
Weymouth, Massachusetts.
Thomas established himself in
his civilian career in the trans-
portation industry, thereby earn-
ing awards for his distinguished
service. In 1996, he met and
married “the love of his life,”
Barbara Condike-Furlong.
They lived in Lakeville, Massa-
chusetts before moving to
Maine, a cherished place, re-
plete with childhood memories
of canoeing adventures with his
father. Tom was a devoted fa-
ther to his children, James Mat-
thew Furlong and Paige Eliza-
beth Furlong. He loved his chil-
dren and grandchildren beyond
measure. He and Barbara at-
tended many Marine Corps re-
unions and grandchildren’s ball
games. An avid runner, Tom
completed several Marine
Corps and Boston Marathons.
He was a devoted Red Sox fan.
Beyond his many accomplish-
ments, Tom was best known for
being “the nicest guy on earth.”
He was one tough Marine with
a soft touch: humble, compas-
sionate, and extremely polite. If
ever there was “An Officer and
a Gentleman,” Colonel Furlong

was it. Thomas was prede-
ceased, as a young boy, by his
brother, Matthew Furlong; his
parents Natalie and Thomas
Furlong; and his sister, Judith
Thistle. In addition to his wife
Barbara, he is survived by his
son, James Matthew Furlong
and his wife Tara; his daugh-
ter, Paige Elizabeth Furlong,
and her husband Tim Beland;
his grandchildren, Lieutenant
Jonathan, Matthew, Colleen,
and Jordan Furlong; and
Kaelyn Beland. He also leaves
behind his sisters, Natalie
Emerson, Jane Rawley, and
Marcia Fowler and many be-
loved nieces and nephews.
“Tommy” will be missed for
being the epitome of what a big
brother should be. His family
will remember him most for
having his boots on the ground,
and his heart on his sleeve. Vis-
iting hours will be on January
5th from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at
Roberts and Sons Funeral
Home, 30 South Street,
Foxboro, Massachusetts 02035.
A Mass of Christian Burial will
take place on January 6th at 10
a.m. at Saint Mary’s Church, 58
Carpenter Street, Foxboro,
Massachusetts. A full military
burial will follow at Highland
Cemetery in Norwood, Massa-
chusetts. Contributions to
Thomas’s memory may be
made to The Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, 225 N. Michigan
Ave., Floor 17Chicago, IL
60601.              

The The Norwood Record
publishes obituaries from in-
formation supplied by funeral
homes. Relatives and friends
also may supplement infor-
mation by e-mailing to
news@norwoodrecord.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary policy

ing the firearm at them.”
Brooks said a short time

before the shooting she ap-
proached officers closer than
she had before and went out
on to the street.

“She pointed the weapon at
the officers,” he said.
“Norwood Police officers
fired a single shot, and she
went down. We called for an
ambulance, officers rushed to
her side and they immediately
began administering aid to the
single wound she sustained.
We had the ambulance on
scene very quickly from
Norwood Fire.”

Brooks reported she was
taken to the Norwood Memo-
rial Airport, where she was
med-flight to a Boston Hospi-
tal. Brooks later reported on
Christmas Eve that the woman
is recovering and is expected

Police Shooting continued from page 1
to survive. He said the
woman’s injury was in her
midsection.

“We hope that she is going
to be okay, and we’re also at-
tending to the officers at the
scene to make sure that they
are going to be okay,” Brooks
said.

Brooks commended his of-
ficers, saying that he felt they
would have been justified in
taking action sooner, and that
they tried to deescalate the
situation throughout the inci-
dent.

 “The officers really did a
remarkable job; I was here
throughout the incident, they
were communicating with me
and among each other about
the incident and about being
able to hold off and how long
they could hold off, encourag-
ing her to move back, and they

clearly did not want to fire,”
he said. “They were pleading
with her to move back, plead-
ing with her to put the gun
down, pleading with her to stop
pointing the gun at them.”

Brooks added that officers
cordoned the woman off on
arrival and that they were able
to keep anyone else from get-
ting close to the area.

“The only people at risk
from the time we arrived were
us,” he said.

Brooks said the NPD, the
Norfolk County District
Attorney’s Office and the
Massachusetts State Police
Crime Prevention and Control
(CPAC) Unit are investigating
the incident. The identity of the
woman has still not been re-
leased, but Brooks said she
was believed to have come to
Norwood relatively recently.



Page 10Page 10Page 10Page 10Page 10 The Norwood Record December 28, 2023December 28, 2023December 28, 2023December 28, 2023December 28, 2023

Police
Logs

Monday, December 18
0604 Phone - PD-Suspicious

Activity Investigated Location/
Address:   Citizens Bank -
Nahatan St Call from H.Q. Male
party reports another male party
sleeping in the vestibule of the
bank. Everything checks out.
Party will move along. Just get-
ting relief from the weather mo-
mentarily.

1352 Phone - PD-Unwanted
Party Services Rendered Loca-
tion/Address:    Lark Center For
Therapeutic Play And Learning
- Washington St Male party
leaning up against the front door
and swearing at employees That
party was moved along from the
area, all units clear.

1850 Phone - PD-Suspicious
Activity Arrest(s) Made Loca-
tion/Address: Charlwell Nurs-
ing Home - Walpole St Business
line caller reports a male party
that has a warrant is visiting his
brother at this location.  One
male in custody. NWD 674 re-
turning to the station with that
party. Arrest: Hennigan, Mat-
thew D Address: 41 Mountain
Ave Norwood, Ma Age: 32
Charges: Straight Warrant

2104 911 - PD-Disturbance
Spoke With Location/Address:
Respite House - Beacon Ave
Caller reports that there is a fe-
male party who will not calm
down. 21 year old female.
Caller states that the female in-
volved has mental health issues.
Verbal disagreement between
staff and a resident there. Offic-
ers on scene were able to de-es-
calate the situation. The parties
involved have been separated
for the night. Advised to call
back if the problem persists.

Tuesday, December 19
0123 Initiated - PD-Motor

Vehicle Stop Arrest(s) Made Lo-
cation/Address:    - DEAN ST
Motor Vehicle Stop MA REG
32H480. This vehicle did not
immediately stop when asked to
do so. Negoshian started for a
tow. One male party back to the
station for OUI. Arrest:
Maguire, Matthew G Address:
6 Andrus Pl Apt. #2l Norwood,
Ma Age: 45 Charges: OUI-Li-
quor OR .08%, 2nd Offense
Stop/Yield, Fail To Speeding
Rate Of Speed Exceeding
Posted Limit

0933 Phone - PD-Sudden
Death Services Rendered Loca-
tion/Address:  William Shyne

Cir 911 caller reporting her
neighbor 90 year old female, is
down on the floor of the apart-
ment, unknown if breathing.
The patient is currently cold and
has blue lips. Portable 496 on
scene in Norwood 673.
Norwood 666 reports Delaneys
took custody, family members
secured the home. All units
clear.

2207 Phone - PD-Mental
Health Services Rendered Loca-
tion/Address:   Brookview Cir
Lifeline states a 58 year old fe-
male is going to harm himself
and wants to go to the hospital.
Norwood Fire responding.

Wednesday, December 20
1352 Phone - PD-Animal

Complaint Services Rendered
Vicinity of:  Fairview Rd Dog
barking nonstop. Spoke with the
owner. ACO is on scene and
evaluated the dog.

1635 Phone - PD-Unwanted
Party Services Rendered Loca-
tion/Address:     Washington St
Call on 911, Caller states there
is a unwanted party on the sec-
ond floor. Party entered the pri-
vate building by buzzing a
condo in the building.  White
male with a mustache wearing
grey boots, blue pants and a
blue/green jacket. Arrest:
Jaramillo, Augustin O Address:
44 Weaver Ct Apt. #C Boston,
Ma Age: 27 Charges: Straight
Warrant

1847 Phone - PD-Mental
Health Transported to Hospital
Location/Address:  Norwest Dr
911 caller, clinician reporting
her patient a 54 year old male is
threatening to take pills and is
making suicidal statements,
feels hopeless and thoughts of
overdosing. Section 12,
Norwood Fire transporting to BI
Needham.

1937 Phone - PD-Motor Ve-
hicle Complaint Services Ren-
dered Location/Address:
Norwood Vape and Smoke -
Washington St Call on the busi-
ness line stating there is a Black
GMC parked in a handicap spot
without a handicap sticker. Party
was advised

Thursday, December 21
0021 Phone - PD-Suspicious

Activity Services Rendered Vi-
cinity of:   Cadillac Of Norwood
- Bos-Prov Hwy 911 caller re-
porting 3 white males seen run-
ning from the parking lot away

from a vehicle with the alarm
sounding. Described as wearing
puffy coats, skulls caps and
beanies, 20’s No damage to any
of the vehicles, units began gen-
eral area search. Nothing Found

0129 Phone - PD-Mental
Health Services Rendered Loca-
tion/Address:  Plymouth Dr Call
on 911 for a 57 year old male
with breathing difficulty and
medication withdrawal. Volun-
tary evaluation, transporting to
BI Needham.

1450 Phone - PD-Animal
Complaint Spoke With Loca-
tion/Address:   Engamore Ln
Neighbor calling about a dog
barking for over a day. she be-
lieves the dog is in apt. alone.
Animal control officer will be
stopping by this apartment.

1714 Phone - PD-Noise
Complaint Services Rendered
Location/Address:  North Ave
Caller on the business line states
his neighbors dogs have been
barking non- stop for hours. No
dogs barking upon arrival. Ev-
erything checks okay.

Friday, December 22
1253 Phone - PD-Distur-

bance Report Follows Location/
Address:   Planet Self Storage -
Morse St 911 caller states a cus-
tomer walked in with a gun and
she has it pointed at her head,
she is requesting 1 officer to re-
spond, states the parties are in
the office. She instructed him to
put the phone down. OFC’s on
scene report she does have the
gun held to her head. Per the 911
caller, she will shoot if more
than one OFC shows up. Re-
ports she is right in the front
office at this address. Command
declaring it a hostage situation.
Metro call up activated. Sur-
rounding streets being blocked
off. OFC’s on scene setting pe-
rimeter around the building.
Male party who called 911 is
now outside with an OFC and
the cruiser. He is with NWD
663. Metro will be using pleas-
ant St for staging. Traffic being
stopped in the area of Washing-
ton St. Walpole notified and en
route with a cruiser to Washing-
ton and Short Sts. According to
the property, OFC states female
party involved in the call walked
to the scene. She did not drive
there. Walpole SGT on scene
and sending messages direct to
his Traffic shut down at
Highview St. Possible motor ve-
hicle on scene she could use to
get away. Female party has ac-
cess to foot bridge. OFC en
route to block that. Business
next door will be getting evacu-
ated, or sheltered in place and
away from windows and doors
locked. Cars driving out of the

lot of neighboring business. Fe-
male party pointing gun at the
cars. Detective Greene sent to
location for evacuation. 90 Main
Street will be staging per
Metrolec Detective Greene re-
ports neighboring lot shut down.
No more traffic coming out.
Parties in the neighboring build-
ing advised to shelter in place
and get away from windows.
OFC Jennings communicating
with the female party, had de-
veloped a rapport with her. Will
be trying to communicate with
her again. Units on Morse St
advised to get out of the cross
fire and get behind cover.  Per
OFC’s on scene, clear the park-
ing lot. Female party is outside
the building.  Norwood FD be-
ing requested to scene. Suspect
down. Update, suspect down.
Police shots fired. Suspect down
due two shots fired. FD advised
it will be ALS and requested
Medflight. NWD FD reporting
two rifle rounds to the left flank
of the female party. Left lung
decompressed. NWD 676 OFC
Mark Brooks will be going with
Medflight in the helicopter.
OFC’s at 13:00 report they had
made contact and were talking
to the female party. OFC
Jennings had her at gunpoint at
this time. Female party had the
gun to her head. OFC reports
OFC Jennings was 200 feet out.

1704 911 - PD-Suspicious
Activity Services Rendered Lo-
cation/Address:   Guild St Fe-
male party reporting blood all
over the floor and the glass door
leading up to the building from
the outside unsure from what
exactly  Spoke with the resident
and was able to confirm blood
was from his injured dog he was
caring for.

Saturday, December 23
1021 Initiated - PD-Suspi-

cious Activity Services Ren-
dered Location/Address:   -
Prospect St 667 was flagged
down by a dog walker who is
reporting juveniles playing on
the roof. Juveniles were spoken
too. 667 reports there is a cone
on the roof, no damage.

2226 Phone - PD-Noise
Complaint Services Rendered
Location/Address: - East
Vernon St Caller from the first
floor apartment reporting loud
music coming from the second
floor. Quiet on arrival but spoke
with the neighbors about the
complaint.

Sunday, December 24
0037 Phone - PD-Vandalism

Report Follows Location/Ad-
dress: Pleasant St Caller re-
ported that their car had been
broken into. Back door was
wide open and bottles of alco-
hol that were in the backseat are
broken. Spoke with the report-
ing party who stated several
bottles of alcohol stolen from
the vehicle.

1110 Phone - PD-Animal
Complaint Services Rendered
Location/Address:   Saunders
Rd Small white Chihuahua dog
found. No collar. Animal con-
trol has been notified and is re-
sponding.

1239 Phone - Health & Wel-
fare Check Spoke With Loca-
tion/Address:  Prospect Ave
Health & Welfare check on a fe-
male party that lives at this ad-
dress. Calling party states that

he is at the Good Sam in
Brockton and has not had con-
tact with her in a couple days.
Unknown  medical conditions.
Female party checks okay and
is not speaking to son due to
family issues going on.

1250 Phone - Health & Wel-
fare Check Report Follows Lo-
cation/Address: Walpole St +
Wilson St Caller reports her
brother has been drinking for a
long time now and wants him
checked out. Caller reports he’s
sitting on the brick wall at the
intersection. No suicidal state-
ments, just belligerent. Navy
blue fleece zip up. Cut on right
side of head from 48 hours ago.
Dirty jean pants. Spoke to sis-
ter who reports that was his last
known location. If not there then
the sister reports he could be Big
Y Liquor store. Searching area
for him currently. Providing a
courtesy transport of one adult
male to  Orleans Rd. That male
party is back home with his
mother and sister. They will call
if the male party becomes too
belligerent.

1737 Phone - PD-Distur-
bance Spoke With Location/Ad-
dress:   Orleans Rd Female on
business line states her son was
causing a disturbance at her
house before taking off, was
told to call if he caused any fur-
ther issues by police before
Spoke with party, ongoing issue
with her son and substance
abuse, requesting HWC if able
to locate. Unit disseminated a
photo and description to other
units.

1846 Phone - PD-Suspicious
Activity Spoke With Location/
Address:  Woodbine Rd Female
resident on business line reports
white male pacing street yelling
“I’m gonna kill you (cuss
words) and destroy the uni-
verse.” resident is concerned.
Possibly wearing a hoodie  and
PJ pants. Spoke with male party.
He’s okay, was out for walk but
will call if anything changes or
needs assistance, units clear.

1935 Phone - PD-Mental
Health Report Follows Loca-
tion/Address:   Fulton St RP on
911 called and said his brother was
talking to him and said “This is
what death sounds like %$&?#$”.
RP states his brother said he wants
to go out like an old friend that
passed from suicide. RP states his
brother does not have a history of
mental health.  Units given permis-
sion to make entry by brother Am-
bulance to respond for a section
Transported by NFD under section
12 PD on board 664

2321 Phone - PD-Noise Com-
plaint Services Rendered  Loca-
tion/Address:   Tremont St  Neigh-
bors playing loud music  Spoke
with homeowner agreed to turn it
down for the night
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