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End of an era at Board of Selectmen
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About a dozen residents, candidates and supporters gathered round at Town Hall on Monday to get the results of the last election.
After 18 years of serving, Selectman Helen Abdallah-Donohue will be leaving the Board in favor of Finance Commission member
David Hajjar.                                                                                                                                                              PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

After 18 years of service to the
Town of Norwood on the Board of Se-
lectmen, Helen Abdallah-Donohue
will be leaving her seat.

Former Finance Commission
Member David Hajjar beat out
Donohue for the second place spot
during the April 1 election held on
Monday. Current Board Chair Tho-
mas Maloney topped the ticket with
2,187 votes, followed by Hajjar with
1,857 and then Donohue with 1,572.

Despite the loss, Donohue said she
will definitely continue to serve the
Town in whatever capacity she can.

“I love the Town of Norwood and
it’s a wonderful place to live and I ap-

preciate all the people who voted for me
so much,” she said. “It’s been a won-
derful 18 years.”

Hajjar came within 50 votes of the
win at the last 2016 election and will
now serve for at least three years, until
the next election.

“I would also like to pay tribute to
Helen, she’s an excellent campaigner,
she made it tough,” Hajjar said. “Her
dedication to this Town, I appreciate it
very much and I want to congratulate
her on her 18 years of service.”

Maloney said he has no doubt
Abdallah-Donohue will continue to be
a great asset to the Town.

I absolutely insist that she do so,”
he said. “There is no end of the tributes
we could pay to Helen Donohue and
what she’s given to this Town over the

course of her life. There is no one in
this Town more meshed into this
Town’s life or cares more about the
Town than Helen Donohue.”

Hajjar said getting involved in the
Finance Commission really helped
him to get noticed by residents and get
his opinions out there. He said it was
also gratifying to win this time when
he came within 50 votes three years
ago.

“It was 56 votes, I believe, three
years ago,” he said. “I think the last
two years I’ve been on the Finance
Commission exposed the residents to
the things that I did successfully, and
so when I got involved I could get into
many of the issues and people took that
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Norwood’s Community Preserva-
tion Committee met at Norwood
Town Hall on Wednesday, March 27
to discuss account balances and ap-
propriations with regards to the pres-
ervation fund.

A sample document for fiscal year
2020 funds estimated $1,555,546 to-
tal funds with project proposals at
$492,441. Broken down, the sample
came to $183,523 for housing,
$129,023 available for historical
funds with $66,864 project propos-
als requested, $183,523 for recre-
ational land funds with $157,965
project proposals requested, and
$1,059,477 for general unallocated
funds with $119,476 project propos-
als requested. A rough estimate for
FY20 revenue is $621,594.

Chairman Joseph Greeley, vice
chairman John Hall, recording secre-
tary Cheryl Doyle, John J. Aprea III,
Patricia Griffin Starr,  Debbie
Holmwood of the planning board,
and Peter McFarland were joined by
director of community and economic
development Paul Halkiotis and as-
sistant planner Patrick Deschenes.

“We really have several values in
play, some of them are signaling to
people the importance of all of these
areas and some of them are signaling
that we are holding each area to the
kind of captive division by the per-
centages,” Hall said. “What we’ve es-
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John Racine makes a drawing of what the lantern's legs look like at the
PBCC meeting on March 28.
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St. Gabriel’s
almost done
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as a positive, and I think that’s
what they wanted in a Select-
man.”

Hajjar said he’s looking for-
ward to new challenges on the
Board of Selectmen, as he said
he feels working with the bud-
gets and numbers of the Fi-
nance Commission to be more
cut and dry. He said Selectmen
work more on policy and have
to make judgment calls instead
of the black and white balance
sheets of the FinCom.

“There are more diverse is-
sues to deal with,” he said.
“FinCom gave me the opportu-
nity, but it’s more numbers-
based and there are fewer gray
areas. I mean, there’s only so
much you can do with the num-
bers in front of you, but with
Selectmen it’s about the policy,
it’s about licenses, it’s about
planning and so it’s a much
more rigorous playing field
with regards to the issues they
have to deal with. I’m ready to
dig in.”

Hajjar added he believes his
replacement on the Finance
Commission, Kellie Noumi,
will definitely be a good fit.

“She’s definitely ready,
she’s a very good numbers
person, she’s got some good
ideas that she’s expressed
during this budget season and
I think she’ll be a great at-
tribute to the Town,” he said.

Noumi, for her part, said
she’s been following the
FinCom and the Budget Bal-

ancing Commission closely.
She said she’s been a Town
Meeting member for a year
now, but that this is her first
position on a public board
she has ever held.

“It’s an interesting time to
be in politics in the Town of
Norwood,” she said. “I’m
just hopeful I can use my ex-
perience to help push things
forward.

 “I support the override, I
think we have benefited for
a very long time with our
large commercial tax base,”
she said. “We’ve been able to
drive down the individual
taxpayers rates and I think
that’s been going on a long
time and we now have to
make a decision on what kind
of Town we want to live in.
That’s going to involve sig-
nificantly cutting services or
figuring out how to raise rev-
enue and it’s a hard conver-
sation because nobody wants
their taxes to go up, but at the
end of the day you can’t have
it both ways. You can’t have
world-class services with low
taxes.”

Maloney said he’s happy
to have seen such a great
turnout for his campaign, and
is also looking forward to
working with Hajjar.

“I’m pleased and honored
that the people of this Town
chose to ratify their decision
from three years ago with
me,” he said. “I went against

two excellent candidates in
David Hajjar  and Helen
Donohue and beating them
took every ounce of effort
from me, but I’m very happy
for the Town. We had a great
election,  and I  welcome
David to the Board of Select-
men and I think he’s going to
do a good job.”

For the other contested
elections, Jennifer Polito
won the open seat at the
Norwood Housing Authority
with 1,799 votes against Wil-
liam Breen with 630 and Lisa
Dufresne with 339. Leah
O’Leary and Donna Mont-
gomery won out for the two
open seats at the Trustees of
Morrill Memorial Library
election with 1,799 and 1,512
votes respectively, beating
out Tina Taylor, who had
1,154 votes.

Voter turnout was lower
than in the last election. Out
of a total of 18,504 registered
voters, 3,389 cast their votes,
making the turnout percent-
age 18.31 percent. That’s ac-
tually down from the 20 percent
voter turnout three years ago,
which had a total of 3,578 total
votes cast.

For the uncontested seats,
Alan Slater and Noumi won the
open FinCom seats, David Hern
took the Town Moderator seat,
Myev Bodenhofer and Joan
Giblin took the open School
Committee seats, Carolyn
Riccardi stayed on the Board of
Health and James Perry kept his
Constable position as well.

The Permanent Building
Construction Committee
(PBCC) met on Thursday, March
28 to receive an update on the St.
Gabriel’s Restoration Project.

“The work is about 95 per-
cent complete,” John Racine, the
Overall Project Manager from
RGB Architects, told the com-
mittee. “Most of the clemstone
and the copper have been in-
stalled.”

The major work, including
the copper roof, staging and the
stained glass has been done, ac-
cording to Racine.

The main topic, and the
crowning achievement of the

project, was discussion of the lan-
tern adorning the roof.

“They left the bottom of the
legs basically original,” Racine
said, noting that the contractors
tried to straighten them “as much
as they could.”

He explained that there will
be a sealant at the base plates to
prevent moisture seepage. The
legs are stabilized with large
bolts.

Racine then drew a picture to
clarify what the legs would look
like to show members.

“It’s not really flashing,”
Racine said, noting a waterproof-
ing term used in construction.
“It’s just at the termination of the
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With a new chairman and Board member,
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St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the
world, now and forever. Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus pray for us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us. Say
this prayer 9 times a day. By
the 9th day your prayer will be
answered. It has never been
known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank you
St. Jude. My Prayers were an-
swered.

In gratitude for helping me.
—J.D.

At their April 2 meeting,
Selectmen voted unanimously
to elect Paul Bishop as their
new chairman and welcomed
David Hajjar.  they then quickly
turned their attention to an un-
usually heavy agenda which
lasted more than two hours.

Chief William G. Brooks III,
Norwood Police Department,
submitted his monthly report
which included highlights of
the department’s activities.
Citizen Police Academy is half
way through its program being
held at Norwood High School
with the latest session covering
crime scene examination.
Brooks recently met with the
Brazilian community to discuss
the role of the police in the
Norwood where he emphasized
polices services.  “Their safety
is our paramount concern,” he
said and reassured the group
that the police do not get in-
volved in enforcing immigra-
tion issues. The department has
also offered a Rape Aggression
Defense course to women with
10-25 attendees for 12 contact
hours of class work.

Chief George Morrice,
Norwood Fire Department, also
reported on the activities of his
department. “We are well into
burning season,” he said refer-
ring to controlled fires that are
allowed by permit. Permits are
available from the Fire Depart-
ment. Morrice noted that April
can produce a substantial num-
ber of brush fires despite its
reputation for showers.

Newly elected Selectman
Hajjar directed a number of
questions to Morrice regarding
his written report. He asked if

Morrice can add additional ex-
pense notations in the future to
explain overtime costs month-
to-month so these can be
viewed in context. “Can you
show numbers of people trained
and hours?” Tony Mazzucco
said they can look at another
way to show the number of
hours for training which satis-
fied Hajjar.

A presentation by Seth
Pickering and Nick Connors of
the Massachusetts Department
of Energy Resources (DOER)
Green Communities Division
provided an overview of the
MA Green Communities Pro-
gram. The program makes
available up to $20 million per
year for energy efficiency con-
tracts/grants. Over $105 million
has been given to date to Mas-
sachusetts towns. For Norwood
to be eligible, the town needs
to complete five steps.
Pickering estimated that the
town could qualify for a
$190,000 with future grants of
up to $250,000. “It’s not a one-
time thing,” said Pickering.

Norwood has completed the
first two steps in the process.
The town needs to create an
energy reduction plan to reduce
energy use by 20 percent in five
years and adopt a fuel-efficient
vehicle purchase plan. Fire ve-
hicles and 8,500-pound ve-
hicles are exempt from the ef-
ficiency requirement.
Mazzucco feels there would not
be a problem meeting the stan-
dard as most of the town ve-
hicles are exempt and that
Norwood can get these final
steps done during the summer.
The issue is already on the spe-
cial town meeting agenda.

A number of articles dis-
cussed that are to be added to

the town meeting warrant in-
volved Paul Halkiotis, Director
of Community Planning & Eco-
nomic Development. Halkiotis
was present at the meeting to
support the Green Communi-
ties initiative. An unexpectedly
lengthy discussion ensued be-
tween Halkiotis and the Select-
men regarding open car storage

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

Grateful thanks. —B.T.F.
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WHY DOES THE
DPW CONGRATULATE
THEMSELVES?

To the Editor:
I called the DPW regarding

trash can issues on St. Paul Ave.
back on March 26th. In talking
with Recycling I informed them
I got a warning because the con-
tainer lid was up 2" on the cans
put out for pickup. I informed
them that meanwhile the neigh-
bors on my street leave their
cans in the street and out all
week with no concerns. Cans are
left in the front yards, blocking
the sidewalk and blocking the
street, creating an eyesore for
everyone. The DPW says they
don’t handle road obstructions
or blocking the sidewalks. Then
who does? Driving around
Norwood this seems to be a big
problem that no one is willing
to take ownership of... I live on
St. Paul Ave. and sometimes you
can’t even walk down the side-
walk or you have to swerve
around the cans in the road while
driving. What does this violate
and who enforces it? Seems the
DPW might do better to ensure
residents correct real violations
over toeing the line of their mi-
cro management rules... if it’s
the police, then how do they
enforce? Is it the Town? Some
answers would be appreciated
since clearly the DPW does not
have any...

William Smith
Norwood

TOWN’S COMMITMENT
TO EDUCATION
IS LACKING

To the Editor:
Ten years ago my husband,

my 2 year old, and I chose
Norwood to be our hometown. 
We did not make this choice
hastily or without research. 
First, Norwood was the perfect
distance between my job teach-
ing in Newton and his job teach-
ing in Bellingham.  Second, it
was affordable with low taxes,
and houses we could afford. 
Third, it had amazing recreation
programs, parks, and a library
for children and for towns-
people.  It was clear to us that
the people, who live in
Norwood, love Norwood.  We
were sold.

Fast -forward ten years, and
we could not be happier with our
decision to claim Norwood as
our own.  My husband and I are
both public school teachers with

a strong commitment to public
education and serving commu-
nity.  In addition, I have recently
become a town meeting mem-
ber.

As our children have grown
and entered the school system
(our girls are currently in grade
3 and grade 5 at the Oldham),
we have been impressed with
the dedication of the teachers
and the community at large.  It
was important to us to have our
children educated in their home-
town, even though I could have
had my children attend the pub-
lic school system where I teach,
a system that spends a fair bit
more on its pupils, teachers, and
school buildings. Although the
students in my district deserve
a great education, the children
of Norwood are no less deserv-
ing.

However, each year we’ve
lived here I’ve watched and lis-
tened as Selectmen and the
School Committee have had to
make hard choices to balance
the budget on both the town and
the school side.  Cut after cut has
been made.  I no longer feel that
my children are getting the best
Norwood can give them. I have
not been impressed with is the
town’s financial commitment to
educating the future of
Norwood.  It is clear Norwood
loves its schools, and has great
pride in the town, but we have
not been able to keep pace with
the growing cost of education
state-wide.

With the lowest property
taxes in the area, Norwood can
give so much more and still have
a low tax rate.  For the past 5 -6
years, I have been asking my-
self and any parents who would
listen, “Why hasn’t there been
an override?”  The answer has
always been, “They’ll find some
money.  It’ll all work out.”  This
misinformation is still out there,
as if something magical might
happen that can erase rising
costs and years of not funding
the town adequately!  That time
has passed.

Our dedicated town manager
and tireless superintendent of
schools have made it very clear
that an override is needed.  It has
been needed since I moved to
Norwood 10 years ago.   Our
taxes will increase, this is true,
but what we will get back will
far outweigh the increase in
taxes.  Even with an override,
our taxes will still be lower than

most towns in our area.  Our
houses will be worth more, your
children’s education will be
worth more, and our town will
be worth more.  There is ONLY
one reasonable way to solve this
deficit: an override.

Our children -the future of
Norwood-deserve after school
activities and sports, classrooms
and schools that are not over ca-
pacity a wonderful early educa-
tion center that shows a commit-
ment to education for our young-
est students, safe roads to drive
on in any kind of weather, a safe
town with the current amount of
police and fire personnel, and
fully funded public and school
libraries.

Norwood should be a town
where people want to raise a
family, feel good about their
schools, and feel proud to call
their home. I urge you to vote
for the override on June 3rd.

Rebecca Deeks
Norwood

PRIDE = OVERRIDE?
To the Editor:
“Norwood Pride Means

Override”? Perhaps.
But I am not convinced that

a nearly $6 million figure is right
for Norwood.

When I leave the ballot box,
I won’t feel pride. Instead, I will
hope that if an override eventu-
ally passes, it will have a smaller
price tag attached to it.

Christine M. Egan
Norwood

OVERRIDE FIGURE
IS JUST TOO MUCH

To the Editor:
Some weeks ago, I sent a let-

ter to this newspaper pointing
out that there was a substantial
increase in property taxes for
Norwood residents this year,
owing to an increase in property
values.

A friend of mine, who is a
homeowner here in Norwood,
told me that the assessed value
of his home increased by nearly
$30,000. Assuming that assess-
ments on homes in Norwood in-
creased as much as my friend’s
house, and assuming that state aid
to Norwood for Fiscal Year 2020
will increase by approximately $1
million (as was reported in your
newspaper earlier this year), the
Town should have enough for its
needs for at least the short term.

In the event that an override
is deemed necessary, it should
be for far less money than the
proposed amount of almost $6
million.

Let’s champion more pru-
dent spending and keep
Norwood affordable for all!

Joseph Gallant
Norwood

How much can be read into the defeat of Helen Abdallah
Donohue by newcomer David Hajjar?  Quite frankly, the
end result was fairly predictable given what has been hap-
pening across the country.  What was a little surprising is ho
resoundingly Hajjar took the second spot; his percentage of
victory over Donohue was large, though the absolute num-
bers of votes cast remains disappointing.  Figures show that
less than 20% of registered voters in Norwood bothered to
show up and cast a vote, which one would assume would
bode well for a long tenured incumbent like Donohue.  How-
ever, what is abundantly clear now is that the “old guard”
voting bloc that long time incumbents like Donohue could
rely on are finally giving way to a younger generation de-
manding results through creative and proactive actions in-
stead of simply maintaining the status quo.

Hajjar defeating Donohue is akin to the recently elected
Ayanna Pressley defeating decades-long incumbent United
States Representative Michael Capuano and, in New York,
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez defeating incumbent, Democratic
Caucus Chair Joe Crowley, in what has been described as
the biggest upset victory in the 2018 midterm-elections.  The
newcomers’ defeats of Capuano and Crowley were not be-
cause they expounded on groundbreaking new ways of do-
ing things.  In some respects, their victories can be attrib-
uted to the simple fact that they weren’t older white guys
who always towed the party line, rarely expressing anything
remotely new or innovative.  The same is true here in
Norwood.  Hajjar didn’t offer anything significantly differ-
ent than what Donohue had been providing for years.  He
just won because, well, he’s not Donohue.  And the rest of
the Selectmen in this Town should sit up and take notice.

What Donohue did do in recent weeks was to express
she didn’t support the current override proposal on the table
to be voted on in a June 3 special election.  Donohue thought
the amount sought by those in support was too much, and
that there are other ways to balance the budget, perhaps uti-
lizing an override seeking less money.  It’s ironic in that her
willingness to buck the trend in this case and not just go
along with the many other vocal supporters of the override
may have cost her the election.  This newspaper is still un-
decided as to whether or not this is the right time for the
proposed override, and we give Donohue credit for speak-
ing up and representing some in Town who, though less likely
to speak out, aren’t enthusiastic about their taxes signifi-
cantly going up.

The proposed override has galvanized what appears to
be a younger generation of residents who currently have
children in Norwood’s schools and don’t like the prognosti-
cated draconian cuts the schools have been warning of should
an override fail.  However, many residents who have lived here
over the years have become inured to the seemingly endless
cries of poverty from the school board because, historically,
money has magically appeared at the last minute avoiding all
the extra curriculars and teachers from ending up on the cut-
ting room floor.  Whether there are no more bunnies to be pulled
out of the hat remains to be determined, perhaps after June 3rd.

Donohue’s loss in this election in no way diminishes her
contributions to the Town of Norwood.  She continued a long
standing tradition of Abdallahs and Donohues being involved
in this Town and making it a better place to live for everyone.
Ms. Donohue has promised to continue contributing to the Town
she loves moving forward, and everyone should hope she does
just that.
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Zoning Board of Appeals members argued about the merits of an agreement from 1994 and 1996 that stated
access from 1369 Boston Providence Highway could not go to Sumner Street.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

lots in the town. No additional tax revenue is
collected on these lots that are estimated to use
40 acres of Norwood land. Neighbors have been
concerned about some of these lots.

Halkiotis believes more time is needed to
study these lots and that eventually the Town
will vote for parking garages along the Auto
Mile to house these cars. “There are clear ben-
efits to the auto dealers,” said Halkiotis saying
that it would not be necessary to clear snow off
vehicles in garages. Hajjar voiced support for
putting this topic on the agenda for discussion
in the future for the fee generation. “Open lot
storage is not acceptable in certain parts of
town,” he said.

Halkiotis also discussed zoning changes in
the downtown area to attract new businesses

and residential apartments. He noted that 41
dwelling units in one acre is not an overly
crowded standard. Revitalizing downtown
would be the goal. There are 300 residential
units downtown which no one hears very much
about. “We want to avoid those larger com-
plexes,” added Mazzucco.

Selectmen voted on allowing a number of
events including “Town Meeting 101” for April
10 at Norwood High School Auditorium, the
Third Annual Zero K Road Race to be held
Sunday, April 28, and the Annual Little League
Parade on Saturday, April 20.

The Selectmen paid tribute to former Board
member Helen Donohue for her service to the
city. All again welcomed Hajjar. “It is an honor
to be part of this Board,” Hajjar said.

The Norwood Zoning
Board of Appeals heard from
representatives of Sky Restau-
rant on Tuesday, April 2, and
the group’s plan to turn the
property into 39 condomini-
ums.

The plan is to build a new
building on the site right behind
the existing Furlong’s Candy
Shop. The proposed structure
would be four stories and
would include a first floor res-
taurant with 200 seats and the
39 condos above it. The new
construction would have a to-
tal of 188 parking spaces.

The details of the project
include two entrances and ex-
its; one coming in from Route
1 and one going out through the
back of an existing gravel drive-
way to Sumner Street.

Several Sumner Street resi-
dents expressed concern that
this would create more traffic
on their street and impose un-
necessary hardship for them.
One resident also expressed
concern that the Town is creat-
ing too much multifamily hous-
ing.

Residents William Vail and
Antonio Pinheiro also voiced
concern that this egress would
violate an agreement estab-
lished in two cases dating to
1994 and 1996 concerning the
property. At that time, as ZBA
member Philip Riley explained,
CAT Realty Trust and Star Res-
taurant Corporation originally
wanted to put an egress on
Sumner Street.

Riley said that the case was
to allow a special permit for
parking in a residential area.
The property is actually two
parcels, with about one third of
the property in a highway busi-
ness zone and two thirds of it
in general residence. The origi-
nal case wanted a special per-
mit to allow parking in the gen-

eral residential zone, and one
of the agreements in the case
was that the restaurant would
not pave or use the gravel road
to Sumner.

Development attorney
James Hilliard said the case did
not apply to the current appli-
cant for several reasons. One,
it was a restaurant proposal and
this is a residential proposal.
Two, it expired years ago and,
finally, it is not a requirement
of the permit or approval pro-
cess.

“I would suggest that the
issue before us was a voluntary
statement, and I’m proposing to
the board it wasn’t a require-
ment or condition and that this
is a new request for a venture
of residential and not having a
restaurant business in and out
all the time,” Hilliard said.

Hilliard said that while there
would still be a restaurant there,
they would gate the egress at
Sumner so that only residents
could open or close it and there
would not be cut through traf-
fic from patrons of the restau-
rant.

Vail brought in a letter he
said directly refuted the volun-
tary gift nature of the previous
agreement, and that it was in the
records of the Town. Riley said
he had not had a chance to
“delve” too deeply into the
Town’s records from the time
so they would have to confirm
the letter’s authenticity, but it
basically read that Pinheiro had
an agreement with Cat Realty
through his own personal law-
yer that they would not build
out the Sumner egress.

Vail further pointed out that
the egress would be a benefit
and not a requirement for the
condos, as there would be an-
other egress onto Route 1.

“In my assertion the only
reason for the Sumner Entrance
is that it’s an enhancement to
the property, but is that en-
hancement a detriment to the

neighborhood?” he asked.
Vail estimated that if each

condo had two people and they
each had two cars that would
be a totality of hundreds of ex-
cess trips on Sumner St. a week.
While Riley said they would
have to go through the records
of the case, he felt that the
Board’s original decision,
though perhaps not legally
binding through requirements
or orders of conditions, was
based heavily in the removal of

Sumner Street as an egress.
“It does seem to me that the

Board is required to balance the
beneficial effects and adverse
effects of a proposal and it
looks to me in the decision that
that’s exactly what they were
doing,” he said.

Riley added he felt the big-
gest adverse effect at that time
would have been the entrance
on Sumner, and he felt the
Board only voted to approve the
permit because of the closure

of that entrance. Board Mem-
ber Thomas Brady said he felt
that though the Board should
consider the opinions of the
neighbors of the property, they
also have a duty to be fair to
the developer.

“I think the Board has al-
ways had the residents and the
Townspeople as their number
one priority, but it has been
pointed out in the past that we
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The Community Preservation Committee went through the current articles for Town Meeting they want
to present for appropriation and approval from the Town.

PHOTO BY RICARDO GUILLAUME

Norwood Art Association
to hold presentation

CPC continued from page 1

The Norwood Art Associa-
tion holds their monthly ART-
IST DEMONSTRATION on
the 3rd Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. in the
Simoni Room of the Norwood
Morrill Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 33 Walpole Street in
Norwood. These demonstra-
tions are FREE and the public
are welcome and encouraged

to attend! Light refreshments
are served and there is a raffle
of a piece of art donated by the
attending artist.

On Thursday, April 18th,
the NAA’s featured demo art-
ist will be Emily Passman.
Emily began her creative jour-
ney at a very young age and
has been an art teacher and
painter ever since. She lives in

a suburb of Boston with her
husband and son and can of-
ten be found in her studio or
in some beautiful outdoor set-
ting creating her magic. For
additional information or to
become a member, please con-
tact the Norwood Art Associa-
tion at
norwoodartassociation@gmail.com
and visit them on Facebook.

sentially done is try to find
a compromise and hope that
it gives people who are par-
ticularly concerned about one
of these values enough of
what they were expecting and
hoping to see, and doing that
for every other person who
may have different values.”

Article A centered around
sums of money the Town will
vote to reserve for later spend-
ing on open space, historic re-
sources, community housing,
administrative and operating
expenses, and a budgeted re-
serve account, while article B
focused on what sum of
money the Town will vote to
transfer and appropriate from
the preservation fund. Doyle
made a point to keep fiscal
balance a priority.

“Because so much of the
money came out of the unre-
served pot, I think any money
left over should go back into
the unreserved pot to keep it
even,” Doyle said.

Article C regarded what
sums of money the Town will
vote to transfer and appropri-
ate for restoration and construc-
tion projects. Those projects
include construction of Eliot
Field “Lower Balch” Play-
ground, improvements to Bond
Street Playground, construction
of an outdoor pavilion shade
near the “Lower Pond” at
Alevizos Park off Endicott and
Walpole Streets, and restoration
of the Memorial Carillon in the
Norwood Memorial Municipal
building.

Articles A, B, and C were
unanimously accepted by the
committee to move forward
with. Article D was not ap-
proved.

Article D raised the issue of
what sum or sums of money
the Town will vote to transfer
and appropriate from the com-
munity preservation fund, or
borrow for acquisition of a
parcel of vacant land for open
space or conservation pur-
poses. The 6.07 acres in ques-
tion are at 84 Morse Street.
The new realtors responsible
for the property – DCD Auto-
motive Holdings - aren’t pre-
pared to sell yet. Deschenes
and Halkiotis both confirmed
that representatives affirmed
their commitment to sell to the

town but would prefer to de-
fer until the fall.

“The indication that I re-
ceived from a representative
is that the appraised value is
at a reasonable price to
them,” Halkiotis said. “And
they want to work with us
to sell the property but I
think for a number of differ-
ent reasons, it’s not the right
timing to bring that to the
town in April.”

Halkiotis went on to
warn that DCD may not
have acquired the title from
the previous owner, Round
Path, LLC in time for next
month’s meeting, and
Greeley mentioned the dif-
ference between the local
20-day appeal period for the
Town and the one for the
state department of environ-
mental protection.

“And as you know, there’s
a 60-day [MassDEP] appeal
period for one of the permits
that would bring them into
June,” Greeley said. “I don’t
know why they are saying
they don’t want to sell it right
now.”

The committee will have
two more chances to come to
a conclusion on Article D
when they meet again on the
10th and 24th of April.

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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Norwood Bank cares about your privacy. We are proud to bring back our Community 

Shred Day, free and open to the public, to ensure everyone in our community can feel 

their information is secure. You may bring up to two boxes* of paper contents, including 

Please note: cardboard boxes and plastic bags cannot be shredded and will not be accepted.

Member FDIC         Equal Housing Lender  Member SIF

*2 box limit per car

Shred Today.
Safe Tomorrow.

Saturday, April 6th, 9-11:30 am

11 Central Street, Norwood

PBCC continued from page 2

ZBA continued from page 5

base of the lantern. It’s just where
the legs meet the base itself.”

There will be a place for
moisture to drain down, he
added, with the collection boxes
and piping.

There was concern about
ventilation because of the mois-
ture in the building. However, the
chapel has a vent and a door.

“There appeared to be a vent
up there the other day,” said vice
chair Bill Kinsman, who chaired
the meeting in the absence of
chair Bob Silk. “The mason’s
assistant was sitting on it, so it
appears to be pretty strong.”

Callahan told Racine he
wanted to make sure that the
building had proper air circula-
tion.

Racine said that there will be

a list of conditions that the Town
will need to follow in order to
maintain the building, such as
keeping the temperature at 50
degrees and cleaning the leaves
from the gutters.

Kinsman said he went to the
site and talked with one of the
workers, who said he was excited
to be restoring a historic build-
ing.

“I don’t know how many
times they get to work on a
neogothic lantern,” he said.

“I don’t know how many
times he would get me to say,
‘Quoth the raven, nevermore,”
Callahan commented, referenc-
ing the dark poem by Edgar Alan
Poe, which spoke of a
lamplighter.

Town Contract Administrator

Cathy Carney said that some of
the benches were re-varnished,
and that the detailing was “very
ornate.”

Racine said there was still a
remainder of $53,000 that could
be spent on the project, set aside
as a contingency fee. The total
project cost so far has been $1.58
million.

The rededication ceremony is
scheduled to be held on May 18,
when there will be an installation
of a plaque.

Carney suggested putting to-
gether a video presentation with
pictures showing the history of
the project. The pictures could
then be displayed on the PBCC
Town webpage.

“It will be the first time we
will be able to show the start to
finish of a project electronically,”
she said. “It’s important for the
PBCC to get credit. It was a ten-
month project. It’s important for
people to see what you guys are
doing.”

The next meeting will be held
Thursday, April 11 at 7:30 p.m.
at Town Hall.

also have to show fairness to the applicant,” he said. “In the brief
time I’ve had to review this issue the applicant, in my personal
opinion, has bent over backwards to make accommodations for
the residents.”

The Board voted to continue the issue to a later date.
In other business, a recent application for a new Crossfit fa-

cility at Winsmith has brought forth some more general issues
regarding traffic safety, parking and pedestrian access at the shops
at 62 Endicott. Representative Diane Geraghty Hall went through
a rough plan to make the area safer, which included the installa-
tion of one-ways throughout the property. The one-ways would
create a counter clockwise circle around the central pond of the
property starting at the Endicott Street entrance to Winsmith.
There would be two-way access at the east section of the prop-
erty for parking and access to the pond from the lot, and then
one-way clockwise directed traffic circling back west around the
rear of the property.

Riley said he was concerned about pedestrian safety and the
Board agreed, since the area used to be a mill manufacturing area
and was not designed for pedestrians. The Board suggested that
they put in Jersey Barrier sidewalks, at least temporarily, to im-
prove safety in the area.

“The way things are situated now, I think it’s flat out danger-
ous for folks to walk around,” Riley said.

Winsmith representative Sheryl Elliott said they would con-
tinue to work on the plan.
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March Citizens
of the Month

Grade 8: Ethan Brownbill, Emily Flynn, Kelsey Bishqemi
Grade 7: Allegra Michalec, Rebecca LaVange, Mairead Moore, Patrick O’Brien
Grade 6: Charlotte Cain, Julia Figueirido, Tim Guarin
Congratulations to the March winners of Dr. Philip O. Coakley Middle School’s Citizen of

the Month. Citizens of the Month exemplify the school’s mission statement and are chosen by
teachers and staff. To celebrate their accomplishments, an end of the year breakfast celebration
will be held for students and their families.

SENIOR NEWS
 BASIC COMPUTER COURSE: A four-part  basic computer

course is frequently offered to those who wish to learn how to use
a computer. Sign-up at the front desk. New class starting on April
10th at 10:00 AM for 4 weeks. $2.00 a class.

BINGO: Every Wednesday, from 12:45 PM to 3:00 PM, $5.00
to get started.  We have begun a new game, for $1.00, with a win-
ner take all prize!  You must be here by 12:45 PM to play the new
game!

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC: Walpole VNA will be avail-
able for blood pressure screening on the first Wednesday of each
month.  Ellis Nursing Home will offer blood pressure screening on
the 2nd Wednesday of each month. The Walpole VNA will provide
blood pressure screening on the third Wednesday of each month at
11:30 AM. Walpole VNA on the 5th.

BOOK CLUB: Our next Book Club will be meeting on April
22, at the senior center.

BRIDGE: Our Bridge Club meets on Thursdays at 9:00 AM,
in the Library.

COMPUTER CLUB: The Computer Club meets every
Wednesday at 1:00 PM –

CRIBBAGE: Our seniors meet every Monday at 12:45 PM to
play cribbage. New Class on Fridays at 12:45 (except the 4th Fri-
day).

DIGITAL PHOTO ORGANIZATION & EDITING: will
take place the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 11:30 AM.

FOOT DOCTOR:  Dr. Michael Mitry is scheduled to be here
on April 12. $35.00 charge-call to schedule an appointment.

DRAWING WITH COLORED PENCILS– Classes held the
first and third Tuesday of the month at 11AM-12:15PM. $3.00 a
session all materials included.

FRIENDS EVENING DANCE: April 12th -new date due to
Good Friday, 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM  Dave Valerio.

GLEE CLUB:  Glee Club meets every Tuesday at 11:15 AM.
New members are always welcome.

HANDCRAFTERS: Handcrafters meet every Monday from
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM.

HEARING SOLUTIONS: Hearing Aide clinic on Wednes-
day, April 24, 11:30AM.

LEARN TO PLAY MAH JONG -Thursdays and Fridays at
12:30 PM.

LINE DANCE Classes are held each Tuesday. Class will be
held from 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM.

MAH JONG: Mah Jong players meet Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday 10:00 AM - Noon.

MANICURES: Friday’s April 5th & April 26, 9:00 AM - 1:00
PM.

 NORWOOD RETIRED MEN’S CLUB:  The Board of Di-
rectors meets on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 10:30AM, at the
Senior Center. The Club Membership meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at the Norwood Elks Lodge, at 10:00 AM.

SCRABBLE: Thursday afternoons at 1:00 PM.  Come and
join us for a game.

SHINE:  We have two SHINE Counselors. Carole is here to
help you with your medical insurance needs on Tuesdays from 10:00
AM. - 2:00 PM.  Amy will be here on Fridays from 10:00 AM -
2:00 PM Please call 781-762-1201 for an appointment.

TAP DANCE-Thursdays at 11:15 AM.  All levels are welcome
and encouraged to join the fun.

TRIAD: Monday, April 22 at 1:00 PM, Selectman William
Plasko.

WATER COLOR: The next session is scheduled for Thurs-
day, April 11, at 9:00 AM.  Payment of $20.00 must be made at
time of sign up.

WAXING with Erin: April 22, Monday, 9:00 AM – Noon.
WHIST: Whist players meet on Tuesdays at 12:45 PM, in the

library.
COA Board Meeting. Thursday, April 4th @ 1PM. SINGO,

Join the fun with DJ Jim Friday, April 5th, 1PM. Elder Dental Pre-
sentation, Monday, April 8th, 1PM. Cooking Demo with A. Russo
Imports, Friday, April 12th, 11am. 25 people max.

FRIENDS EVENING DANCE: April 12th -new date due to
Good Friday, 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM, Dave Valerio, $10.00.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

Grateful thanks. —M.B.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—M.B.

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the
world, now and forever. Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus pray for us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us. Say
this prayer 9 times a day. By
the 9th day your prayer will be
answered. It has never been
known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank you
St. Jude. My Prayers were an-
swered.

In gratitude for helping me.
—M.B.
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The Record Book Letters continued from page 4
CONTEXT PROVIDED FOR LAST WEEK’S LETTER

To the Editor:
A letter in the March 28th edition of this newspaper makes

some claims regarding teacher salaries.  The facts mentioned
were not inaccurate, but I would like to offer some context.

First, it is true that the teachers received a Cost of Living
Adjustment (COLA) of 2.5% for this current fiscal year. 
However, the COLA for FY18 was 2.0% and for FY17 was
1.25%.  The contract does not call for 2.5% increases every
year.

Teachers do earn more money as they gain more experi-
ence.  This is not unique to Norwood.  All teacher contracts
in Massachusetts are structured this way.  When teachers are
considering what district they would like to work for, they
consider not just starting salary, but the salary progression
over time.  On August 27, 2018, the School Committee pre-
sented an analysis of teacher salaries to the Budget Balanc-
ing Committee.  This analysis was based on data collected
by the state from all districts.  In comparison to local dis-
tricts, Norwood teacher salaries are slightly lower than av-
erage and year to year increases for each teacher are similar
to those in neighboring districts.

Norwood does have a number of teachers at or near the
top step of the salary scale.  This simply reflects the fact that
we have many veteran teachers.  In fact, if the average teacher
has a 30 year career, we would expect that roughly one third
of teachers would be on steps 1-10, one third of teachers would
be in years 11-20 of their careers (meaning steps 11-13, the
top 3 steps of the pay scale), and one third of teachers would
be in years 21-30 of their careers (at step 13, the top step.)

It should be noted that once teachers reach the top step of
the salary scale, the only increase in salary they receive is the
COLA.  This means the more teachers there are at the top step
of the scale, the smaller the annual increase in the total salary
budget.  As part of the 5-year projections completed by the
Budget Balancing Committee, the School Department pro-
jected annual salary increases based on current staffing.  This
analysis shows that each year, the percentage increase is ex-
pected to drop slightly as more teachers reach the top step of
the salary scale.

The projections show that if the override passes and ad-
ditional staff is added for FY20, the expected year to year
increases in the school budget would be: 3.5% for FY21,
3.4% for FY22, 3.3% for FY23, and 3.2% for FY24.  Al-
though this increase is more than the 2.5% increase allowed
under Proposition 2 1/2 for existing properties, when new
growth is factored in, this is a sustainable year to year in-
crease.

Mary J. Wesley
District 1 Town Meeting Member/Norwood Teacher

 WOMANS CLUB MEETING
The Norwood Woman’s Club

will hold our next meeting on Tues-
day , April 9.  We meet at
12:30p.m. at the Knights of Co-
lumbus  Hall, 572 Nichols Street,
Norwood.  The Norwood High
Celtic Strings will entertain us. The
May luncheon will cost $30 a
choice of beef or fish will be
served  please bring a check made
out to Norwood Woman’s Club. A
light lunch will be served.  Guests
are welcome.  Please call Trina at
781-762-8173 0r Nancy at 781-
762-8892 for more information.

COMPLIMENTARY
EVENTS AT EPOCH

Bridges® by EPOCH at
Westwood, a memory care assisted
living community  located at 140
University Avenue, will host the
following complimentary events in
April.    Caregiver Support Group:
April 4 at 6 p.m. — Family
caregivers are invited to take a
break and receive expert advice
from dementia care professionals
who understand their unique chal-
lenges. Dinner will be served;
caregivers’ loved ones with
memory loss are invited to dine
with Bridges® by EPOCH resi-
dents at 5:30 p.m. (RSVPs are re-
quired; call 781-251-6630).
Caregiver support groups are held
on the first Thursday of each
month.    Easter Egg Hunt Celebra-
tion: April 13 from 2 – 4 p.m. —
Families are invited to hop over to
Bridges® by EPOCH at Westwood
for an Easter eggs-travaganza.
Kids of all ages will enjoy an Eas-
ter egg hunt, festive refreshments,
photos with the Easter Bunny and
the opportunity to pet some furry
friends. (Call 781-251-6630 to
RSVP).     Norwood Memory
Café: April 18 from 1:30 – 3:30
p.m.; Event Location: Norwood
Council on Aging, 275 Prospect
Street in Norwood; with Maria
Skinner, Certified Ageless Grace®
Educator & Trainer — People with

dementia and their caregivers are
invited to attend an interactive
Memory Café featuring Ageless
Grace®, a cutting-edge brain fit-
ness program that activates all five
functions of the brain and ad-
dresses the physical skills needed
for lifelong optimal function. (Call
781-251-6630 to RSVP).

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
St. Catherine of Siena Church,

547 Washington St. A Solemn cel-
ebration for Divine Mercy will be
held on Sunday, April 28th.  The
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Con-
fession) will be available from 1-
2:30 pm in the chapel and the
school gym.  The recitation of the
Most Holy Rosary will begin at
2:10pm followed by the Divine
Mercy Chaplet in the Church.  Cel-
ebration of Holy Mass in honor of
the Solemnity will be celebrated at
3 pm and will include veneration
of the Divine Mercy Image. The
presider and homilist will be Rev.
John Gavin, S.J. with Rev. Stephen
Donohoe, Rev. Thomas Sullivan
and Rev. Anthony Medairos as
concelebrants.

NORWOOD ART
ASSOCIATION ARTIST
DEMONSTRATION

The Norwood Art Association
holds their monthly ARTIST
DEMONSTRATION on the 3rd
Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. in the Simoni Room of the
Norwood Morrill Memorial Li-
brary, located at 33 Walpole Street
in Norwood. These demonstrations
are FREE and the public are wel-
come and encouraged to attend!
Light refreshments are served and
there is a raffle of a piece of art
donated by the attending artist.

On Thursday, April 18th, the
NAA’s featured demo artist will
be Emily Passman. Emily began
her creative journey at a very
young age and has been an art
teacher and painter ever since.
She lives in a suburb of Boston

with her husband and son and can
often be found in her studio or in
some beautiful outdoor setting
creating her magic. For addi-
tional information or to become
a member, please contact the
Norwood Art Association at
norwoodartassociation@gmail.com
and visit them on Facebook.

LITTLE MUSTNGS
PRESCHOOL OPENINGS

The Norwood Public Schools
Little Mustangs Preschool Acad-
emy has OPENINGS for SEP-
TEMBER 2019 in our 4 year old
program. The preschool applica-
tion can be download from the
Norwood Public Schools website
norwood.k12.ma.us 

Available Classes are: Tues-
day, Thursday, Friday 12:00pm-
2:30pm, Tuesday, Thursday, Fri-
day 8:30am-1:30pm, Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8:30am-11:00am, Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, Friday 12:00pm-
2:30pm, Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30am-
1:30pm and Wednesday 8:30am-
11:00am.  If you have any ques-
tions fell free to contact Sherry
Sullivan at the Little Mustangs
Preschool Academy at 781-440-
5802 x 3600.

3rd ANNUAL WALK/RUN
The Society of St. Vincent de

Paul of Walpole will hold their
3rd annual Walk/Run on Saturday,
May 4, 2019.  Hosted by Mick
Morgan’s Irish Pub and Restau-
rant located at the junction of
Routes 1A and 27 on the Walpole-
Sharon line.  Registration will
begin at 9am with the race start-
ing at 10am.  If you sign up in
March, you can save $5.00 off the
registration fee! All proceeds will
be used to support individuals and
families in our community in need
of food, utilities, rent and other
emergency needs.  For further in-
formation and to register go to
wehelppeople.racewire.com.
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Library Events
DENOVA DUO
PERFORMS ON VIOLIN

The Morrill Memorial Library
is pleased to wrap up its Spring
Musical Sundays series with a con-
cert by the Denova Duo on Sun-
day, April 7 at 3 p.m. Violinists
MaeLynn Arnold and Michael
Hustedde will present a classical
program of works by Haydn, Max
Reger, Bartok, and de Bériot.
Michael Hustedde has established
a creative presence in Boston as a
soloist, chamber musician, and or-
chestral player. MaeLynn Arnold
is the concertmaster of the Cape
Cod Chamber Orchestra. To reg-
ister for this concert, go to
n o r w o o d l i b r a r y . o r g /
morrillcalendar, call 781-769-0200
x110, or stop by the library Refer-
ence or Information Desk.

ANNUAL ESSAY CONTEST
Spring is around the corner and

so is the Morrill Memorial
Library’s 8th annual essay contest.
It’s time to get out your pen and
paper, iPads, or laptops. This year
the three levels are as follows:
Level 1 (3rd and 4th grade), Level
2 (5th - 8th grade), and Level 3 (9th
grade - adult). The prompt is the

same for all levels: “What Charac-
ter Would You Choose to Be Your
BFF (Best Friend Forever) and
Why?” Each submission MUST
include the entry form and be 1,000
words or fewer. The contest is open
to Norwood residents only for Lev-
els 1 and 2, and Norwood residents
and surrounding towns for Level
3. Anyone interested in entering the
contest may stop by the library for
the details and the entry form or
find them online at
www.norwoodlibrary.org. To
qualify, the essays must be submit-
ted between Friday, March 15 and
Monday, April 15 by email to
nling@minlib.net or dropped off at
the library’s Outreach Department.
Three prizes will be awarded in
each category. The first, second,
and third prizes are $35, $25, and
$10 gift cards to Barnes & Noble,
in that order. A celebration will be
held in the Simoni Room on Mon-
day, June 3rd from 7-9 pm. Any

questions, please call the Outreach
Department at (781) 769-0200
x228.

NORWOOD 101
The Library is planning our 3rd

annual Norwood 101, a special
open house for all new residents
of Norwood. Norwood 101 will be
held on Monday April 8, from
6:00-8:00 pm on the second floor
of the Morrill Memorial Library.
Norwood Bank will be providing
welcome bags filled with informa-
tion on local business.  Norwood
Municipal Departments, local non-
profit groups and library represen-
tatives will be available to answer
questions and share information
with our new neighbors. Raffle
prizes have generously been do-
nated by local businesses, and all
attendees have a chance to win!  If
you are new to town or would like
to find out more about our won-
derful town of Norwood, includ-

ing how you can get involved with
various nonprofits, this event is for
you!   Please contact the library at
781-769-0200 x 110 or visit the
calendar page on our website,
n o r w o o d l i b r a r y . o r g /
morrillcalendar, to register for the
event.  Registration is not required,
but is preferred. Those who regis-
ter in advance will be eligible to
win a grand prize raffle basket.

STONE CUTTERS
OF OLD PARISH

On Thursday, April 11 at 7:00
pm in the Simoni Room of Morrill
Memorial Library, Patricia Fan-
ning will present an illustrated talk
about the gravestone carvers
whose work is represented in
Norwood’s Old Parish Cemetery,
established in 1741. The talk is
sponsored by the Old Parish Pres-
ervation Volunteers (OPPV), a
charitable organization whose goal
is to preserve and raise awareness
of this unique cultural and historic
resource.

This presentation will focus on
several local artists whose crafts-
manship can be viewed at Old Par-
ish Cemetery, including those re-
cently uncovered by Old Parish
Preservation Volunteers during this
past year’s work days. This talk is
the group’s opening event for the
2019 season. OPPV will be sched-
uling several Saturday morning
work sessions this spring and fall
and volunteers of all ages are wel-
come to help. The cemetery is also
open to the public during work ses-
sions. Learn more at the OPPV’s
w e b s i t e :
www.oldparishpreservationvolunteers.com
To sign up for this program, call
781-769-0200, x110 or 222, visit
the library’s calendar page
n o r w o o d l i b r a r y . o r g /
morrillcalendar, or stop by either
the library Reference or Informa-
tion Desk.

LUNCH & LEARN TECH
WORKSHOPS ARE BACK!

The Morrill Memorial Library
will resume its popular Lunch &
Learn technology workshops be-
ginning Wednesday, April 17 from
12:00-1:00 p.m. Technology Li-
brarian Brian DeFelice will present
“Spring Clean Your Gmail Inbox,”
which will explore ways to get rid
of those unwanted emails and or-
ganize your Gmail account. Feel
free to bring your lunch or just
come to learn. Beverages and des-
sert will be provided. Registration
is preferred but walk-ins are also
welcome. To sign up, please call
781-769-0200, x110 or 222, go to
n o r w o o d l i b r a r y . o r g /
morrillcalendar, or stop by the Ref-
erence or Information Desk.

TURN THE PAGE BOOK
GROUP: “MAGPIE
MURDERS”

The Morrill Memorial
Library’s Turn the Page Book
Group will delve into the mystery
genre at its next meeting on
Wednesday, April 17 and discuss
“Magpie Murders” by New York
Times bestselling author Anthony
Horowitz. Fans of Agatha Christie
and the BBC’s Midsomer Murders
and Foyle’s War, both of which
were written by Horowitz, are sure
to enjoy this “fiendishly brilliant,
riveting” double mystery. To reg-
ister for either the 10 am or the 7
pm session, led by Patty Bailey and
guest host Nancy Ling, go to
n o r w o o d l i b r a r y . o r g /
morrillcalendar, call 781-769-0200
x110, or stop by the library Refer-
ence or Information Desk. Copies
of the book as well as the discus-
sion questions are available at the
Circulation Desk, and refreshments
will be served.

NICARAGUA:
THEN AND NOW

The Morrill Memorial
Library’s Disastour series contin-
ues with the presentation, “Nicara-
gua: Then and Now,” with Dr. David
Gullette on Monday, April 22 at 6:30
p.m. Dr. Gullette is Professor Emeri-
tus, Simmons College and President
of the Newton/San Juan Del Sur Sis-
ter City Project. Gullette has traveled
to and worked with locals in Nicara-
gua every year since 1988. He will
discuss the history of the region from
the Contra/Sandinista war and Iran-
Contra scandal through the recent
deaths of protesters and criticism of
President Ortega, the former revo-
lutionary turned quasi-dictator.
Both Gullette and Technical Ser-
vices Librarian Lydia Sampson will
share stories of travel to Nicaragua
over the years for service work and
tourism. To sign up for this program,
go to the library’s calendar page,
n o r w o o d l i b r a r y . o r g /
morrillcalendar, call 781-769-0200
x110, or stop by the library Refer-
ence or Information Desk.
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 BREEN
Lillian A. (Boncek) Of Norwood,

passed away on March 31, 2019, at the
age of 89. Beloved wife of the late Will-
iam F. Breen. Devoted mother Lynette A.
Quartermouse and her husband Bobby Joe
of Lakeland, FL, Frederick A. Breen and
his wife Karen of Franklin, Jacqueline M.
LeBlanc of North Attleboro and Joanna P.
Salvatore and her husband Robert of Pem-
broke. Sister of the late Robert Boncek and
Thomas Boncek. Also survived by 9 grand-
children, 2 great-grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Daughter of the late
Michael and Helen (Jarkawicz) Boncek.
Lillian was a graduate of Dedham High
School. Funeral from the Kraw-Kornack
Funeral Home, 1248 Washington St.,
NORWOOD, Friday, April 5, 2019 at
9am followed by a Funeral Mass at 10am
at St. Mary’s Church, East Walpole, MA.
Visiting Hours will be held on Thurs-
day, April 4, 2019 from 6-8pm. Burial
will be at Highland Cemetery Norwood.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made in her name to the Alzheimer’s
Association, 309 Waverley Oaks Road,
Waltham, MA 02452. kraw-
kornackfuneralhome.com. Family
Owned and Operated.  781-762-0482.

CIANCA
Lena (Gazzero) of Norwood, for-

merly of Westwood, passed away on
March 31, 2019.  Beloved wife of the
late Oscar Cianca. Loving mother of
James Cianca and his wife Sherri of
Lewiston, NY and the late Rita Cianca.
Cherished grandmother of James, Tony,
Peter, Micah and Jennifer Cianca. She
is also survived by 12 great-grandchil-
dren.  Visiting hours Saturday, April 6th
from 9am-12pm at Gillooly Funeral
Home, 126 Walpole Street, Norwood,
followed by a graveside service in
Fairview Cemetery, Hyde Park.  For ad-
ditional information about Lena and
online guestbook, please visit:
www.gilloolyfuneralhome.com

CURLEY

Charles Z. Jr. Of Norwood, passed
away peacefully surrounded by his fam-
ily and friends on March 26, 2019, at
the age of 52. Beloved husband of Paula
F. (Scollins) Curley. Loving and devoted
father of Caroline D. Curley, Brian T.
Curley and Michael G. Curley, all of
Norwood. Son of Charles Z. and Shirley
A. (Doucette) Curley of Alton, NH.
Brother of Michelle M. Scanlon and her
husband Timothy of Walpole, and Paul
D. Curley and his wife Cathy of
Norwood. Also survived by many nieces,
nephews, cousins, aunts, and uncles.
Chuck was a 1985 graduate of Norwood
High School and a 1989 graduate of the
University of Notre Dame where he was
a member of the Monogram Club. He
was a former Executive Director and
Board Member of the International Rett
Syndrome Foundation. Chuck will be
greatly missed by his family and friends.
Funeral from the Kraw-Kornack Funeral
Home, 1248 Washington St.,
NORWOOD, Wednesday, April 3, 2019,
at 9:30am, followed by a Funeral Mass
at 10:30am at St. Timothy’s Parish
Norwood, MA. Visiting Hours will be
held on Tuesday, April 2, 2019, from 3-
8pm. Burial will be at Highland Cem-
etery, Norwood. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made in his name to
Rettsyndrome.org 4600 Devitt Dr., Cin-
cinnati, OH 45246.

www.rettsyndrome.org kraw-
kornackfuneralhome.com. Family Owned
And Operated 781-762-0482.

DOOLEY
Kevin M. Age 52, of Dedham, March

29, 2019. Loving husband of Liz
O’Donnell and devoted father to Joseph
P. Dooley and Kate E. Dooley of Dedham.
He will be missed by his mother Kathleen
(Lynch) Dooley of Weymouth, his sisters
Colleen Dooley of VA and Shannon Hume
of Braintree, his brother-in-law Steve
Hargan of VA, his aunts, uncles, cousins,
nieces, nephews, and many in-laws. A loyal
friend with a great sense of humor, Kevin
was a graduate of Braintree High School
and UMass Amherst where he was a mem-
ber of the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made in
Kevin’s name to the Benjamin Schlechter
Research Fund at Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center, Office of Development,
330 Brookline Ave., Boston, MA 02215.
kraw-kornackfuneralhome.com. Family
Owned and Operated. 781-762-0482.

KADARAS

Irene H. (Ropeika) Of Middleton, for-
merly of Norwood and Worcester, passed
away on March 28, 2019, at the age of 89.

Devoted mother of Kenneth Kadaras and
his wife Joan of NH, Joseph Kadaras of
FL, Karen L’Esperance of Lakeville,
Cynthia A. LeBlanc and her husband Tho-
mas of Middleton, and the late Edward
Kadaras. Cherished grandmother of An-
drew, Catherine, Daniel, Jonathan, Allison
and Ryan. Great-grandmother of Daniel.
Sister of the late William Ropeika and Ruth
Bartczak. Daughter of the late Peter F. and
Anlos (Kasulis) Ropeika. Irene was a
member of Mad Maggies, Brownies Swim
Team in Norwood. Funeral from the Kraw-
Kornack Funeral Home, 1248 Washing-
ton St., NORWOOD. Burial at Highland
Cemetery, Norwood. kraw-
kornackfuneralhome.com. Family Owned
And Operated. 781-762-0482.

MURGIA

Cecilia M. (Hussey) Of Norwood, for-
merly of Boston, passed away on March
30, 2019, at the age of 98. Beloved wife of
the late Salvatore J. Murgia. Devoted
mother of Cecilia A. O’Keeffe and her
husband John of Norwood, James R.
Murgia and his wife Susan of Sharon and
Edward J. Murgia and his wife Linda of
Norton. Sister of Phyllis Murphy of
Walpole, Theresa Costa of San Diego, CA
and the late John McAlice. Cherished

grandmother of Jacqueline, Michael,
Katelyn and Jennifer. Daughter of the late
James M. and Marion C. (MacDonald)
Hussey. Cecilia was a 1938 graduate of
St. Patrick’s High School in Boston. Fu-
neral from the Kraw-Kornack Funeral
Home, 1248 Washington St.,
NORWOOD. Burial at Highland Cem-
etery, Norwood. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in her name to St.
Patrick’s Church, 10 Magazine St., Bos-
ton, MA 02119. kraw-
kornackfuneralhome.com. Family Owned
and Operated. 781-762-0482.

MURPHY
Terrance P. passed away unexpectedly

on March 18, 2019. Loving, quick witted
and passionate husband of Lori (Roche)
Murphy of Norwood.  Dear son of John J.
and Elaine M. (Mackin) Murphy of Ply-
mouth.  Cherished, one of a kind and cre-
ative father of Autumn and Wasaya
Murphy both of Braintree. Trusted, lov-
ing and life long friend as well as ex-hus-
band of Kerri Garvin of Braintree. Dear
and brother in law of Lisa Johnston of At-
lanta, GA and Scott Roche of Middleboro.
Adored and silly uncle of Rebecca, Brady,
Kaylee, Kyle and Trinity. Loving and kind
hearted son-in law of Rich and Phyllis
Roche of Norwood.  He is also lovingly
survived by many family and friends. His
loved ones are so incredibly grateful and
blessed to have had such a passionate, lov-
ing, creative, honest, kind and free spir-
ited soul that made such a profound im-
pact on so many lives. He was someone
that would give the shirt off his back for a
loved one and would drop everything with-
out hesitation to help someone in need.
He would give love and kindness freely to
those who earned his respect. His
empathetic and understanding views of the
world, society, mental illness, social me-
dia, holistic living, fatherhood, nature, his-

DEATHS
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“REQUIEM FOR THE LIVING”

Call 781-948-1295
or go online today at 

www.norwoodlight.com
** Free standard installation. Call for a free survey. NO CONTRACT
$150 Installation charge applies if service is disconnected within the first 90 days!
1st month of service offer valid to new or former NLB Business Service customers who have not had 
any NLB service in last 90 days. Free month is for the monthly service fee only, not including taxes 
Equipment &amp; Gov. fees. Internet speeds vary and are not guaranteed. Offer ends 4/30/19

Only 
$79.95/mo

JUST NEED INTERNET SERVICE?
FASTER INTERNET SPEEDS AT THE SAME

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!!!
                                                                    NEW SPEED           EVERYDAY LOW PRICE

NORWOOD BUSINESS OWNERS
SWITCH TO NORWOOD LIGHT BROADBAND AND SAVE!

          1ST MONTH OF SERVICE FREE!
             FREE INSTALLATION**

NORWOOD BUSINESS OWNERS
SWITCH TO NORWOOD LIGHT BROADBAND AND SAVE!

          1ST MONTH OF SERVICE FREE!
             FREE INSTALLATION**

                                              BEST BUSINESS
                                            PACKAGE DEAL IN TOWN!

Internet Lite  5Mbps $29.95/mo.

Internet Basic  10Mbps $39.95/mo.

Internet Standard  100Mbps $49.95/mo.

Internet Extreme* 200Mbps $89.95/mo.

Internet Extra* 300Mbps $114.95/mo.

Wicked Fast* 400Mbps $159.95/mo.

Enterprise* 500Mbps $189.95/mo.
*2 free static IPs included!

Dedicated Enterprise Fiber Service Available

Since early January,
Norwood residents Elaine
Benkoski, Mary Lynn Davis,
Christine Diaz, Eileen
Gibney, Edd and Gloria Lee,
Marcia Perednia, and Lindsay
Trementozzi  have been re-

hearsing weekly at Dedham’s
historic Allin Congregational
Church in preparation for the
Boston premiere of Dan
Forrest’s “Requiem for the
Living” which will be held at
Holy Name Church, 1689
Centre St., West Roxbury on
Sunday, April 7 at 3 PM.

American Dan Forrest
continues to be one of the
most significant contempo-
rary choral composers of our
time. DCS’s spring concert
opens with two of his shorter
pieces, “The Music of Living”
and “You Are the Music.”
Forrest describes “Requiem,”

a five-movement composition
scored for chorus, organ and
chamber ensemble, as a “nar-
rative for the living and their
own struggle with pain and
sorrow.” Inspired by images
of space taken by the Hubble
Space Telescope and photos
of Earth as seen from the In-
ternational Space Station,
Forrest’s ethereal musical set-
ting will please music lovers
of all ages.  In every perfor-
mance, the “Requiem” elicits
profound reaction from both
performers and audience with
hopes for light, rest and
peace.

Concert tickets are avail-
able online at
www.dedhamchoral.org/buy-
tickets/, from any DCS mem-
ber or at the door.  Tickets:
$30/ Seniors: $25/ Children:
$5 (ages 5 to 12).

tory, art, poetry, marriage, music, family, life lessons, space, finding your purpose, the
ocean, travelling, people and useless facts, as he liked to say, and how every person is
connected to each other, nature, earth and everything around us. This is only the tip of
the iceberg of reasons why this phenomenal human being was and will continue to live
on within each of us all while inspiring, uplifting, helping each other grieve, bringing joy
to the world, sharing stories, videos, pictures, memories, creating art, poetry, laughter,
love, compassion, beauty, and so many more words come to mind when we think of
him. He immediately made people feel at ease to speak openly and freely without being
judged for being who you are. He lit up every room he walked into within seconds with
his exuberant and spontaneous personality, hilarious faces, contagious laugh, gor-
geous smile, a wit and charm like no other, dance moves that would crush Mick
Jagger’s and all the while he’s been waiting to do his version of drop it like it’s
hot. “Music gives a Soul to the Universe, Wings to the Mind, Flight to the Imagi-
nation and  Life to Everything”. At the request of Terrance’s family, all services
were private. Gillooly Funeral Home, 126 Walpole Street. Norwood, MA 02062.

O’LEARY
Thomas F. Passed away peacefully at home, surrounded by his family on

March 28, 2019. He was 95 years of age. Born and educated in Dorchester, he
was a proud US Navy veteran, serving in World War II and Korea. He was the
beloved husband of the late Ruth C. (MacKay) O’Leary; loving father of
Geoffrey T. O’Leary and John S. O’Leary, both of Norwood and Mark F.
O’Leary and his wife Kathleen of Laconia, NH; cherished grandfather of Sh-
annon Kropis and her husband Ron of Seekonk, Kristin Taber and her fianc?
Candi of W. Warwick, RI, and Brendan O’Leary of Nashua, NH; proud great-
grandfather of Anthony, Nicholas, and Ava Taber, and Hailey and Tyler Kropis.
He is also survived by many loving nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-
nephews. Funeral from the Gillooly Funeral Home, 126 Walpole Street (Rte.
1A), NORWOOD. Memorial contributions in memory of Thomas F. O’Leary
may be made to the Disabled American Veterans (DAV), PO Box 14301, Cincin-
nati, OH 45250-0301 or to the American Cancer Society, 30 Speen St., Framingham,
MA 01701. Gillooly Funeral Home. Norwood 781-762-0174.
www.gilloolyfuneralhome.com

VITT
Daniel G. Of Norwood, formerly of

Cambridge and Brighton, passed away on
March 25, 2019, at the age of 71. Beloved
husband of Stephanie L. (Goodwin) Vitt. De-
voted father of Andrew J. Vitt and his wife
Jennifer of Malden and Garrett E. Vitt of
Norwood. Brother of Adelaide Walsh of
Allston, and Ellen Lewis of Scituate. Also
survived by many nieces and nephews. Son
of the late John W., Jr. and Helen (Hurley)
Vitt. Daniel was a retired Chief Accountant
for the Commonwealth of Mass., Dept. of En-
vironmental Protection. He was a longtime
Norwood Little League and Babe Ruth Base-
ball Coach winning 2 championships. He was
also a member of the Brookline Elks and
Former VP of the Executive Board of NAGE
Unit #6 Local #282. Funeral from the Kraw-
Kornack Funeral Home, 1248 Washington
St., NORWOOD. Burial at Highland Cem-
etery, Norwood. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in his name to the American Heart Assoc., 20 Speen Street, Framingham, Massa-
chusetts, 01701. kraw-kornackfuneralhome.com.  Family Owned And Operated 781-762-0482.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

Grateful thanks. —B.T.F.

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.


