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Snow doesn’t deter hikers
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In a somewhat controversial move, the Planning Board voted to deny
55 Lenox.
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What is tandem?

Scores of residents came up to the Pine Tree Forest off of Vanderbilt Avenue last week for the Trails Committee's
annual First Day Hike.
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Almost 100 residents braved
the frigid temperatures on Jan.
1 last week for the eighth an-
nual Norwood Trails Advisory
Committee (NTAC) First Day
Hike of 2026.

This year’s hike featured a
two-mile trot through the Pine
Tree Forest off Vanderbilt Av-
enue. The snow was fresh, cof-
fee hot, and there were hand
warmers provided by the
Norwood Comprehensive Plan
Steering Committee, which is
hosting an open house on Jan.
12 at the Morrill Memorial Li-
brary at 7 p.m.

Members gathered at the end
of Vanderbilt and traded shovel-
ing stories, New Year’s Eve
party gossip, and the ins and outs
of the different trails around
Town and beyond. Several pa-
trons said they came from out-
side of Norwood because of the
work that the NTAC has done
over the last eight years to pro-
mote trails in Norwood.

One patron, Hans Luwald,
said, “I’m really impressed with
them, I follow them in the news-
paper and they just do a lot; I
live in Walpole and there’s hardly
anything going on with our
trails,” he said. “I have done
New Year’s Day hikes in
Walpole… They have a few

morning hikes, but they were in
the morning and there was so
much snow, I just didn’t want to
go!”

Luwald said he is often out
walking and wouldn’t miss an
opportunity to be out with some
new friends here in Norwood.

“I like to be outside, I walk a
lot almost every day, and this is
an opportunity to see a new area
and see new people,” he said.

Westwood resident Rich de
Reyna said he also wanted to find
something new out here in
Norwood.

“I have a group of people I
hike with every week, and I’m

The Norwood Planning
Board voted 4-1, with mem-
ber Ernie Paciorkowski
against, to deny the site plan
approval requested for the 96-
unit residential building pro-
posed at 55 Lenox St.

The vote came after a
meeting last year in which the
Board voted to close the pub-
lic hearing, so no one but Town
officials and the Board could
discuss the matter. The re-
quest for Site Plan Review is
asking for increased height
based on stormwater and en-
vironmental bonuses, but the
sticking point turned out to be,
once again, the parking. The
proponent, Rojo’s owner John
Shalbey, withdrew his applica-
tion in the fall when it looked
like the Board wasn’t going to
pass his reduced parking plan
of about 60 spaces for 96 units
– well below the MBTA Com-
munities Act Overlay District
that allows 1.1 spaces per
unit.

He said at the time that the
idea was that not every unit
was going to have a car. The
Board did not buy this argu-
ment and feared that residen-
tial streets would be swamped
with cars using the public
street to park.

Shalbey came back with
this proposal that used park-
ing stackers to give 38 more
spaces and meet the 1.1-
space-per-unit requirement.
However, as the vote implies,

Board members did not be-
lieve these counted as park-
ing spaces – an assertion the
Building Inspector and Town
Counsel did not agree with.

The vote came from a mo-
tion from member Joseph
Sheehan, who said the origi-
nal public hearing had some is-
sues with how the Town de-
fines “tandem parking” and
how officials categorized
stackers as tandem parking.

The lone dissenting vote
came from Paciorkowski, who
said while he might not nec-
essarily agree with the idea of
the parking stackers, both
Town Counsel David DeLuca
and Building Inspector Gary
Pelletier had stated previously
that stacked parking counted
as tandem parking under the
Norwood Zoning Bylaw and
state law, and that the Plan-
ning Board didn’t really have
the jurisdiction to rule other-
wise.

“The way I look at this, I
am not convinced these are
the best things, these lifts or
stackers or whatever, but I
think the Board, to use a
phrase, I think we have to stay
in our lane here,” he said. “I
just want to refer to the memo
we got from the Building In-
spector that says, ‘The park-
ing count submitted in the
amended plans now complies
with the requirement in the by-
law.’ And then I want to refer
to a memo we received from
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Norwood Animal Control Officer Henry Cerqueira, left, with his grandson, Michael Duarte, right.
 PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

Never bitten Norwood ACO retiring after three decades

ACOACOACOACOACO
Continued on page 12

SCB shows off at Boston First Night

Jeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff Sullivan
Staff Reporter

Boston's First Night celebrations showed a bit of Norwood spirit on Jan. 1, as the Frog Pond show high-
lighted skaters  from the Skating Club of Boston - featuring Norwood skaters and many more from the local
area.
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When Norwood Animal
Control Officer (ACO) Henry
Cerqueira says he’s never been
bitten, well, that’s not quite
true.

In his 33-year career as the
Norwood ACO, he said he’s
never been bitten by an animal.
But just last week, he said he
was dropping his wife off at
Logan Airport, and in going
around the car to get her lug-
gage out, he was, essentially,
bitten by a bridge.

“All of a sudden, whoosh!”
he said. “My leg went right into
one of the expansion joints. The
rubber had fallen through.”

Cerqueira said he had
parked in front of a State
Trooper at Terminal E, and the
trooper asked if he needed an
ambulance, as he had a not in-
significant abrasion on his leg.

“It went all the way to my
crotch, but just think about it, if
I was a little kid, they would
have fallen through,” he said.
“The statie asked if I wanted
an ambulance, and I said my
wife was just leaving for Eu-
rope, and he goes ‘You got to
go to Terminal C.’ So I dropped
her off and went home to ice
my leg. But can you imagine?
Just one day after retirement.”

Technically, Cerqueira is
still on the books to help out at
the Norwood ACO, which he
said he started way back in
1992. Though technically this
was his first day of retirement,
he said it’s been quite a ride in
Norwood.

Cerqueira said the Town
has changed since he started,
mainly because there are so
many more people here. He’s
got a bevy of interests, from the
storied history of Portugal to
the storied history of farms
around Norwood and Walpole,
but he said animals have al-
ways intrigued him from an
early age growing up around
the farms in the area.

“I grew up on a farm, and
downstairs I have a ton of
books on dogs,” he said. “I’ve
always been fascinated with
animals. I constantly watch
documentaries and stuff. I just
think it’s amazing how nature
takes care of everything and
also it’s amazing how in this
modern-day world, just how
little people know about ani-
mals.”

Cerqueira said this has bled
over into his job as an ACO.
He said he has seen quite a bit
in Norwood, but the one thing
that has always been a prob-
lem is that of education around
dogs and their breeds. He said
every dog in existence has
been bred for a purpose, but in
many cases, dogs are pur-
chased for their looks and with
no prior knowledge of what
their instincts push them to do.
He said that causes problems
and leads to a lot of calls for
him and, now at least, his crew.

“Every single breed has a
specific job, and when you get
these dogs the problem is a
majority of people don’t look
into the breed, they just get
them for their looks,” he said.

Cerqueira gave the example
of an Australian Blue Healer,
which, like many breeds, was
bred to pen and herd cattle. He
said they instinctively try to
keep the cattle together by bit-
ing their heels, and that can be
problematic when you don’t
have cattle to herd.

“You have kids running all
over the place but the dog
wants to keep them together,”
he said. “So he’s going to start

biting them to stay together.”
He said while he knows

there are a lot of people who
take care of their pets properly,
those people aren’t usually in-
teracting with him. It’s those
people who inherit a dog, or
don’t know what they’re get-
ting into or simply do not have
the faculties anymore to take
proper care of the animal. He
said, however, that many times
they are able to find a good

home for these pets or get
them to a shelter that can
properly care for them while
they wait for adoption.

But Cerqueira said there are
many other sides to the job as
well that you probably wouldn’t
expect.

“People think we just run
around catching dogs and cats
when they’re loose,” he said

To advertise, call The Norwood
Record at (781) 769-1725
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A look at the new districts coming this fall for the new school year to accommodate the Willett becoming a
regular K-4 elementary school.
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Elementary reshuffle moving along

The Norwood School Com-
mittee recently met and dis-
cussed the reordering of the el-
ementary school organization
that will go into effect next
school year.

The reorganization and re-
districting process took place
because the Norwood Public
Schools District (NPS) de-
cided to make the new Coakley
Middle School a grade 5-8
school, freeing up one whole
class in the elementary schools.
After that, the District decided
to change the Willett Early Edu-
cation Center from a central-
ized kindergarten school for all
districts to another regular el-
ementary school.

But that also means reshuf-
fling all the elementary schools
to have kindergartens and nec-
essarily meant the reorganizing
of the neighborhood school dis-
tricts – which determines
which students go to what
schools – to accommodate the
new Willett Elementary School.

That said, NPS Superinten-
dent Timothy Luff believes the
process is moving along well.
He said they have relocated
all teachers from each school
to meet staffing goals, with four
teachers remaining at the
Willett as elementary teachers.

“I have notified all general
education teachers, and we
have had volunteers to go from
our kindergarten teachers to be
kindergarten teachers at those
schools, as well as grade-level
teachers going to the Willett
School when it becomes a K-4
school next year,” he said. “I
will say it’s been an incredibly
thoughtful process on the side
of the teachers. They were in-
credibly humble, happy and
willing to support Norwood in
general in this process. I want
to thank all the teachers who
worked with me to make this
possible.”

Luff said the transfer to the
other elementary schools of
the kindergarten teachers
means that the District will re-
tain all the kindergarten insti-
tutional knowledge that it has
been building up over the years.

“The goal was to have
highly qualified kindergarten
teachers at each elementary
school and highly qualified
grades 1-through-4 teachers
also at the Willett,” he said.

Luff explained that there

are different certifications for
different grades, with pre-k
through 1 being most frequent
at the Willett now, and grades
1-6 being most common around
the current elementary dis-
tricts.

“So we had to make sure
that those kindergarten-li-
censed people were in the right
spot,” he said.

Luff said the District re-
cently held a community forum
with parents to go over the re-
districting implications and is-
sues. Several parents said they
wanted to have their child or
children remain in their current
district because they would be
able to keep their transporta-
tion schedules and costs as
they were, as some students
found themselves no longer
able to take the bus for free in
their new districts (if you’re
more than two miles from your
school, you get a free ride).
Some parents said they would
have to upend their entire
schedule, and Luff said they will
consider such requests, but no
one should hold their breath for

it, as the new district lines have
already been voted in after a
large public process.

“There have been some re-
quests for folks to stay at their
schools; I am not taking those
into consideration yet,” he said.
“I am holding them. For par-
ents who have made those re-
quests, I will get in touch with
them once I know the full num-
bers, and only if it’s an extenu-
ating circumstance, as per
policy, will I make any changes
that way. As of now we have
the new district lines and we
have to follow them as the
School Committee approved
them.”

Luff added that all shifts
were sent out to parents in No-
vember.

Luff said there will be no
major shifts of special educa-
tion teachers or English lan-
guage education at this time ei-
ther. He said he expects shifts
to happen in the future, but it
will be through the usual pro-
cesses based on numbers and
caseloads.

“Nothing really based on the
redistricting piece itself,” he
said.

Also at that meeting, Luff
said the District has started or-
ganizing the five-year plan pro-
cess. He said the District has
contracted with the Teaching
and Learning Alliance to facili-
tate that plan.

“Which will include us
sending them a tremendous
amount of data about the school
district,” he said.

He said he’s looking to put
together a steering committee
made up of School Committee
members, school staff, commu-
nity members, members of the
Board of Selectmen, community
representatives, faculty and par-
ents to get about two dozen
people together for the planning
process.

“I will let you know that it is
quite the commitment,” he said.
“They have asked that this com-
mitment be held to, because it
takes quite a bit. For example,
each meeting will last approxi-
mately two-to-three hours, and
we’re looking at a 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. timeframe. The schedule
of the meetings is already set
and we are looking to be start-
ing… on January 29th.”

Luff said it will be an intro-
duction meeting, followed by a
data analysis meeting, and con-
tinue from there. He said the
goal is to have a final presenta-
tion and copy by around May.

“This plan will be a beauti-
ful document they will create
for us, but it will obviously be
fluid,” he said. “As we know,
with strategic planning for five
years, things change. But it will
be something that will drive our
work over the next five years,
which will be beneficial.”

Five-year school plan in the worksFive-year school plan in the worksFive-year school plan in the worksFive-year school plan in the worksFive-year school plan in the works
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Gimme that
ol’ time rivalry

Letters to the Editor

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Reading is as much about the reader as it is about the writer.
COURTESY PHOTO
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Continued on page 7

READING

As a very young teenager
working in my grandfather’s
Green Street variety store in the
late 50s, I was aware of the
competition between Coke and
Pepsi. Yes, the big red cooler
into which ice had to be dumped
to keep all brands of tonic cold
had a big, red COCA COLA
sign on its side. I always
wanted to see the underdog,
Royal Crown (now called RC),
dominate the cola wars but
such was not to be the case in
Jamaica Plain 65 years ago.

In the 1950s/60s, Hostess
Twinkies versus Drake’s Devil
Dogs products was another
huge rivalry then as were Tide
vs. Fab, Ajax vs. Comet,
Colgate vs. Pepsodent, Ches-
terfields vs Camels, Jordan
Marsh (aka Jordan’s) vs.
Filene’s, Anthony’s Pier 4 vs.
Jimmy’s Harborside, First Na-
tional vs. A&P, East Boston vs.
South Boston (in football), and
Bradlees vs. Zayre’s.

A recent email to me high-
lighted several great American
rivalries:  McDonald’s vs.
Burger King, and Democrats
vs. Republicans. Truth be told,
I forget whether the essay con-
tained Dunkin’ vs. Starbucks.

There were even some old
ones:  Burr vs. Hamilton,
Hatfields vs. McCoys, and
Edison vs. Tesla. A few of the
so-called rivalries I dispute, but
I would have included John
Adams vs. Jefferson, Macy’s
vs. Gimbel’s (cf. the movie
“Miracle on 34th Street”),
Kresge’s vs, Woolworth’s, and
Motown vs. The British sounds.

The email did have a local

flavor as it mentioned in its se-
lect twelve the Yankees vs. Red
Sox (probably inferring Joe
DiMaggio vs. Ted Williams) and
Celtics vs. Lakers (aka Bird vs.
Magic), as the list surprisingly
omitted Ohio State vs. Michigan,
Texas vs. Oklahoma, and Army
vs. Navy, all in football.

A local list of rivalries in
sports today would have to men-
tion most of the Thanksgiving
pairings in high school football as
well as Boston College vs. Bos-
ton University in hockey, Bruins
vs. Canadiens, Chamberlain vs.
Russell, and Harvard vs. Yale in
football; outside of sports it’s
CVS vs. Walgreen’s, Mike’s vs.
Modern for cannoli(s), Target vs.
Walmart, and BJ’s vs. Costco.

There’s something to be said
for competition and rivalry; for-
tunately, anti-trust legislation pro-
tects us from being dominated by
one.

And which rivalries in your list
did I overlook?

LET’S RETHINK OUR PUBLIC HEARINGS
Norwood’s public hearing process would benefit

greatly from earlier, more meaningful public involvement –
before developer plans become entrenched and before
Planning Board members have largely made up their minds.
As it is now, the public is typically invited to comment at
the very end of the development process – just before the
Planning Board votes to approve or disapprove a project.
One practical way to achieve this would be neighborhood
or district-level meetings with developers at the begin-
ning of the process.

Under the current system, residents are limited to two-
minute comments at formal hearings – comments that at
the most recent Planning Board meeting were literally timed
with an egg timer – with little or no opportunity for follow-
up. Yet time and again, it is the public – not developers,
Planning Board members, or consultants – that surfaces
issues that should have been identified much earlier: traf-
fic pinch points that weren’t studied, drainage impacts on
neighboring properties, parking spillover onto side streets,
emergency access concerns, lighting impacts, loss of
neighbors’ views and shadows cast by large, overpower-
ing buildings, and inconsistencies between what’s pre-
sented and what the plans actually show.

These aren’t minor details. They are fundamental site
and neighborhood impacts that are far easier to address
early, before designs are largely complete and positions
have hardened. When these issues surface late, residents

are effectively told it’s too late - even though the con-
cerns themselves are legitimate and foreseeable.

Most residents who attend hearings aren’t lawyers
or planners. They are neighbors with knowledge gained
through life experiences – people who know where flood-
ing already occurs, which intersections already fail, where
delivery trucks already block traffic, and how noise or
lighting actually affect their lives. That practical insight
is exactly what early neighborhood or district-level meet-
ings are designed to capture.

Other communities already do this well. In Boston
neighborhoods such as Hyde Park, developers are ex-
pected to meet with recognized neighborhood groups
before formal filings. Those early conversations routinely
surface the same issues Norwood residents now un-
cover at the eleventh hour, when solutions are harder
and more costly to implement.

Norwood could adopt a similar approach through
simple policy rather than new laws: encouraging or
requiring early neighborhood meetings, allowing that
feedback to become part of the project record, and keep-
ing all decision-making authority with existing boards.

Early neighborhood engagement does not weaken
the Planning Board. It strengthens the entire process
by improving projects, reducing conflict, and ensuring
that public input comes when it can still make a differ-
ence.

Steve KonetchyDistrict 4 Town Meeting Member

I have a new friend.
There are two kinds of read-

ing, mandatory and the other
kind. Mandatory includes re-
quired textbooks, life’s ubiqui-
tous forms and regulations, and
small print on the backside of
credit card bills. The other is
elective and potentially thought-
ful, encouraging observations
such as Will Durant’s, “A book
is a friend that will do what no
friend does – be silent when we
wish to think.”

“I read in bed,” Jack Lon-
don reminisced of his informal
training, “I read at table, I read
as I walked to and from school,
and I read at recess while the
other boys were playing.” Other
writers tended toward the eso-
teric.

“It is not all books that are
as dull as their readers,” Henry
Thoreau opined. “To read well,
that is, to read true books in a
true spirit, is a noble
exercise…books must be read
as deliberately and reservedly
as they were written…I read
one or two shallow books of
travel in the intervals of my
work, till that employment made
me ashamed of myself…” In-
teresting commentary from one
who wrote Cape Cod, The

Maine Woods, and A Week on
the Concord and Merrimac Riv-
ers, certainly higher-browed
efforts, but travel books all.

Other writers express views
of the reader-writer relation-
ship. “I didn’t tell you, you didn’t
ask me,” Stephen King wrote.
“I never opened my mouth and
you never opened yours. We’re
not even in the same year to-
gether, let alone the same
room… except we are together.
We’re close.”

“What an astonishing thing
a book is,” Carl Sagan wrote.
“It’s a flat object made from a
tree with flexible parts on which
are imprinted lots of funny dark
squiggles. But one glance at it
and you’re inside the mind of
another person, maybe some-
body dead for thousands of
years. Across the millennia, an
author is speaking clearly and
silently inside your head, directly
to you. Writing is perhaps the
greatest of human inventions,
binding together people who

never knew each other, citizens
of distant epochs. Books break
the shackles of time. A book is
proof that humans are capable
of working magic.”

“Broadly speaking,” Winston
Churchill wrote, “human beings
may be divided into three
classes: those who are toiled to
death, those who are worried to
death, and those who are bored
to death.” Mr. Churchill fo-
cused on the last in his book,
Painting as a Pastime.

“The most common form of
diversion is reading. In that vast
and varied field millions find
their mental comfort. Nothing
makes a man more reverent
than a library. A day in a library,
even of modest dimensions,
quickly dispels these illusory
sensations. As you browse
about, taking down book after
book from the shelves and con-
templating the vast, infinitely
varied store of knowledge and
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PADDEN AT
SENIOR CENTER

On Monday, Jan. 12, the
Norwood Senior Center is
hosting Norwood Police De-
partment Chief Christopher
Padden at 11:15 a.m. The
idea is to have a relaxed set-
ting to chat with the chief.
You can register at the front
desk or call 781-762-1201
ext. 5.

JAN BALLROOM
DANCING

The Friends of the
Norwood Council on Aging
will  be sponsoring their
monthly Ballroom Dance on
Friday, January 16th from 7-
10 p.m. at the Norwood Se-
nior Center, 275 Prospect St.,
Norwood. Music will be pro-
vided by TOM BRUHL and
the cost is $12.00 per person
for your Ballroom Dancing
pleasure.

Coffee, tea, water & des-
serts will be served & there
are also door prizes. We look
forward to welcoming new-
comers of all ages so come
one, come all and have a
ball!!!

There is a Facebook page
so you can check the status
of events offered by the
Friends:  Friends Of The
Norwood Council On Aging |
Facebook

LMPA NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

LMPA is the public pre-
school of Norwood Public
Schools. This state-regulated
integrated program blends
children with identified spe-
cial needs with peer role mod-
els. There are no more than
15 children in each class. Our
staff includes Certified Spe-
cial Education Teachers, a
Speech and Language Pa-
thologist, an Occupational
Therapist, a Physical Thera-
pist, and a licensed school
nurse. The program is de-
signed to address all areas of
development. We pride our-
selves on providing programs
that emphasize high quality,
developmentally appropriate
activities which address self-
help skills, social and lan-
guage skills, fine and gross
motor activities.

Children Applying to
LMPA as Peer Role Models:

Must be 3 years of age by
August 31, 2026. Must reside
in the Town of Norwood.
Should not have any identified
special needs. Should be toi-
let-trained. Must demon-
strate strong language and
social skills.

COMP PLAN
OPEN HOUSE

The Norwood Compre-
hensive Plan Steering Com-
mittee is hosting an Open
House on Jan.  12 at  the
Morrill Memorial Library at 7
p.m. Members of the public
are invited to meet members
of the Steering Committee,
learn about the Plan’s
progress, and help prioritize
goals and strategies

BOY SCOUTS
CELEBRATING
ANNIVERSARY

Troop 42, one of the old-
est  chartered Boy Scout
troops in America, is celebrat-
ing our 115th anniversary in
2025!

Fall and Winter are here
and following our summer
bike and camping trips and a
week at summer camp, we’re
gearing up for some fabulous
adventures, including camp-
ing and hiking trips to Mt.
Greylock, Mt. Monadnock,
and our Klondike Derby ( to
name just a few)! If you’re a
boy between the ages of 11
and 18 and are interested in
more information about join-
ing our troop, please stop by
our Pancake Breakfast or
check out our website at
www.troop42norwood.com.
No previous experience nec-
essary – just an interest in
growing and having fun!

In honor of our former
Scoutmaster and Town Se-
lectman David Hajjar, we are
collecting food donations for
the Norwood Food Pantry. If
you are able to bring any non-
perishable items along with
you, our Scouting for Food
drive will collect them and
deliver them to the good
people at the food pantry to
help out those in need of food
items at this time of year.
Thank you in advance for
your support.

DIVORCE RECOVERY
Divorce Recovery is a

support program for those
who are separated, consider-
ing divorce, or divorced. It
offers support and healing to
people experiencing the pain
of separation and divorce.
Group members gain knowl-
edge about the emotional
stages of divorce and how to
cope with lifestyle changes.
The group runs for eight con-
secutive weeks.

The Divorce Recovery
Series is an outreach pro-
gram of the First Congrega-
tional Church in Norwood. It
is offered as a community
service and all participants

are welcome, regardless of
religious affiliation. Divorce
Recovery groups are ongoing
and continue throughout the
year. For more information,
please call the church office
at 781-762-3320 or email a con-
tact number to:
churchoffice@fccnorwood.org

NORWOOD
TOASTMASTERS
CAN IMPROVE YOUR
C O M M U N I C A T I O N
SKILLS

The Norwood Toastmas-
ters Club helps develop com-

munication and leadership skills
for our members and the com-
munity at every ability level.
Guests are always welcome to
come and see just how we do
it! Meetings are held on the
second and fourth Tuesdays of
the month. We meet from 6:45
until 8:30 PM at the Norwood
Civic Center, Willet Room, 165
Nahatan St, Norwood.  For ad-
ditional information, please visit
our website: https://
norwoodtoastmaster.toastmastersclubs.org

The upcoming meeting dates
are: Tuesday, January 13th, 2026
Tuesday, January 27th, 2026

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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MONDAY MOVIE MATI-
NEES

Morrill Memorial Library is
excited to continue our Monday
Movie Matinee film series.
Films will be shown on the 2nd
and 4th Monday of the month.
Showtime at 1 PM.

If you love movies and want
to immerse yourself in unforget-
table cinematic experiences,
Morrill Memorial Library is the
place to be! Join us on the 2nd
and 4th Monday afternoons
from December through April
to enjoy an eclectic mix of mov-
ies.

Movie dates are: 1/12, 1/26,
2/9, 2/23, 3/9, 3/23, 4/6, 4/27
January movies are: January
12:The Phoenician Scheme
(101 mins) - PG13 January 26:
Black Bag (93 mins) - R

Registration is required.
Please register separately for
each film. To register, visit https:/
/www.norwoodlibrary.org/
morrillcalendar/ or call the Ref-
erence desk at 781-769-0200

Ext. 2. This event is recom-
mended for attendees aged 18
and up.

QIGONG TAI CHI
Morrill Memorial Library is

excited to bring back the series
of Qigong Tai Chi classes on
four Thursday evenings in Janu-
ary with David Sholemson of 3
Body Healing Arts. The pro-
gram is called 3 Body Qigong
for Health and Healing.

Time: 6:30-7:30 PM
Dates: January 15, 22, and
29

David will be teaching the
attendees the practice of 3
Body Qigong. This form of
Qigong helps to energize your
body, mind and spirit. It has
been known to reduce stress,
depression, and negative emo-
tions by improving the flow of
energy in your body and quiet-
ing your mind. This 4-week se-
ries will include body tapping,
meridian stretching, practicing/
learning to feel energy, and

music meditation/sound healing.
Start the new year with a posi-
tive plan to improve your health
and rediscover that peaceful
place within.

The class will be standing
and seated, as well as on the
ground, so please bring a mat.
Movements can be adapted to
be done in the chair. Please ar-
rive 5-10 minutes before class
as we will begin at 6:30 PM
promptly.

About the instructor: David
is an energy healer, Qigong
teacher and workshop facilita-
tor. After much training and
many workshops, under the tu-
telage of master healer-teacher
Chun Shim, David became a
Qigong teacher and workshop
trainer. David has been teach-
ing for 15 years. David is also a
Reiki master teacher, Tong Ren
practitioner.

Separate registration is re-
quired for each session. Similar
techniques will be covered in
each class. You can sign up for

one or more sessions. Signing
up for all sessions will give you
more opportunities to fine-tune
your Qigong techniques. Suit-
able for ages 18+. To sign up,
please visit the library’s website
at www.norwoodlibrary.org/
morrillcalendar or call the Ref-
erence Desk at 781-769-0200
Ext. 2.

SENSORY FRIENDLY
ADULT LEGO CLUB

Morrill Memorial Library is
excited to partner with the
L.E.A.D. program affiliated
with Norwood High School to
host a Sensory-friendly Lego
Club for Adults. Our Decem-
ber Lego Club meetings will be
held in-person at the library on
following dates and times -

Wednesday January 28th
from 10:30-11:30 AM Thursday
January 29th from 12:30-1:30
PM

Please join us on this cre-
ative adventure. Just bring your
imagination - we will provide the
Legos. The Club is free, inclu-
sive, and open to anyone ages
18+. It is specially designed for
adults with different levels of
cognitive abilities.

Registration is required. Call
the Reference Desk at 781-769-
0200 Ext 2 or sign up at:
www.norwoodlibrary.org/
morrillcalendar.

COZY PUZZLE NIGHT
Morrill Memorial Library is

hosting a Cozy Puzzle Night for
adults on the last Monday of ev-
ery month. Upcoming Puzzle
Nights will take place on Mon-

day, January 26 starting at 6:30
PM in the Simoni Room.

Take a break during a busy
time of year to hang out with
friends and neighbors! Starting
at 6:30 PM, the Simoni Room
will be full of 300-to-500-piece
puzzles waiting to be completed.
We’ll serve light refreshments
and warm drinks, and play lo-fi
music to curate a relaxed vibe.
Unlike our puzzle races, this
event is not competitive! We’ll
have plenty of puzzles available,
but feel free to bring any from
home to share or trade as well.

Registration is encouraged
but not required. . Call the Ref-
erence Desk at 781-769-0200
Ext 2 or sign up at:
www.norwoodlibrary.org/
morrillcalendar.

Registration is required. To
register, . Call the Reference
Desk at 781-769-0200 Ext 2 or
sign up at:
www.norwoodlibrary.org/
morrillcalendar.

This program is supported
by the Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency, through its FY25
Festivals & Projects Grant Pro-
gram. Mass Cultural Council
funds reach every community
in the Commonwealth. Its mis-
sion is to promote excellence,
education, access and diversity
in the arts, humanities and sci-
ences, to improve the quality of
life for all Massachusetts resi-
dents and contribute to the vi-
tality of our communities and
economy.

Town Counsel Dave DeLuca,
that says, ‘At the outset, it
should be noted that, consis-
tent with Mass. General Law
40A Section E and the
Norwood Zoning Bylaw Sec-
tion 10.1.1, Mr. Pelletier is
tasked with the interpretation
and enforcement of the Zon-
ing Bylaws, and therefore rec-
ommend deferral to his judg-
ment concerning the applica-
tion of parking spaces and
parking structures.’”

Paciorkowski said he feels
the Board may be overstep-
ping.

“We may now like these
things, we may not know much
about them and they may be
scary, but the opinion of the
Building Inspector, who has
vetted this and looked at this
and explained to the Board that
these are regulated by the
state – they’re considered an
elevator I believe – that that
being said, everything about
this project meets the bylaw,”
he said. “We might not like it,
but it meets the bylaw.”

Sheehan and Planning
Board Chair Debbie
Holmwood stated they felt
Town Meeting should be de-
ciding on stackers as an allow-
able substitute for parking, not
an apparent loophole in the by-
law. Sheehan said he felt that
the Building Inspector might
have “super powers” if he
was to be believed.

“I do not believe the build-
ing inspector has such super
powers as mentioned; if he did,
this would set a terrible pre-

cedent throughout the whole
Town, making parking limits
obsolete,” he said. “We might
as well toss out our Zoning
Bylaw when talking about
parking limits. This is a seri-
ous issue for the Town Meet-
ing to address. I ask this Board
to bring up and discuss these
parking issues as soon as pos-
sible, in order to bring to Town
Meeting a comprehensive
Zoning Bylaw regarding park-
ing lifts, where they might be
used, perhaps commercially,
or where they might not be
used or limited, as in residen-
tial areas.”

Shehan said he felt the
stackers would not work cor-
rectly, or be too much of a
hassle for residents who may
use them, and that would lead
to residents parking on the
street.

Paciorkowski said he
might well agree, but that
doesn’t mean the Board
should make the applicant,
Rojo’s owner John Shalbey,
suffer for a lack of clarity in
the law. He said he hopes the
Board will be legally specific
in showing what bylaw the
applicant is not meeting, im-
plying this could be a lawsuit
for the Town.

“It’s just my opinion, but I
just want to make sure we are
clear on what bylaw you are
denying,” he said.

The Norwood Zoning By-
law does in fact mention
stacked parking spaces, but
strictly speaking, only in the
Boston Providence Highway

District (BPH) – which this
project is not in – and the
Mixed-Use Overlay District
(MUOD) which this project is
in (only just).

However, it would seem
that this would not apply, since
this is a strictly residential
property, and the rules are for
mixed-use buildings. The
regulations, found on page 120
of the Zoning Bylaw – https://
tinyurl.com/2dy4yzf5 – state
that it would only be allowed
to replace conventional park-
ing if an attendant is on duty.

However, Holmwood
pointed out that it appears the
definition of “stacked” in the
bylaw – at least in pictures –
shows cars parked directly in
front of and beside each other.

“Tandem is one behind the
other,” she said. “Stacked
does not mean one on top of
the other, in my mind; use a
different word. But we
haven’t defined that in this.
And I don’t think it’s up to us
to change, after we went
through all the machinations of
[the MBTA Communities Zon-
ing Act] to say, ‘Now we can
have lifts.’ I think this is clear
as day; we said 1.1 spaces.”

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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S E N S O RY- F R I E N D LY
MOVIES FOR ADULTS

The Morrill Memorial Library
is offering an in-person sensory-
friendly movie on the 2nd Thurs-
day of the month for adults with
different levels of cognitive abili-
ties.

Join us for our Sensory-
friendly Monthly Movie at the Li-
brary! This program will be held
in-person in the Simoni Room on
January 8, 2026, from 1:00 PM-
3:00 PM. Our January movie in
the Sensory-friendly Monthly
Movie series is Disney’s Lilo &
Stitch, rated PG.

The Morrill Memorial Library
and Lifeworks Inc of Norwood
are excited to bring this program
series to the Norwood commu-
nity.

This event is recommended
for attendees aged 18 and up.
Registration is required. Call the
Reference Desk at 781-769-
0200 Ext 2 or sign up at:
www.norwoodlibrary.org/
morrillcalendar.

ART KEEPS US HUMAN
WITH BETH KNAUS OF
ARTMATTERS

Morrill Memorial Library is
pleased to welcome local
ArtMatters presenter Beth
Knaus for “Art Keeps Us Hu-
man,” a mini-history of Western
civilization through art, on Tues-
day, January 20 starting at
7:00pm in the Simoni Room. Art
teaches and communicates. Art
has humor, adventure, and pas-
sion. Art matters! It is a uniquely
human activity, and the sole rea-
son we have an advanced civili-
zation. We use visual images to
communicate with one another

wisdom which the human race
has accumulated and preserved,
you feel pride, even feelings of
awe not untinged with sadness.

“Think of all the wonderful
tales that have been told, and
well told, which you will never
know. Think of all the search-
ing inquiries into matters of great
consequence which you will
never pursue. Think of all the
delighting or disturbing ideas that
you will never share. Think of
the mighty labors which have
been accomplished for your ser-
vice, but of which you will never
reap the harvest.

“‘What shall I do with all my
books?’ was the question; and
the answer, ‘Read them.’ But
if you cannot read them, at any
rate handle them and, as it
were, fondle them. Peer into
them. Let them fall open
where they will. Read on
from the first sentence that
arrests the eye. Then turn
to another. Make a voyage
of discovery, taking sound-
ings  o f  uncha r t ed  s ea s .
S e t  t h e m  b a c k  o n  t h e i r
s h e l v e s  w i t h  y o u r  o w n
hands .  Arrange  them on
your own plan, so that if

you do not know what is in
them , you at  least  know
where they are. If they can-
not be your friends, let them
a t  any  r a t e  be  your  ac -
quaintances.”

“To finish is sadness to
a writer—a little death ,”
John Steinbeck wrote of his
own work. “He puts the last word
down and it is done. But it isn’t
really done. The story goes
on and leaves the writer be-
hind, for no story is ever
done.”

I learned that from my new
friend.

here because I’m always look-
ing for places I haven’t been
before,” he said. “I’m used to
hiking in the Hale Reservation
and Blue Hills and a lot of other
places, but this was one I haven’t
heard of before.”

Newly-minted NTAC Chair
Christopher Paddock and Vice
Chair Lee Leach led the day –
however former chair and
NTAC co-founder Joseph
Greeley was still in attendance,
despite his recent announced
retirement from the group – and
they led the 70 or so people
through the winding and slippery
trails.

Paddock welcomed resi-
dents to the trail and thanked the
Norwood Masons for bringing
hot cocoa for the hike.

The highlight of the walk was
the new water crossing in the
northwest portion of the trail.
This was around the end of the
walk, as the trail loop was started
in the southeast. This was a se-
rious highlight, however, as the
contrast between that new wa-
ter crossing – one of many, hope-
fully – and the current plank
board water crossings was plain.

Just picture a wooden two-
by-four placed – not secured,
placed – laterally over other two-
by-fours that have been pile
driven into the ground. Those
were the current water cross-
ings that the NTAC is looking to
replace. The group is always
looking for volunteers, by the
way.

No one fell in, but between
the snow, the narrow ad hoc
crossings and some of the more

sharp elevation changes in the
terrain, it was a close-run thing.

“It is very slippery out there
this morning, and so please be
careful with your footing,” Pad-
dock said. “I already ate it out
there twice this morning, so don’t
rush when you’re out there.
We’ll make sure no one gets left
out there.”

Everyone was in good spirits
on the return, however. Leach
and Paddock said they got a
good response from residents.

“By my count we were just
over 90 hikers; nice turnout!”
said Leach. “It turned out to be
enjoyed by many and we had
quite a group join us at The Castle
Island Brewery for post-hike li-
bations.”

Resident Tony Concannon
said he had walked the trail in
the past, but not recently, since
the construction of the new wa-
ter crossing.

“I’m looking forward to see-
ing the new bridge and talking
with folks on the trail,” he said.
“I’ve been looking forward to it,
it’s been a bit cold but it should
be fun.”

Resident Greg Aubin and his
kids Andy and Louisa Bouchard
said they came out to “enjoy the
weather,” for their first First Day
Hike.

“We heard through the Comp
Plan Committee,” Aubin said.
“We’ve been around the Trails
in Town for a bit now.”

Andy Bouchard said their
current favorite is the trails
around Hennessey Field.

“That one’s really nice,” he
said.

as a species. Art transcends
language, different cultures,
time, and distance. It keeps us
connected to each other as hu-
mans.

Join us tonight for a mini-
history of Western civilization
through art, from the caves to
the shuttle, to see and understand
how art and civilization depend
upon each other. Be sure to
bring your sense of humor, and
your sense of Human. About the
presenter: Beth Knaus is a cre-
ative professional and lifelong
writer, with 15-plus years as an
ArtMatters presenter. She loves
connecting with people through
engaging stories about how art
communicates and makes the
world a better place. She lives
in Norwood with her husband
and cat, and has three adult chil-
dren. Registration is required for
this in-person event. Sign up
online at norwoodlibrary.org/
morrillcalendar, or call the Ref-
erence Desk at 781-769-0200
x2.

COMMUNITY CONNEC-
TIONS: NAVIGATING LO-
CAL SUPPORTS

Join us on Wednesday,
January 21 from 12:00-2:00

PM for Community Connections
@ the Library, a monthly drop-in
gathering hosted by Riverside
Community Care on the third
Wednesday of each month in the
Morrill Memorial Library’s
Simoni Room. Each month high-
lights new ways to get connected,
and for our January session we’ll
focus on identifying and navigat-
ing local supports and commu-
nity resources available to you.

Community Connections @
the Library is designed to help
residents learn about local re-
sources, programs, and opportu-
nities for personal growth and
well-being. Meet with a commu-
nity coach, enjoy friendly conver-
sation, and discover ways to
strengthen your connection to the
people and supports around you.
Drop in, bring your lunch or a cof-
fee, and discover tools in your
community that promote balance,
resilience, and wellness.  All are
welcome, and all questions are
welcomr – regardless of each
month’s highlighted topic.

Connect2Recovery Recov-
ery Coaching Program is a pilot
program through the Norfolk
County 8 Collaborative, funded
by participating communities us-
ing settlement funds from opioid
manufacturers, distributors, and
pharmacies.

Legal Notices
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The Norwood Record pub-
lishes obituaries from infor-
mation supplied by funeral
homes. Relatives and friends
also may supplement infor-
mation by e-mailing our of-
fice at
news@norwoodrecord.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary
policy

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
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ANDERSON

Susan (Glynn) peacefully
passed away, surrounded by fam-
ily, on December 25, 2025, at the
age of 82. Susan was born on Janu-
ary 16, 1943 in Norwood, MA, to
Walter Sr. and Eva Glynn, and
spent her life as a devoted mother,
grandmother, aunt and teacher.

Susan was preceded in death
by her beloved husband of 45
years, John Anderson Sr., her par-
ents, and her brothers and sister
Jack, Walter, and Betty. She is sur-

vived by her devoted children,
John Anderson Jr. (Keeley) and
Sonya Smith (Stephen), and her
cherished grandchildren, Sarah and
Jack (III) Anderson and Glynn and
Andrew Smith. She is also survived
by many nieces and nephews, all
of whom will miss her love, warmth,
and kindness.

After meeting her beloved
Andy on Falmouth Heights Beach,
they married and eventually made
a home in Hyannis, where she
would live for the next 60 years.
She raised her family and their
friends in a house filled with fun,
laughter, and food. She was known
to remark that they should build a
conveyor belt from Angelo’s Su-
permarket to her refrigerator. The
door at 31 Blueberry Hill Road was
never closed to anyone.

A dedicated elementary school
teacher for the town of Barnstable,
she touched the lives of many
young students throughout her
career at both Barnstable Middle
School and Cotuit/Marstons Mills
Elementary, guiding them with pa-
tience, compassion, and a strong
belief in the potential of every
child. With her warm spirit, gentle
encouragement and endless sup-
ply of lemon drops, “Mrs. Won-
derful” will be remembered fondly
by her students and their families
for years to come.

She was a devoted member of

Our Lady of Victory Parish and a
leader in ECHO of Cape Cod and
Cursillo. She served as a Eucharis-
tic Minister alongside her husband
for many years. Calling hours will
be held on January 9, 2026 from 4-
7 PM at Our Lady of Victory Par-
ish. A Mass of Catholic Burial will
be celebrated in her honor at Our
Lady of Victory Parish on January
10, 2026 at 11:00 AM, with inter-
ment to follow at St. Francis Xavier
Cemetery. The family requests
that, in lieu of flowers, donations
be made to the Youth StreetReach:
Cape Cod Council of Churches, 232
Main Street, Hyannis, MA 02601,
a cause that Susan held dear to her
heart. May Susan’s love and faith
continue to guide and inspire all
who were blessed to know her.
Notes of comfort to the family may
be made to Chapmanfuneral.com

BALDWIN

Margaret M. (Daly), of
Norwood, passed away peacefully
on Friday, Jan. 2, 2026, at Boston
Medical Center at the age of 98.
She was born and raised by
Cornelius and Hannah
(McSweeney) Daly alongside her
four siblings.  As a young woman,
Margaret – known affectionately
as Marge – moved to the Boston
area along with her three sisters for
work, where each would eventu-
ally meet their future husbands. It
was there that Marge met the love
of her life, Raymond. Together they
built a life centered on family, and
she devoted herself fully to her role
as a homemaker and mother.

 Marge was an accomplished
and talented seamstress and a
wonderful baker. Everyone raved
about her famous zucchini bread.
She enjoyed being outdoors, gar-
dening, and planting beautiful flow-
ers.  She looked forward to going
dancing with her husband every
Friday night, a tradition they cher-
ished for many years. She was a
loving and devoted wife, mother,
grandmother and great-grand-
mother who always made everyone
feel welcome. Marge had a gift for
listening and a way of making

people feel truly seen and special.
We were blessed to have her with
us for as long as we did. Margaret
was predeceased by her husband
Raymond J., to whom she was mar-
ried for 65 years. She was prede-
ceased by her sisters Bridie
Concannon, Eileen Morahan, Anne
Donovan, and brother Matthew
Daly. Loving mother of Raymond
Baldwin and wife Kathi (Newman)
of Cotuit, Patricia Baldwin of Sand-
wich, Joan Richards and her hus-
band John of Foxboro, and Brian
Baldwin and his wife Robyn
(Johnson) of No. Attleboro.

She had 9 grandchildren and 5
great grandchildren, as well as
many nieces and nephews. Visit-
ing hours will be held, Friday, Janu-
ary 9, 2026, from 9:30-11:30 AM at
the Kraw-Kornack Funeral Home,
1248 Washington St., Norwood. A
funeral home service will be held
following the visitation on Friday
at 11:30 AM. Burial will be at
Knollwood Memorial Park, Canton,
MA. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in her name to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN
38105  www.stjude.org

COTTER

John L. “Jack,” 82, of West
Warwick, passed away with family
by his side on Sunday, December
28, 2025, at Riverview Nursing
Home in Coventry, RI.

 Born on August 10, 1943, in
Norwood, MA, Jack was the be-
loved son of the late Thomas and
Agnes (Linehan) Cotter. He was
the devoted husband of Sally
(Hartley) Cotter, with whom he
shared 30 memorable years of mar-
riage filled with love, laughter, and
companionship.

 Jack built a long and success-
ful career in the moving and trans-
portation industry. He owned and
operated Jacobson Brothers Mov-
ing Company in Walpole, Massa-
chusetts, alongside his close
friend Donald Coughlin. After sell-
ing the business, John continued
his professional journey with Paul
Arpin Van Lines, New World Van
Lines, and later William Duggan
Moving Company. Specializing in
both domestic and international
corporate relocations, Jack re-
mained actively and proudly em-
ployed until the age of 80 – a true
testament to his strong work ethic
and passion for his profession.

 A natural conversationalist,
Jack had a remarkable way with
people. He loved telling stories,
engaging in meaningful conversa-
tion, and making genuine connec-
tions. Warm, personable, and kind,
he had an uncanny ability to re-
member what mattered most to oth-
ers – leaving a lasting impression
on everyone he met.

 Jack enjoyed watching profes-
sional sports, but nothing brought

him greater joy than watching his
children and grandchildren com-
pete. From youth leagues through
college athletics, he was a constant
and enthusiastic presence, rarely
missing a game or event. Family
was always his top priority.

 Proud of his Irish heritage,
Jack was a second-generation
American who maintained deep
ties to Ireland. He had several close
relatives there and made annual
visits for decades, cherishing his
connection to his roots.

 In addition to his wife Sally,
John is survived by his children,
Susan Reinert of Walpole, MA,
and Brian Cotter and his wife
Caroline of Walpole, MA; his step-
children, Walter Stanton, Jr. and
his wife Shannon of West Green-
wich, RI, Jason Stanton of
Lyndonville, VT, and Crystal
Cronin and her husband Ryan of
Portsmouth, NH. He was the proud
grandfather of fourteen grandchil-
dren: Derek, Brett, Stephanie, Liam,
Jack, Meghan, Tyler, Gavin,
Maxson, Kinsley, Clark, Grady,
Adalynn and Norah. Jack was the
brother of Joanne McCready and
the late Joseph Curran.

 Burial will be private.

MAHONEY
Janice A. of Norwood and for-

merly of Franklin, passed away on
Wednesday December 31, 2025 fol-
lowing a brief illness, she was 74.

Born in Taunton, she was the
daughter of the late Thomas and
Constance (Allen) Mahoney.
Janice was raised in Glens Falls, NY
and was a graduate of Glens Falls
High School with the class of 1969.
Janice earned her Associate’s De-
gree from Dean Junior College, and
for several years was a Resident
Director at Jones Hall. She was a
voracious reader, accomplished
mixed media and textile artist, leg-
endary cook, avid gardener, and
former literacy volunteer at the
Franklin Public Library. She also
enjoyed many adventurous trips to
Ireland and Cape Cod with her sis-
ter over the years. She had a fulfill-
ing and well-rounded professional
career in many different fields, most
recently with MES Solutions in
Norwood, MA.

Janice was the devoted mother
of Timothy Verrochi and his wife
Simone of Norwood, and Lara
Verrochi of Boston. She was the
treasured sister of Deby Artiglere
of Wilmington NY and the late
Dennis Mahoney. Janice was the
proud, adoring grandmother of
Lucas Verrochi of Norwood. She
had a selfless nature, evidenced by
her generosity and compassion to
others. Making others happy –
especially her family – was her
greatest joy in life.

Arrangements were in the care
of Gillooly Funeral Home, 126
Walpole Street, Norwood.

Expressions of sympathy may
be made in Janice’s memory to the
Literacy Volunteers of Massachu-
setts.  Please see www.lvm.org

MALOOF

Edward , 85, of Boscawen, NH,
passed peacefully on Christmas
night, surrounded by the family
who adored him.
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Born in Framingham, MA, Ed-
ward was the son of Edward and
Adele Maloof and one of six chil-
dren. He was a 1957 graduate of
Norwood High School. Following
graduation, Edward proudly
served his country for 20 years in
the U.S. Air Force as a boom op-
erator with a refueling squadron,
retiring as a master sergeant. This
was just the beginning of a lifelong
love affair with aviation that would
shape his life and career.

After his military service,
Edward’s passion for flight carried
him through decades of work in the
skies. He became a flight instruc-
tor at the Hampton Airfield and later
flew for Precision Airlines and
Northwest Airlink out of Manches-
ter, NH. He also worked for the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration in
Connecticut before transferring to
the FAA office in Concord. In 1989,
Edward was hired by the New
Hampshire State Police as a pilot
in the aviation unit, serving the
State and the Governor until 2000,
and continuing to assist as needed
thereafter.

For more than two decades,
Edward was the Senior Flight In-
structor at Concord Aviation Ser-
vices at Concord Airport. He
mentored countless students and
returning pilots, helping them
achieve their goals, refine their
skills, and realize lifelong dreams
of flight. Aviation was not just his
career – it was his calling.

A cancer survivor, Edward un-
derstood the importance of show-
ing up for others. He volunteered
with the American Cancer Society’s
Road to Recovery program, offer-
ing kindness, conversation, and
steady support to patients travel-
ing to and from their treatments.
He also served his hometown as a
former selectman in Boscawen and
was a proud member of the United
Flying Octogenarians.

Above all else, Edward’s great-
est joy was his family. When asked
what he wanted for any celebra-
tion or occasion, his answer was
always simple: “I just want the
kids.” And the kids made it hap-
pen—filling his life with laughter,
love, and countless treasured
memories.

Edward was predeceased by
his brother Paul Maloof, his sister
Suzanne Ayoub, and his infant
brother Steven.

He is survived by his wife of 37
years, Linda Maloof of Boscawen;
his son, Guy Maloof of Danbury,
NH; his daughter, Audra Breault
and her husband David of
Dunbarton, NH; his stepson, Sean
Sweeney and his wife Robyn of
Epsom, NH; his stepdaughter,
Nicole Duckworth and her hus-
band Ken of Gloucester, MA; and
his six beloved grandchildren,
Emma, Heather, Daniel, Benjamin,
Jude, and George. He is also sur-
vived by his brother David Maloof;
his sister Marilyn Sullivan; his

former wife, Doris Smith; his Con-
cord Aviation Services family; and
many other family members and
friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made to
a favorite charity or organization
of your choice in remembrance of
Edward Maloof’s life and love.

A chapel service will be held
on Thursday, January 8, 2025, at
12:00 PM at the New Hampshire
State Veterans Cemetery, 110 Daniel
Webster Highway, Boscawen, NH.
A reception at The Barn at Bull
Meadow, 63 Bog Road, Concord,
NH will follow.

In honor of Ed’s love for the
color purple, the family kindly in-
vites those attending to wear
purple to the services if they wish.

MCCARTHY

Cynthia A. (Genereux), age 82,
of Norwood, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by the love, com-
fort, and care of her devoted fam-
ily at her residence. She was the
caring and dear wife to Brian
McCarthy of Norwood.

Born in Brockton, MA, Cynthia
was the daughter of the late Rob-
ert Genereux and Muriel (Carlezon)
Richardson and her late stepfather
Joseph Richardson. She was raised
and grew up in Randolph.

 A hardworking woman,
Cynthia worked for many years in
the field of medical billing. She
spent time employed with Aetna
Insurance and various doctors’
offices in the area.

 In her spare time, Cynthia had
a wide array of hobbies and inter-
ests. In her younger years, she
rode and trained horses. Her love
of horses enabled her to become a
counselor at a horse-riding camp.
Cynthia also enjoyed reading and
tending to her floral garden. Above
all, Cynthia loved family, especially
when her husband Brian was turn-
ing a “problem” into a mountain,
she would make a short comment
which turned his mountain into a
mole hill.

 In addition to her husband,
Cynthia is survived by her two

cherished daughters: Pamela
McCarthy of Mashpee and Judith
Toomey and her husband Brian of
East Bridgewater; her two grand-
children: Amelia and Shane
Toomey; her sisters: Gail Grahn of
Pembroke and Linda Jayne
Richardson of Jacksonville,
Florida; her brother: Everett
Genereux of Hubbardston, Michi-
gan; and also, many friends and
extended family members.

 In addition to her mother, fa-
ther, and stepfather, Cynthia is pre-
ceded in passing by her siblings:
Eugene and Wesley Genereux.

 Family and friends were cor-
dially invited to attend Visitation
on Wednesday, January 7, 2026,
from 4:00-7:00 PM in the Kraw-
Kornack Funeral Home, 1248
Washington Street, Norwood, MA.

 Cynthia’s funeral will be held
on Thursday, January 8, 2026, at
9:30 AM with a Funeral Service to
begin at 10:00 AM in the Kraw-
Kornack Funeral Home.

 Cynthia will be laid to rest in
Knollwood Memorial Park, Canton,
MA.

 For additional information or
to send the family a written expres-
sion of sympathy, please visit an
online guest book at www.kraw-
kornackfuneralhome.com.

 Arrangements are under the
caring and compassionate direction
of the Kraw-Kornack Funeral
Home, 1248 Washington Street,
Norwood, MA / 781-762-0482.

WHITEHOUSE

Priscilla (Ducharme), age 89, of
Canton, formerly Norwood and

Medway, passed away Saturday,
December 27, 2025, at Queen Anne
(Rehab) Nursing Home in
Hingham. She was the devoted and
loving wife of the late Earle L.
Whitehouse, who passed away on
August 5, 1989.

 Born in Manchester, NH,
Priscilla was one of two children
born to the late George and Juliette
(Desfosses) Ducharme. She grew
up in Norwood, had a career in hair-
dressing and later worked in home
health care until her retirement.

 In her spare time, Priscilla prac-
ticed Tai Chi, traveled and played
golf in her later years. She loved to
spend time at Humarock Beach, her
happy place, where she made won-
derful memories with her family and
friends.

 A kind woman with a caring
heart, Priscilla is survived by her 4
cherished sons and their wives:
Gary and Marcia Whitehouse of
Foxboro, Richard and Valerie
Whitehouse of Humarock, David
and Janet Whitehouse of Madi-
son, AL, and Todd and Colleen
Whitehouse of Foxboro; her 8
grandchildren and 8 great-grand-
children; her brother: George
Ducharme and his wife Anita; and
also many extended family mem-
bers.

 Priscilla’s Funeral Services and
interment with her loving husband
in St. Francis Cemetery, Walpole
will be held privately.

 In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions in Priscilla’s memory
may be made to either St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital di-
rectly at: https://www.stjude.org/
donate/donate-to-st-jude.html or
to the Wounded Warrior Project di-
rectly at: https://
support.woundedwarriorproject.org/
default.aspx?tsid=10043

 For additional information or

to send the family a written expres-
sion of sympathy, please visit an
online guest book at www.kraw-
kornackfuneralhome.com.

 Arrangements are under the
caring and compassionate direction
of the Kraw-Kornack Funeral
Home, 1248 Washington Street,
Norwood, MA / 781-762-0482.

CALL
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To advertise,
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Police
Logs

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
The Norwood Record
661 Washington St,

Suite 202
Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@norwoodrecord.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.

Monday, December 29
0736 Phone - PD-Breaking &

Entering Report Follows Lo-
cation/Address:  University
Ave Caller reports that sev-
eral vehicles on site at this
location were broken in to
overnight. N666 responding.
Checked MS Walker for ex-
terior camera footage, clear
and returning for report.

1610 911 - PD-Disturbance
Location/Address:  Amazon
- Everett St 911 caller report-
ing an employee becoming
verbally aggressive, verbal
only at this time, after caller
called him and told him to
bring delivery vehicle back.
Party is in his vehicle wear-
ing dark pants, blue jacket,
ski mask.

1635 Phone - PD-Illegal
Dumping Services Rendered
L o c a t i o n / A d d r e s s :
Walgreens - Bos-Prov Hwy
Employee reports dumpster
being used. Going to attempt
make contact with parties
Going to follow up later,
cleared

Tuesday, December 30
0054 Phone - PD-Suspicious

Activity Building Checked/
Secured Location/Address:
Washington St 911 call -
Caller woke up and noticed
her front door was wide
open.  Did a walkthrough of
the property, nothing appears
out of the ordinary. Clear.

1303 Phone - PD-Suspicious
Activity Spoke With Loca-
tion/Address:  Keegan’s
Norwood Jewelers - Wash-
ington St Call from landlord
stating one of his tenants, her
son is on the property and
was trespassed a week or so
ago. Portable 414 also on
scene was walking the beat.
Property owner will be filing
for proper trespass, male
party was advised and
moved along.

1421 Phone - PD-Suspicious
Activity Spoke With Loca-
tion/Address: CVS Phar-
macy - Nahatan St MA OC
5GTB56 parked in fire lane
and reportedly refusing to
move.  Party moved along,
advised to park in parking
spot.

1615 Walk-In - PD-Larceny/
Forgery/Fraud Services Ren-
dered Location/Address:
Rock St Walk in reports she
was scammed out of money.

  1705 911 - PD-Disturbance
Report Follows Location/
Address: Launch Trampoline
Park - Bos-Prov Hwy Adults
and children fighting. Caller
states verbal only was physi-
cal. Caller states one PT has
bloody eye. No weapons.

2307 Phone - PD-Noise Com-
plaint Services Rendered
Location/Address: Rays Car
Care Center - Walpole St
Caller reports the business
has the ventilation system on
and they can hear it from and
they are trying to sleep. 666
reports only hearing an ex-

haust going. Business ap-
pears to be closed.

Wednesday, December 31
0049 Phone - PD-Noise
Complaint Services Ren-
dered Location/Address:
Rays Car Care Center -
Walpole St Caller reports
continued loud noise and un-
usual odor coming from auto
body shop. 664 reports only
noise heard is from the
HVAC system. No unusual
odors. Unit clear.

0133 911 - PD-Suspicious Ac-
tivity Report Follows Vicin-
ity of: Jefferson Dr +
Roosevelt Ave 911- male
party dressed in black, now
walking towards Roosevelt,
looking in people’s cars.
wearing a mask, and wear-
ing glasses. hood on, mouth
covered. now running to-
wards Roosevelt. MA REG
5GTN56 is the vehicle the in-
dividual was allegedly tam-
pering with. Vehicle does
have a flat rear tire. 667 at-
tempting to speak with the
owners of the residence it is
parked in front of. Vehicle
was parked in front of
Jefferson Drive  667 spoke
with the homeowner and
owner of the vehicle. Both
believe the damage to the car
was malicious. OF assigned.
Units clear for time being.

1327 Phone - PD-Suspicious
Activity Spoke With Loca-
tion/Address: Sturtevant Ave
Black Honda Civic report-
edly parked in front of resi-
dence with operator who
appears to be smoking mari-
juana. Spoke to those parties
and they were having a con-
versation and they are on
their way.

1330 Phone - PD-Parking Vio-
lation Services Rendered
Location/Address: Launch
Trampoline Park - Bos-Prov
Hwy Gray Nissan Altima re-
portedly parked in handi-
capped spot without a plac-
ard. Spoke to the party and
party has a handicap placard.
1359 Phone - PD-Motor Ve-
hicle Complaint Spoke With
Location/Address: Cedar St
MA PC 1ZJW18 parked in
front of the residence for 2
weeks. No luck finding a
number in house or on TLO.
Spoke to residents in the area
and they report vehicle has
been there for a few days.
Unable to make contact with
the RO of the vehicle. Left
a voicemail with the RO’s
family members.

1420 Phone - PD-Larceny/
Forgery/Fraud Spoke With
Location/Address: Upland
Woods Cir Caller reports her
package is missing. N662
spoke to that   Dispatch Log
From: 12/29/2025 Thru: 01/
04/2026 0600 - 0600 Printed:
01/04/2026 Party.  She is go-
ing to wait a few days to see
if the packages show up and
also talk to management.

1502 Phone - PD-Animal
Complaint Animal Control
Notified Location/Address:
Nahatan St Caller reports a
fox deceased in the drive-
way. NACO notified

1827 Phone - Health & Wel-
fare Check Services Ren-
dered Location/Address:
CVS Pharmacy - Nahatan
St Report that a female party
is outside yelling Spoke with
party, she was advised re-
garding the weather change.

Thursday, January 1
0233 Phone - PD-Assist Pub-

lic No Service Location/Ad-
dress: Buckminster Dr Caller
on 911 states his car might
have either been stolen or
towed  Confirmed with HQ,
vehicle was towed MA REG
4XCD85 for trespassing.

0240 Phone - PD-Trespassing
Vehicle Towed Location/Ad-
dress:  Buckminster Dr
Negoshian’s towed MA
Reg. 4XCD85.

0301 Phone - PD-Trespassing
Vehicle Towed Location/Ad-
dress: - Buckminster Dr
Negosian’s Towing towed
MA Reg. 6RWS73.

1007 Phone - PD-Parking Vio-
lation Spoke With Location/
Address: Day St + Central
St DPW called in asking for
assistance on getting some
vehicles removed on the
street that are in the way of
plowing. Officer was able to
make contact with all of the
RO’s to the vehicles. Ve-
hicles have been moved.
1037 Phone - PD-Parking
Violation Spoke With Loca-
tion/Address: Railroad Ave +
Washington St DPW re-
questing assistance moving
several vehicles in the area
for snow removal. Officer
states there was one vehicle,
and was able to speak with
the RO. Vehicle has been
moved.

1132 Phone - PD-Trespassing
Vehicle Towed Location/Ad-
dress: David Terrace Tres-
pass tow by Negoshians

1249 Phone - PD-Trespassing
Vehicle Towed Location/Ad-
dress:  David Terrace MA
PC 4MFT36 towed by
Negoshians.

1519 Phone - PD-Motor Ve-
hicle Complaint Spoke With
L o c a t i o n / A d d r e s s :
Albemarle Rd Caller reports
a small 2 door silver Honda
driving erratically in the
neighborhood. Officer spoke
to the operator of MA REG
5VSV33 and he was advised
of the complaint. Officer
cleared.

1546 Initiated - PD-Motor Ve-
hicle Stop Citation/Warning
Issued Location/Address:
Washington St MA REG

4PEB35.  Officer states the
vehicle stopped is a BMW but
the plate comes back to a Ford.
Officer states this is a tempo-
rary plate, and the owner pur-
chased the vehicle a couple
days ago. Written warning is-
sued to the operator.

1629 911 - PD-Noise Complaint
Spoke With Vicinity of: Wash-
ington St 911- making noise all
day, in and out, stomping. mov-
ing furniture. caller confronted
them and they were swearing
at her.  Officer is welcomed
to speak to caller so she can
elaborate on their behavior
and treatment of her. The resi-
dents were advised, all units
clear.

Friday January 2
0015 Phone - PD-Suspicious

Activity Checked Location/
Address: Jefferson Dr Caller
reports a white van running
and unoccupied outside of this
address. Possible MA REG
M85033 Vehicle is registered
to Norwood housing authority.
Housing employee working at
Jefferson.         0222 Phone -
PD-Repossessed MV/Private
Tow Vehicle Towed Location/
Address:  Windsor Gardens -
Walpole St MA PC; 6GTW24
MA PC: 3FRC25 PA PC;
MSW6604

0234 Initiated - PD-Parking Vio-
lation Citation/Warning Issued
Location/Address:  Cedar St
Sidewalk violation (1).

0250 Initiated - PD-Parking Vio-
lation Citation/Warning Issued
Location/address: Washington
St Overnight parking ticket
(1).

0621 Phone - PD-Parking Vio-
lation Services Rendered Lo-
cation/Address: Gulf Gas Sta-
tion - Broadway Unoccupied
vehicle parked on property
blocking gas tanks. MA REG
5SXX87 Left two voicemails
for the R/O, gas station was
advised pumps are not being
blocked.

0652 Phone - PD-Motor Vehicle
Complaint Spoke With Loca-
tion/Address: Oolah Ave Caller
on the business line reports
vehicle blocking dumpster that
needs to be picked up. MA
REG 4YBR75 Going off at
RO address, attempt to make
contact with owner Vehicle
has been moved, cleared

0722 Phone - PD-Shoplifting
Report Follows Location/Ad-
dress: Convenient Food Mart
- Washington St 911 caller re-
porting a tall black male wear-
ing a blue mask, black jacket,
black hoodie took what the
caller thinks is a bottle of al-
cohol and took a left out of
store.

1016 Phone - PD-Disturbance
Spoke With Location/Address:
Boch Honda - Bos-Prov Hwy
911 - Black female customer
party yelling. Wearing black
coat, silver hoodie, brown
boots.

1620 Phone - PD-Disturbance
Services Rendered Location/
Address: Express Pizza -
Central St 911- Pizza Ex-
press - Customer upset
about pizza. Caller will be
waiting outside for officer.
MA REG 4KBH71 Verbal
argument only, subject has
left the store.

  2246 Phone - PD-Motor Ve-
hicle Complaint Vehicle
Towed Location/Address:
Windsor Gardens - Walpole St
MA PC 5LYW27 trespass

tow by Negoshians.
2332 Phone - PD-Motor Vehicle

Complaint Vehicle Towed Lo-
cation/Address:  Windsor Gar-
dens - Walpole St MA PC
4REF36 trespass tow by
Negoshians.

Saturday, January 3
0021 Phone - PD-Repossessed

MV/Private Tow Vehicle
Towed Location/Address:
Windsor Gardens - Walpole St

1240 Phone - PD-Stolen Motor
Vehicle Services Rendered
Location/Address:  Village Rd
E Caller states vehicle is not
in the driveway. Caller states
last time he saw the vehicle
was last night. White Toyota
C-HR MA Reg 6CN767.
Party believes vehicle is sto-
len.

1552 Phone - PD-Assist Public
Sent On Way Location/Ad-
dress:  Access Rd Two par-
ties loitering outside. Spoke w/
both parties, they have been
advised and sent on way.

1701 Phone - PD-Animal Com-
plaint Services Rendered Lo-
cation/Address: Cushing Rd
Caller on business line report-
ing a dog has been barking for
about 45 mins in the area. Dog
has been brought inside.

1757 911 - PD-Disturbance
Spoke With Location/Address:
Mcdonalds - Broadway Caller
on 911 reporting they won’t
get a refund for their food as
it was made incorrectly.

2036 Walk-In - PD-Larceny/
Forgery/Fraud Report Follows
Location/Address: Burger
King Restaurant - Bos-Prov
Hwy Walk in party reports lar-
ceny

2228 Initiated - Health & Wel-
fare Check Spoke With Lo-
cation/Address:  - Washington
St Passerby requesting a
wellness check on male party
possibly intoxicated walking on
Washington street Courtesy
transport for one adult male to
Hill st.          2341 911 - PD-
Noise Complaint Spoke With
Vicinity of: E Cross St 911- at
frog pond, yelling, beeping car
horns. 3 cars, and about 6-7
kids. Juveniles have finished
skating and will be on their
way.

Sunday, January 4
0054 Phone - PD-Repossessed

MV/Private Tow Vehicle
Towed Location/Address:
Washington St Tri State Re-
covery towing 3NNG63 MA

2030 Other - PD-Repossessed
MV/Private Tow Vehicle
Towed Location/Address:
Engamore Lane MA PC
5HHT77.

2140 Phone - PD-Repossessed
MV/Private Tow Vehicle
Towed Location/Address:
Windsor Gardens - Walpole
St MA PC 5FHD72.

2243 911 - PD-Disturbance
Services Rendered Vicinity
of: Neponset St 911- two
men outside the house yell-
ing and talking about trying
to get into a house across
from listed address. Drove
away in a sedan towards
the dead end. darker color
sedan shaped. one party
wearing a red hoodie.
Spoke w/ the parties. All
units clear.

2336 Phone - PD-Repos-
sessed MV/Private Tow
Vehicle   Location/Address:
Windsor Gardens - Walpole
St MA PC 1126BO.
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ACO continued from page 1

A collection of photos put together by the Norwood Animal Control Office to showcase Cerquiera's service
to the Town of Norwood and its residents - no matter what shape or size they may be.

COURTESY PHOTO

with a laugh. “You see a lot of
stuff, and you have to have a
strong stomach. You see a lot
of problems people have, but
you’re getting involved be-
cause of the animal.”

 He said, for instance, he
used to go with the Norwood
Police Department on drug
raids (not too many such raids
anymore) because he could
deal with any animals there
much better than the police
could.

“They knock the door down
and guess who’s the first one
going in?” he said laughing. “Be-
cause of the dogs, it was me,
but we haven’t had one for a
long time.”

Other times, he said he
would have to come in to take
care of an animal after their
owner had died. He said it can
be disturbing; like one instance
last year where the owner had
died for about a month before
anyone realized, and he had to
go in and retrieve the deceased
woman’s dog.

“The dog was still alive,” he
said. “There was no sign of the
owner. She was under a bunch
of cardboard. She had already
mummified, I guess, and so
there was no longer flies or a
smell – I mean there was a
smell of dog – but she had been
in there so long she had mum-
mified basically. So we’re go-
ing into a lot of different cases
here.”

Cerqueira said they have a
lot of wildlife calls as well, and
he said there are certain
rhythms to issues. He said ra-
bies first started making serious
headway here in New England
back when he first started, and
it jumps back and forth between

the raccoon and skunk popula-
tions. About every six or seven
years, he said they would see
calls and serious drops in popu-
lations.

“It’s almost like being a
farmer,” he said.

The other big wildlife issue
he has to deal with is coyotes.
These animals were originally
mostly eradicated from New
England during the period of co-
lonial farming. Massachusetts
had, at one point, very little
woodland for animals to hide in
and many predator species
were actively hunted to keep
livestock safe. But now, those
populations are moving back in,
and coyotes have been tested
and it has been confirmed that
they have the DNA of wolves,
coyotes and domestic dogs in
them. So they are very smart.

Cerqueira said it’s led to a
lot of pets being taken and
eaten, and he recommended
that, when and if you see a coy-
ote, you haze them as much as
possible. You don’t want them
be comfortable around people.

“People need to make them
feel uncomfortable, but what
they tend to do is be quiet and
try to take pictures of them, and
then the coyotes aren’t threat-
ened by humans anymore,” he
said. “There are a lot of them.
But they are so intelligent, you
hardly ever see them.”

Cerqueira said he has lost
pets in the past, and recom-
mends residents always keep
an eye on their pets when out-
side. The coyotes have been
known to use hunting tactics to
grab a pet and can jump over
even eight-foot fences, with
prey in their mouths, to get
away.

“They’re so smart, I mean
never do you get one hit by a
car,” he said. “Never do they
get into a trap. They’re unbe-
lievably smart.”

Cerqueira said he has loved
his time in Norwood, but for a
while he was the only ACO for
the Town, as well as at one
point, the Town of Walpole. So
he’s not had a vacation in a good
while. He said that’s just part
of the job. If you get a call for
an animal at 5:01 p.m., you
can’t just clock off. You have
to go, and he said he’s been
working with the newest ACO,
Briana Hernandez, for a few
years now and feels that the of-
fice is in really good hands. And
hopefully, he’ll be able to give
her a vacation or two, though
now he’s helping out with some
other rowdy critters: his three
grandkids.

“She’s got great instincts and
she’s great with the animals,”
he said. “But if they ever need
help, I’m helping with my
grandchildren, but sometimes
you need two people.”

 This article is intended for information purposes only and
does not represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the National Social Security Associa-
tion (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not
affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security Administration
or any other governmental entity. To submit a question, visit our
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Benefit While I’m Still Alive?

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social

Security Advisor

Ask Rusty - My Wife Believes
She Can Get a Spouse Benefit
While I’m Still Alive; Can She?

Dear Rusty: A friend of my wife
told her, and she believes, she
could receive a Social Security ben-
efit based on my SS benefit that
I’m currently receiving while I’m
still alive. I told her she could only
receive spouse survivor benefits.
Is there any truth to what she now
believes? Would you settle this
issue for us please? Thank you.
Signed: Uncertain Husband

Dear Uncertain Husband:
Well, surely don’t want to get in
the middle of your martial discus-
sion, but I’ll be happy to explain
Social Security’s rules about your
wife’s eligibility for spousal ben-
efits while you are both still living.
And just for awareness for both of
you, the rules about spousal ben-
efits are one of the most confusing
areas of Social Security.

Per Social Security’s rules, a
spouse (e.g., your wife) can receive
a “spousal boost” from you – while
you are still living – if the SS retire-
ment benefit she is personally en-
titled to at her full retirement age
(FRA) is less than 50% of the SS
retirement benefit you are (were)
entitled to at your FRA (full retire-
ment age amounts are used to cal-
culate living spouse benefits, re-
gardless of when each of you ac-
tually claimed your Social Secu-
rity).

So, if your FRA entitlement
benefit amount is more than twice
your wife’s FRA entitlement ben-
efit amount, she can, indeed, get a
“spousal boost” from your record
while you are both still living. The
spousal boost is added to her own
SS retirement amount and will be
based on the difference between
her FRA entitlement and half of
your FRA entitlement. Thus, in this
discussion, your wife may be cor-
rect - she may be able to get a spou-
sal boost from you while both of
you are living, depending on how
your personal FRA retirement
amounts compare. The best way
for your wife to find out is to con-
tact Social Security on
1.800.772.1213 to inquire, and if
she’s eligible, also make an ap-
pointment to apply for her spousal
benefit.

And to clarify your wife’s op-
tions as your possible widow, a
surviving spouse can also get a

survivor benefit if their marital part-
ner passes away, but only if the
deceased spouse’s current benefit
(at death) was more than the sur-
viving spouse is already receiv-
ing. The surviving spouse re-
ceives the higher amount, instead
of their own smaller Social Secu-
rity retirement benefit.

?
But here is an important thing

to know: Whenever any Social
Security benefit (including a spou-
sal or surviving spouse benefit) is
claimed before the recipient’s full
retirement age, the payment
amount is permanently reduced
(both spousal and survivor ben-
efits do not reach maximum until
the recipient’s full retirement age).
And just to complete the picture
for survivor benefits, a surviving
spouse is also entitled to a one-
time, lump-sum death benefit of
$255 if their marital partner dies, in
addition to any other benefit they
are entitled to.

This article is intended for in-
formation purposes only and
does not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the
AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the National
Social Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff are not
affiliated with or endorsed by the
Social Security Administration or
any other governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit our
website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech thee
from the bottom of my heart to succor
me in my necessity (make request).
There are none that can withstand
your power. Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (three times). Holy
Mary, I place this cause in your hands
(three times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—J.R.
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