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Several buildings at the Norwood Commerce Center have been shuttered for the last year after firefighters
found multiple code violations at the complex.
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Norwood Commerce Center (NCC)
tenants suing landlord for bad faith
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Staff Reporter

About a dozen former ten-
ants of the Norwood Com-
merce Center (NCC), also
known as The Shops at
Winsmith Mill, are suing their
former landlord with allega-
tions that the company acted
in bad faith when granting its
leases.

The lawsuit, filed in the
Norfolk Superior Court, in-
volves businesses that resided
in the structures known as

Buildings 23-26, Building 32
and Building 46. Readers may
remember 23-26, as it was shut
down last year for numerous
code violations after the
Norwood Fire Department
(NFD) responded to and extin-
guished a fire in the building.
Later in November, a worker
at Building 32 was injured
when a freight elevator failed
and he fell 15 feet down the
shaft.

The NFD, along with the
Town’s Building Commis-
sioner Matt Walsh, shut down

Buildings 23-26 and later, ac-
cording to the lawsuit com-
plaint, Building 32 and 46.
Buildings 23-26 were shut
down for containing an ob-
structed egress, no pull sta-
tions, having a fire load in ex-
cess of sprinkler capacity, un-
rated stairwells, improper
compartmentalization, im-
proper fuel storage, inadequate
or broken water supply, un-
marked sprinkler systems, hav-
ing an unrated egress, propped

The Space Center may have to resubmit documents showing where its wetlands are, despite most of them
being surrounded by concrete.
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ConCom disagrees with Norwood
Space Center on wetland locations
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The Norwood Conservation
Commission (ConCom) met
with Norwood Space Center
representative George Hailer to
discuss an extension of the cur-

rent wetland locations, first
codified in 2008.

In precise terms, the Space
Center, located at 83 Morse St.,
is looking to extend the origi-
nal Order of Resource Area
Delineation (ORAD) that was
issued on the property and the

adjoining wetlands in 2008.
While Hailer said this is what
he is looking for, he only came
to the ConCom for an informal
discussion and did not ask for
an official extension at this

David Hern

Hern stepping down
after 18 years

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Town Moderator David Hern Jr. said at the October Town
Meeting that he will not seek reelection come April’s Municipal
Election next year.

While Hern said he will still participate as an elected Town
Meeting member, his decision not to seek reelection marks the
first time he is not running for the office in 18 years. Readers
may be forgiven for thinking that Hern is retiring from the posi-
tion, as he has run unopposed for the last 18 years.

New Town Meeting members must be impressed when they
first started dealing with Hern because he seems to recall the
names of all 250 or so Town Meeting members when they stand
to speak. He said it was no great magic trick.

“You know, they used to have seating charts in schools,” he
said with a laugh. “I would kid people when we meet in different
locations, as we have in recent meetings, that ‘I didn’t recognize
you, you moved to a different location!’ But really, I think the
difference is that when you’re sitting in the body (of the member-
ship) you don’t get to see so many faces, because so many people
are sitting in front of you or in back of you. When you’re on the
stage you see all the faces. Also, some people are frequent speak-
ers, and some people I knew and I tried to keep track of.”

The moderator position was not Hern’s first foray into public
service. He said his interest was sparked by his father, who worked
as a political reporter.

“I just wanted to get involved, and I’ve always had an interest
in government, in politics. I grew up in that,” he said. “My father
was a political reporter, and so I tagged along with him. He was
at the State House a good part of his career. I accompanied him
on some trips too that were related to his work and got to meet
some people whose names we’ve read in the newspapers over
the years and others who we’ve read about in history books.

Hern said the first public body he served on was the Norwood
Conservation Commission, in 1982, for two years. He said it was
a good, intensive experience as at that time the Town did not
have a Conservation Agent, and all the commissioners needed to
go out and perform their own inspections of projects and proper-
ties.  He then took a break so as to volunteer at the Cleveland
Parent Teachers Association while his kids were in school.

“I think I might have been president sometime along the way,”
he said. “And I tried to write the newsletter every month or so to
let parents know what was going on and I was fairly active in my
church.”

HernHernHernHernHern
Continued on page 4
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ConCon Space continued from page 1
time.

 Hailer said they went out to
flag the area again and that,
because of the nature of the
wetlands in the area, the
Neponset River, and exactly
what kind of land it flows over,
not much has changed.

“A big majority of this part
of the Neponset River is con-
crete,” he said. It’s an already
established, grandfathered-in
pre-construction, which is ex-
empt from a lot of wetlands
regulations. But there are a
couple of small areas, I believe
less than 5 percent of the whole
area, that could maybe change
over time.”

Hailer said the changes in
the system are what he called
“de minimis,” which is a legal
term meaning too little to mat-
ter. He said the parts of the wet-
lands that have changed over
the years have not moved more
than a couple of feet either way,
and so he felt an extension of
the currently-accepted ORAD
was in order.

“Nothing really has
changed, and part of the reason
is a large majority of this map
is concrete and so the concrete
hasn’t changed in 50 years and
was done in 2008,” he said.

Hailer said the extension of
the ORAD will allow the rede-
velopment of the Space Center
– basically the plan to add hous-
ing to the last building on the
site to be developed– to go for-
ward quicker.

Conservation Agent Holly
Jones said she had some con-
cerns.

“I didn’t get my ruler out,
but I am of the opinion that
some of the changes in the de-
lineation may be significant
depending on where or what the
proposed development is,” she
said. “I’m very sympathetic to

the idea that quite a bit of this
area is actually concrete walls,
and one of the things that was
striking to me in comparing the
old delineation and new delin-
eation and survey is that the old
delineation is inside some of
those concrete walls down in
the south portion of the site.”

Jones said there are some
areas where the new delinea-
tion didn’t pick up areas in the
river that the old one did, and
at one point there is an area
where there appears to be a fair
bit of difference.

“Either because of drawing
straight lines between the flags
in the delineation or the way the
survey was done, I’m not sure,
but I’m sure all these differ-
ences are differences of nearly
one or two feet,” she said. “I
definitely have some hesitation
about extending the 2008
ORAD without additional re-
view.”

Hailer said since it took nine
months to come to where they
are now, he is hesitant to go
through another process and
file another ORAD with clients
who may not want to wait for
it.

“All this does is set a bench-
mark for an architect and or
engineer to start their work,” he
said.

ConCom member Heather
Miller said it looked like the old
delineation is in the river, as
opposed to the new delineation
which is not actually in the
river. She said she would be
reluctant to use the old delin-
eation.

“So, I guess I would be very
hesitant to use the old delinea-
tion that is narrower and inside
the bounds of the river, espe-
cially in an area with so much
concrete where it looks like it’s
paved over,” she said. “Protec-

tion of the resource areas that
do exist is critical. When we
think about climate resilience
and flooding mitigation, we
need to protect these areas as
much as possible. Especially
where it’s a very developed
property to begin with.”

Hailer said he was unsure as
to what the Commission
wanted the Space Center to do.

“If the Commission believes
we need to go back, then we’ll
go back and we’ll reschedule
everything, but you’re asking,
what, that we apply for notice
of intent based on this most re-
cent flagging and resource de-
lineation?” he said. “Is that
what the Commission wants us
to do? What’s the final result
here?”

ConCom Chair Steven
Washburn asked Hailer to hold
his horses.

“We haven’t really come to
a final conclusion, have we?”
he asked. “I think it would be
quite clear if we had, and I don’t
really appreciate being pres-
sured or rushed to deliver some
final determination according
to your schedule and apparent
impatience, quite frankly.”

Washburn added that he has
looked at the maps  with a ruler
and a scale and he felt there are
areas that deviate from each
other depending on the map, in
ranges of about 20 feet in some
places.

“With my math I don’t know
how minimal that deviation is,”
he said.

Washburn said Hailer could
submit a new, Abbreviated No-
tice of Resource Area Delinea-
tion or confirm the new delin-
eation they had been discuss-
ing. Hailer said he would go
back to his client and see what
they wanted to do.

When carpooling doesn'tWhen carpooling doesn'tWhen carpooling doesn'tWhen carpooling doesn'tWhen carpooling doesn't
mean what you think it meanmean what you think it meanmean what you think it meanmean what you think it meanmean what you think it mean

The Norwood Police Department (NPD) reported on the night of Dec.
5receiving a call to the Edgehill Road area. Responding officers found
a motor vehicle collision where the vehicle drove through a  fence and
into a property's swimming pool area. Somehow, the pool's cover held
most of the weight of the Ford sedan. No injuries were reported and the
NPD stated that the driver was able to extricate themselves from both
the vehicle and the pool without incident.
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Selectmen announce finalization
of Forbes Hill sale
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The Norwood Board of Se-
lectmen announced at its regu-
lar meeting on Dec. 7 that the
Town finally completed the sale
of the Forbes Hill property, in-
cluding the Forbes Hill Mansion.

Town Meeting members
voted to purchase the property
back in 2017 for $13 million to
prevent a developer from build-
ing affordable housing per the
Massachusetts General Law
Chapter 40B, which allows a
developer to skirt local zoning
requirements, regulations and
approvals if a municipality does
not have at least 1.5 percent of
its land or 10 percent of its hous-
ing stock dedicated to affordable
housing.

The expenditure of $13 mil-
lion by the Town on Forbes Hill
originally was to thwart yet a
third large multi unit housing de-
velopment being forced on
Norwood.  The Town had al-
ready absorbed two large 40B
developments and, some would
argue, only one was necessary
if Norwood had played its cards
correctly at the time since either
one of the developments would
have put the Town over the 1.5
percent threshold (the Town
was off by .03 percent at the
time both developers filed, and
so both developers were allowed
to continue their 40B proposals).

“I’d just like the public to be
aware, that the property known
as Forbes Hill, after a long ad-
venture and many twists and
turns, has finally been sold to
Alexandria (Real Estate Equi-
ties),” said Selectman Bill
Plasko. “A developer of quote,
‘biotech properties,’ and the land-
lord for Moderna Pharmaceuti-
cals and their complex up there
at the old Polaroid property, and
they’ll be expanding into that
property to some degree.”

Plasko said Alexandria will
be expanding into the Forbes
Mansion area.

“The rest of the area will re-
main wooded for the future,” he
said. “We came out with a very
handsome profit at the end of that
whole long process, and so the
Town no longer owns that prop-
erty. It’s now Alexandria’s and
what we like to refer to as
Moderna, but, that’s it. It’s done.”

The Town sold the property
on its third attempt, as the first
buyer could not come up with the
funds and the second round was
halted to due to one bidder suing
the Town claiming a mistake in
the bidding process.

“We have some stories to tell
about it but we won’t share here
in mixed company,” said Select-
men Chair Thomas Maloney.
“There might be children watch-
ing.”

Town Manager Tony
Mazzucco said the property sold
for $22.5 million. Plasko said the

full accounting of the cost of
owning the $13 million property
and paying debt service on the
bond loan the Town took out to
purchase the property has not yet
been completed, but he said
they’re fairly sure of a “hand-
some profit,” as he said earlier.

“We feel comfortable in say-
ing the profit is about $10 mil-
lion,” he said.

Mazzucco said any profit
from the sale will flow directly
into the Town’s Free Cash bud-
get line item, which Town Meet-
ing members can vote to disperse
to other departments or line items
as those initiatives are presented.

“The remaining revenue is
subject to Town Meeting’s ap-
propriation, and so it’s not a staff
decision or a Selectmen deci-
sion,” Mazzucco said. “It will
flow into Free Cash if Town
Meeting chooses not to appro-
priate it. It would otherwise be
subject to an appropriation at
Town Meeting because it is con-
sidered revenue to the General
Fund.”

Selectman Helen Abdallah-
Donohue said Mazzucco had
said to her earlier that the money
could be used as part of the
upfront cost of building a new
Coakley Middle School, should
Town Meeting decide.

In other news, Town Plan-
ner Paul Halkiotis pitched
Norwood’s inclusion in a poten-
tial Shared Housing Services
Organization (SHSO) with local
towns in the region. Halkiotis
said the SHSO would be able to
handle many responsibilities the
Town of Norwood is simply not
able to adequately take care of
at this point.

“Housing planning is a spe-
cialty area of planning, similar to
transportation planning or eco-
nomic development planning,” he
said. “Most planning directors, in
positions like mine, don’t have
the technical expertise to do a
lot of the different types of things
that are required for housing
planning.”

Halkiotis said these have
been tried successfully in sev-
eral other regional areas around
Massachusetts. He said they
are looking to join a SHSO with
Hopkinton, Bellingham,
Medfield, Milton, Sharon,
Randolph and Wrentham. He
said he and planners from those
communities have been working
on this project for about three
years.

“This is a more cost-effec-
tive way to do housing planning
by pooling resources and not
having to go hire a consultant at
a higher rate to do this kind of
specialty housing planning,” he
said. “These communities will
share the cost of providing hous-
ing services to manage, promote,
educate and advocate for af-
fordable housing in our region.
The specialized housing planners
will work on things like monitor-

ing the types of housing compli-
ance for our existing affordable
housing in Town. There are re-
quirements from the state and
from (the Federal Office of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment) HUD to verify income
requirements for people who live
in affordable housing. They will
monitor our subsidized housing
inventory annually, pursue inno-
vative programs such as creat-
ing a first-time homebuyer pro-
gram in Norwood, and identify
ways to expand housing oppor-
tunities for people of all incomes
and ages utilizing what we are
proposing for Community Pres-
ervation funds.”

Halkiotis said they currently
have a $10,000 Community
Preservation Act (CPA) request
with the Community Preserva-
tion Committee (CPC) to fund
the first year of this program.

The Board voted to table the
issue until Jan. 18 so they could
better understand how the
SHSO would work for the Town.
Plasko particularly said he was
hesitant of giving up any kind of
local control, despite Assistant
Town Manager and former man-
ager of a town that was involved
in an SHSO Michael Rosen
pointing out that all actions of the
SHSO would come from local
directives.

In other news, Mazzucco in-
formed the Board that because
of increases to the total number
of registered voters, the number
of Town Meeting members will
soon have to increase from
around 247 to 298.

The Board also voted to keep
the yearly property tax increase
at 1.71 percent.
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The conclusion of
Forbes Hill

Letters to the EditorOPINION
WHERE IS THE OLD
TOWN MANAGER
WHEN WE NEED
HIM?

To the Editor:
Hello, I am taking this time

to drop a line to All concerned.
I really think that the Town
Manager and Board of Select-
men have too much power

when it comes to the lives of
the people and their safety. The
safety of the people should be
everybody’s concern and put to
a vote on whether or not to keep
911 in the town or not. The
people have the right to say
about this since it’s their safety
and tax dollars. I feel like the
Town Manager is not doing his
job at all and does not have the

Town’s best interests in mind.
He would make a good sales
person. He sold himself to the
Town and I am sorry to say that
the Board of Selectmen bought
his story. He has no control over
his employees. Where is John
Carroll? He would never let this
go on.

John Collins
Norwood

Hern continued from page 1

He threw his hat back into
the ring by winning  a seat on
Town Meeting  in 1996 for Dis-
trict 1, and worked on a num-
ber of projects within commit-
tees. He was chair of the com-
mittee to figure out the place-
ment of the new fire and police
station after a storm flooded the
building in 1998. He said he
also worked on committees that
dealt with the initiation of a
demolition delay bylaw and the
installation of automatic gas,
water and sewer meter readers.
Then, in the fall of 2003 he was
elected to Interim Town Mod-
erator. He said at that time
Town Moderator Jack
McCarthy took a job at the
State House that prevented him
from holding any kind of
elected office.

Hern said serving as Mod-
erator has been one big learn-
ing curve. What was so impres-
sive to him was that at every
turn there was someone from
the Town, either in elected of-
fice or in most if not all the de-
partments, that helped him un-
derstand something along the
way he was having trouble
wrapping his arms around so as
to appropriately present to
Town Meeting.

Of course, there have been
times that have tested the pa-
tience of both he and TM mem-
bers, including when members
exceed their allotted time or be-
come a bit feisty and he has to
remind them of Town Meeting
regulations.

“I’ve tried at times to gen-
tly nudge people back to the
topic, or back towards the rules
if need be,” he said. “I’ve tried
never to intentionally embar-
rass people. I know sometimes
people may feel embarrassed
by how something went, but I

never intentionally tried to em-
barrass anybody. I just tried to
bring them back, starting gen-
tly, but sometimes I would have
to be a little more forceful, but
I think most of the people at
Town Meeting are doing their
best to do what they think is
best for the Town.”

Hern pointed out that all
Town Meeting members are
volunteering their time, and
have been elected to that posi-
tion. He said he’s sometimes
heard he lets people talk too
much on a particular subject.

“Well, it’s not a question of
my letting people talk, it’s a
question of people raising their
hands. They’ve got something
to say or something to ask and
this is the time to do it and
they’re entitled to,” he said.
“That’s what they’re their for;
that’s what they’re elected to
do, and that’s what the folks at
home expect is going to hap-
pen.”

Hern added that he’s had a
lot of discussions with other
Town Moderators at the Mas-
sachusetts Moderators Associa-
tion about how long some Town
Meetings can go on. He said it
varies from town to town, as
different municipalities have
different issues and different
ways of doing things, but feels
Norwood wasn’t taking too
much unnecessary time when
conducting its business. He did
admit that often his expecta-
tions about how long a particu-
lar item will be debated for are
completely wrong.

“With some of the bigger
issues we can spend $20 mil-
lion in 10 minutes, but we
might then argue for an hour
about a $2,000 expenditure” he
said. “That’s just part of the
charm of Town Meeting I
guess.”

One net positive coming out
of dealing with the pandemic
has been the recent Town Meet-
ing 101 classes the Town has
started offering before Town
Meeting. He said they allow
new members to get a handle
on how the session should go
and what the appropriate rules
and customs are within that
body. He said he’s happy the
Town is also hosting informa-

tional sessions on the warrant
articles before the meeting so
that residents and Town Meet-
ing members can better under-
stand topics.

“I think that it’s good for
people to get information and
have a better understanding of
the issues before they come in,
and I think it’s worked pretty
well so far.  However, I also
believe it’s important that the
actual debate takes place on the
floor of Town Meeting, and not
at some information session,”
he said. “And I think they’ve
(session conductees) been care-
ful about that too; they try to
disseminate information with-
out getting into debates and ex-
pressing views that they really
should be expressing on the
floor for the benefit of all the
Town Meeting members and
the folks watching at home,
who they are representing.”

Hern offered his services to
any potential future Norwood
Town Moderator, and is will-
ing to give advice abut the po-
sition if asked.

“I’ll tell you two things; one,
I’m happy to talk to any pro-
spective candidate if that pro-
spective candidate has any
questions about the job or any-
thing like that,” he said. “Two,
I’d certainly want to help my
successor in any way I can; an-
swer any questions and any-
thing else that might be help-
ful. You’re up there. It’s like,
you’re it. I was fortunate that
some of my good friends have
been involved in Town affairs
for enough years that they could
explain things to me that I
might not have understood. But
a lot of it, you develop your
own style and you’ve got be
guided by what you think is
right.”

Hern added he’s not retiring
from his attorney career just
yet, which regularly puts him
in front of  the Zoning Board
of Appeals, the Planning Board,
the Conservation Commission
and the Board of Selectmen,
and so he won’t be completely
out of public life.

“I’m retiring as moderator,
I’m not retiring from my work
or, hopefully, my participation
in Town matters,” he said.

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.

The Forbes Hill sale is profitable, but by how much and at
what cost?

On Tuesday evening the Board of Selectmen announced that
the sale of the Forbes Hill property had finally concluded.  And
though the dollar amount of the sale is impressive, few would
conclude, perhaps only certain Selectmen, that the sale of this
property ends a 40B saga that shines a positive light on the last 10
years of Norwood business machinations.  It does not; the profit
made on the sale of Forbes Hill only mitigates the pain.  And
really, how much profit is actually being realized?

According to the limited details provided to date, the sale price
of Forbes Hill was around $22.5 million.  So, if you subtract the
$13 mil the Town paid for the property, how does Selectman Plasko
state “We feel comfortable in saying the profit is about $10 mil-
lion.”  Well, my excellence in 6th grade math tells me that without
any other details, the profit is less than $10mil.  At best, the gross
revenue on the sale is close to $10 mil, but anyone who has ever
filled out a business tax return knows that hardly tells the full
story.  How is the Town defining “profit?”  This newspaper has
already detailed that to date the costs of the debt service on the
loan used to purchase the property along with the tax obligations
and the ongoing maintenance expenses total in the millions.  Rudi-
mentary accounting requires that this money must come off the
top of the $10 mil gross.

When all is said and done, will Norwood recognize a profit on
the sale of Forbes Hill?  Most certainly it will.  But it will not be
anywhere near $10 million dollars, even utilizing the most creative
(hopefully legal) accounting practices.  And this isn’t even factor-
ing in the costs of future TIFs the Town will no doubt be acquiesc-
ing to when Moderna owners come knocking regarding future
expansions of their biomedical research.  Tax Increment Financ-
ing (TIF) is a means by which towns like Norwood can achieve a
level of community and economic development far beyond cur-
rent expectations and, to date, Norwood has awarded these judi-
ciously in this newspaper’s opinion. The question, which is really
difficult to answer, is do TIFs like these actually generate enough
in added benefit to justify their initial costs?  That far exceeds my
6th grade math.  And, one would expect that when Moderna does
come calling (again) it will most likely make sense to grant an-
other one.  But that is an added cost the Town needs to recognize
when analyzing the overall profit generated by the sale of Forbes
Hill.  For sure, the Town of Norwood was already “on the map”,
but Moderna locating here has certainly raised Norwood’s pro-
file.  Recognition and credit needs to be meted out to those in-
volved in settling them here.

The unrecognized cost to the Town few want to discuss is the
loss of yet another piece of its history.  The Forbes Mansion was
a significant part of Norwood’s past, and many would argue that
no amount of profit is worth the selling of one’s soul.  For one
brief, shining moment the Forbes Hill Mansion was in Norwood’s
possession, to do with it what it pleased, and now it is gone.  Granted,
it would have been difficult to make a fiduciary argument that
maintaining ownership was proper, but some things transcend
dollars and (sense) cents.  This newspaper does not purport that it
was wrong to include the mansion in the sale, we’re just wonder-
ing if a proper vetting regarding the viability of maintaining the
rights to a significant piece of Norwood’s lore actually took place.
We know others are quite sure it didn’t.

The Norwood Record and its advertisers assume no financial re-
sponsibility for errors in advertisements printed herein, but will re-
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error occurs. No part of this newspaper may be reproduced without
the express written consent of The Norwood Record Newspaper.
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The Father Mac's Pool, shown above, and the Hawes Pool both have serious issues that the Town needs to
consider if they are to be a part of Norwood's future.
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Norwood pool forums “crucial”
for public pools' future

PPPPPool Fool Fool Fool Fool Forumorumorumorumorum
Continued on page 6
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Staff Reporter

The Town of Norwood will
be hosting its first community
forum to solicit feedback from
residents about what the
Town should do with its two
public pools on Monday, Dec.
13 at 6 p.m.

Both the Hawes Pool and
the Father McAleer Pool are
aging, and the Town has been
working behind the scenes for
years to come up with a plan
of action to rehabilitate or
renovate the pools so they can
further stand the test of time.

“We’re a year into the pro-
cess,” said Recreation De-
partment Superintendent

Travis Farley. “At the Janu-
ary Town Meeting we got ap-
proved for Community Pres-
ervation Act funding to do the
pool analysis. For that con-
tract, we went through a pro-
curement process and
awarded it to Kuth Ranieri
Architects. They’re working
with us, and the Pool Com-
mittee is  pretty well-
rounded.”

Farley said the Pool Com-
mittee has members including
the Board of Selectmen,
Capital Outlay Committee,
Finance Commission and
more in its ranks, and they
have been working with Kuth
Ranieri as the assessment
has been underway.

The committee and Kuth
Ranieri has been working dili-
gently to come up with fixes
for the issues facing the
pools.

“We’ve got options to
spend from $500,000 to $4
million,” Farley said. “And
that’s why the community fo-
rum is so important because
we would like to see what
residents would like to see at
the pools. Whether it be some
major upgrades at Hawes,
what they would like to see
at Father Mac’s, we’re kind
of looking at everything and
then getting the community
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Commerce Center continued from page 1
open doors and having dead-
end corridors.

“Any number of these vio-
lations would be cause to  shut
down the building, let alone the
dozens that we’ve discovered
on the property thus far,” then
NFD Chief George Morrice
said after the fire. “We are very
fortunate that this fire was not
more serious and did not hap-
pen when there were hundreds
of vendors and patrons inside
on a given weekend. Thank-
fully, our firefighters were able
to quickly put out the fire de-
spite the difficulties they ex-
perienced navigating their way
through the building and get-
ting enough hose up there.”

The plaintiff companies
contend that the NCC’s failure
to adhere to state and munici-
pal codes directly caused the
Town to shut down the NCC
buildings, which then pre-
vented the businesses from
conducting business for well
over a year now. The lawsuit
contends that the NCC knew
about the code violations, or at
least should have known, and
“represented to Plaintiffs that
the leased premises were in a
tenantable condition and avail-
able for Plaintiffs to use when
their respective leases were ex-
ecuted. Plaintiffs would not
have entered into commercial
leases for space that, due to the
presence of numerous code
and regulatory violations, pre-
sented not only a safety risk to
themselves, their employees
and patrons, but also an ac-
company, major financial risk
that their businesses would be
inaccessible and effectively

closed as a result of those vio-
lations.”

The lawsuit also includes
emails from tenants complain-
ing, apparently in 2019, that
apparent egresses marked
“Exit” led to dead ends.

The lawsuit also contends
that tenants were unable to ac-
cess their businesses for over
a year, and then were told they
had to leave and that the NCC
would discard personal prop-
erty if it was not removed by a
specific date.

In response to the initial
claims before the lawsuit com-
menced in October, the lawsuit
included an email as evidence,
apparently from Pierce
Atwood Attorney representing
the NCC Jeffrey Francis.
Francis claims that NCC’s
leases made the NCC not liable
for damages incurred by the
loss of business at the Com-
merce Center.

“Over the years, your cli-
ents have entered into numer-
ous leases and some of your
clients also entered into lease
extensions and/or new leases
with NCL (Norwood Com-
merce LP), all of which speci-
fied that: (I) the Commerce
Center is more than a century
old; (II) each tenant accepted
the Premises in ‘as is’ condi-
tion; and (iii) that tenant bears
the responsibility to maintain
the premises,” his email read.

The lease also states that

the lessor is not liable for re-
pairs or “performing any other
covenant hereunder by reason
of any cause reasonably be-
yond the control of the Lessor,
the Lessor shall not be liable
to the Lessee.”

Francis contended that the
Town of Norwood’s actions to
shut down Buildings 23-26,
Building 32 and Building 46
fall within the previous para-
graph: a situation out of the
NCC’s control. Francis also
stated the Town stopped the
NCC from repairing damaged
or out-of-code areas of the
three sites:

“Despite our sincere desire
to quickly address the pur-
ported, unspecified code vio-
lations, until very recently the
Town thwarted NCL’s efforts
in this regard by refusing to
issue certain building permits
to permit the repair work to
proceed,” his email read.

The plaintiffs are request-
ing damages to be decided by
a jury, but Francis pointed to
the fact that COVID-19 re-
duced business all over the
country and he didn’t believe
there could have been a sub-
stantial loss of business.

The original complaint was
filed in October of 2021 and
NCC’s legal team filed a mo-
tion to dismiss the case on Dec.
3, as the NCC’s legal response
to the complaint.

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
Norwood Record

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@norwoodrecord.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.

feedback to see where we want to move forward at Town
Meeting.”

Farley said the upgrades the Rec Department and the Pool
Committee have been looking at have several price points,
but he said they want to make sure every dollar they’re spend-
ing creates value for Norwood residents.

“We’re looking at everything right now,” he said. “At the
Hawes we’re looking at water leakage and what we can do
to improve the pool and fix the problem while with Father
Mac’s we’re looking at what we want to do with that pool
itself. Whether we want to make the upgrades to make the
pool fully functional – because right now the bath house is
falling apart. I like to use the term, ‘It’s reached its useful
life,’ because it’s not (Americans with Disabilities Act) ac-
cessible and it’s really starting to decay.”

The January 2021 Town Meeting voted to spend $80,000
to assess both pools and provide cost estimates on potential
upgrades.

The meeting will be taking place both in person and on
Zoom in a hybrid fashion, much like how the Board of Se-
lectmen have been meeting recently. For more information,
go to https://bit.ly/3ExLTds.

Pool Forum
continued from page 5
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For the Record

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar
Continued on page 8

NORWOOD FIRST NIGHT
FEATURES DOZENS OF
ACTIVITIES

On January 1, 2022, before the
excitement of Norwood First Night
has died down, Norwood’s year-
long 150th Anniversary celebration
will kick off with two exciting
events.  Norwood’s fourth annual
New Year’s Day walk will begin at
2 pm at the Willett School and fol-
low Germany Brook to the Savage
Center.  At 7:30 pm, Norwood The-
atre will present Comedy Night with
Jimmy Cash, Mike Whitman, Corey
Rodriques and Emily Ruskowski.

First Night itself will begin with
a costumed road race, the 5K Fam-
ily Fun Run, sponsored by Charles
River Running and Castle Island
Brewery.    Costumes will be judged
at the Civic Center at 1:30 pm, and
the race will begin at 2pm.

At 3pm, a variety of fun activi-
ties will begin simultaneously at five
downtown Norwood venues:  Town
Common (ice sculptures, skating on
synthetic ice, and train rides); Civic
Center (face painting, bubble wrap
stomp, curious creatures, kids crafts,
holiday lights, and teen pizza and
games sponsored by Impact
Norwood); Town Hall (mini golf,
three musical performances, and a
U.S. taekwondo exhibition); St.
Catherine’s (laser tag, three musical
performances ,and a Brazilian jiu
jitsu exhibition); and the First Con-
gregational Church (a band concert,
two dance performances, and a ma-
gician). In addition, Norwood native
and mezzo-soprano Grace
Allendorff will perform in Memo-
rial Hall, sponsored by the Norwood
Historical Society at 7pm.

The traditional ball drop for the

new year will go off early at 10 pm
at the Civic Center, with an earlier
ball drop for the kids at 6pm.

Specific performers, room loca-
tions, venue addresses, recom-
mended parking areas, and event
times can be found on the town’s
anniversary website – http://
norwoodma150.gov – with hard
copies available where Norwood
150 tickets are sold.  Norwood 150
merchandise and tickets for upcom-
ing events (including the skating
exhibition at Norwood’s branch of
the Skating Club of Boston on Feb-
ruary 26 and the Norwood 150 Gala
on February 23) are all available at
the Norwood Memorial Library (33
Walpole Street), the Civic Center
(165 Nahatan Street), the Senior
Center (275 Prospect Street), and
Town Hall. (566 Washington Street).

Following First Night, the first
currently scheduled event will be
held on Tuesday, January 18, from
7:00 to 8:30PM at the F. Holland
Day House on Day Street when the
Norwood Historical Society will
sponsor a discussion of Patricia
Fanning’s book, Norwood, A His-
tory.  Space is limited.

SPECIAL VOTER
REGISTRATION FOR
JANUARY ELECTION

The Board of Registrars wishes
to inform the residents of the Town
of Norwood that a special registra-
tion session has been set for the Janu-
ary 3, 2022 Special Town Election.
An evening special registration ses-
sion will be held at the Municipal
Building, Room 32 on Tuesday De-
cember 14, 2021 from 4:00 P.M. to
8:00 P.M.

This is the FINAL REGISTRA-

TION SESSION prior to the Annual
Town Election.

Daily registration of voters will
be conducted at the Town Clerk’s
office, Monday through Friday from
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 P.M. A mail-in reg-
istration form is now available at
Norwood Morrill Memorial Library
and the Norwood Post Office.

You may also register to vote on-
line at sec.state.ma.us

Qualifications to register to vote
are that the applicants must be 18
years old on or before election day
and must either be born in the United
States or be a Naturalized Citizen.

ABSENTEE BALLOT
INFORMATION

Anyone wishing to vote by ab-
sentee ballot for the upcoming Spe-
cial Town Election, which will be
held on Monday, January 3, 2022
please call the Town Clerk’s office
and we can mail you an Absentee
Ballot Application.  The Absentee
Ballot Application is also  on the
Town of Norwood website under the
Town Clerk’s section.

WOMANS CLUB TO MEET
The Norwood Woman’s Club

will be meeting on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 14 at 12:30 pm.  The meeting
will be held at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall, 572 Nichols St,
Norwood. We will be entertained by
Jill Sanford who will explore the
works of Georgia O’Keefe, one of
America’s most innovative artists. 
The program is called ART FOR
THE MIND.   A light lunch will be
served. Guests are welcomed.  Any
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The Norwood Circle of Hope held its annual Luminary Night on Dec. 4. Residents came out to light
candles for their loved ones, remember their stories and connect with others during the night. The
night helps to raise money for the Circle's charitable efforts, which are aimed at helping Norwood
families when they are in financial trouble due to medical or other issues. The chairty was started
about 20 years ago and has distributed almost $1 million to residents during that time.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Calendarcontinued from page 7
questions please call Trina at 781-
762-8173. Hope to see you there.

150th CELEBRATION TO
BEGIN ON FIRST

On January 1, 2022, Norwood’s
First Night Celebration will kick off
a year of celebrations of Norwood’s
150th Anniversary.  Starting at 3 pm
on New Year’s Eve, the First Night
party will include a road race, danc-
ers, magic, music, singers, and
games.  Complete details will be
posted soon on the town’s anniver-
sary website – http://
norwoodma150.gov – which will
include a year’s worth of exciting
things to see and do on the special
Events Calendar page.

Following First Night, the first
currently scheduled event will be
held on Tuesday, January 18, from

7:00 to 8:30 PM at the F. Holland
Day House on Day Street when the
Norwood Historical Society will
sponsor a discussion of Patricia
Fanning’s book, Norwood, A His-
tory.

On February 10, 1872, a petition
from “George B. Talbot and others,
inhabitants of the southerly part of
Dedham, praying to be set off as a
town” was submitted to the Massa-
chusetts Senate.  Governor William
B. Washburn signed the resulting act
into law and Norwood was incor-
porated.

On Wednesday, February 23,
Norwood will stage a Gala at the
Sheraton Four Points Hotel, in rec-
ognition of that date of incorpora-
tion.  Further details will be posted
on the anniversary website as that
date approaches.

On Saturday, February 26, just
after the end of the Beijing Winter
Olympics, the Skating Club of Bos-
ton, now located at 750 University
Avenue in Norwood, will hold a
skating event.   Norwood residents

will be able to see Olympic caliber
talent at a world-class facility at a
special low price of $10 per person,
with proceeds going to help fund the
events and activities of the Norwood
150th Anniversary.

The Events Calendar already
includes lots of the other events
scheduled for Norwood’s exciting
anniversary year – including mus-
ters, rallies, trivia contests, scaven-
ger hunts, additional book discus-
sions, historic walks and programs,
and even a full-fledged documen-
tary film by Norwood’s own former
selectman and noted documentarian,
Jerry Kelleher.

Everyone is encouraged to
monitor the Events Calendar and
announcements on Norwood Com-
munity Media for the latest news on
events and activities – and then make
notes on the many available oppor-
tunities on their own personal cal-
endars.

And anyone with questions or
ideas is encouraged to send them to
info@norwoodma150.gov.

LibrarLibrarLibrarLibrarLibrary Evy Evy Evy Evy Eventsentsentsentsents
MAKE YOUR OWN GIFT BOWS WORKSHOP

Just in time for holiday gift wrapping, join us on Thursday,
December 16 at 2:00 pm or at 3:00 pm to learn how to make your
own custom gift bows!

Learn how to make several classic and creative bows perfect
for use as gift toppers, on wreaths, and with other holiday deco-
rations. Bow styles will be created using ribbon, wire, and fab-
ric, and Marg will demonstrate how to easily create your own
fabric ribbons using larger fabric samples. Materials will be pro-
vided, or feel free to bring your own ribbon or fabric if you have
material at home you love and have been waiting to use (if bring-
ing your own fabric sample, please make sure it’s at least 1/2
yard by 1 yard). The workshop will be led by Marg Corjay, an
experienced floral designer and former floral shop owner, local
textile artisan, and DIY craft maven.

Two sessions will be offered at 2:00 pm and at 3:00 pm. Both
sessions will cover the same topics so sign up for either one. This
workshop is intended for people ages 14 and up.

MAKE YOUR OWN CARDS WORKSHOP
Expert card maker and paper artist Betty Saccocia will lead

two Make Your Own Cards workshops on Monday, December
20 at 4:00 pm and at 6:00 pm. The same techniques will be cov-
ered in both sessions so sign up for the time that works for you!
Are you hoping to create a last-minute holiday card, or send a
special one-of-a-kind message for New Year well wishes? Betty
will guide you through crafting two unique designs with high-
quality materials so you can create professional and personal-
ized card designs. All materials will be provided in this free work-
shop for people ages 14 and up.

Space is limited for both events and registration is required.
Please sign up by visiting the Morrill Memorial Library’s website,
norwoodlibrary.org/morrillcalendar, calling us at 781-769-0200
x2, or visiting the Reference Desk.

Norwood Circle of Hope Luminary
Night lights up the Common
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Deaths

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 11

BRETON
ELIZABETH A. (Breen) of
Walpole formerly of  New
London, CT passed away on
December 5, 2021 at the age
of 90. Beloved wife of Joseph
R. Breton. Devoted mother of
Thomas R. Breton of Walpole,
Peter R. Breton and his wife
Dawn of Arlington, Andrew
R. Breton of HI, AnnElise
Shea and her husband  David
of Canton, Matthew R. Breton
and his wife Erin of Revere
and the  la te  Mary Beth
Breton.  Sis ter  of  Eleanor
Moynihan of W. Roxbury and
the late Catherine, Margaret,
Irene and Henry. Cherished
grandmother of Duncan Shea,
Marissa Shea, Russell Shea,
Xander Shea, Alice Breton and
Oz Breton. Also survived by
many nieces and nephews.
Daughter of the late Henry
and Margare t  (Naughton)
Breen.  El izabeth  was  a
member  of  St .  Timothy
Par ish ,  Norwood,  MA.
Funera l  f rom the  Kraw-
Kornack Funeral Home 1248
Washington St .  Norwood,
Thursday December 9, 2021
at  9 :30am fol lowed by a
funeral mass at 10:30am at
the  Mary Immacula te  of
Lordes Church 270 Elliott St.
Newton Upper Falls,  MA.
Visiting hours will be held on
Wednesday,  December  8 ,
2021 from 4-6pm. Burial will
be at St. Francis Cemetery,
Walpole ,  MA.  In  l ieu  of
flowers donations may be
made in  her  name to  St .
Timothy Parish 650 Nichols
St .  Norwood,  MA 02062.
Kraw-Kornack Funeral Home
w w w . K R A W -
KORNACKFUNERALHOME.COM
Tel: 781-762-0482

COLLINS
James Francis Age 99, of

Canton,  formerly  of
Norwood, passed away De-
cember 1, 2021. Born March
8, 1922 in Waltham to James
and Mary (Hart) Collins. He
was the beloved husband of
the late Virginia (Dole) Collins
and predeceased by his daugh-
ter Mary Collins and son Brian
S. Collins. James is survived
by his loving children James
F. Collins, Jr. married to Linda
(Peterson) Collins; Maureen
Ellen (Collins) Carroll married
to Peter G. Carroll; Michael J.
Col l ins  marr ied to  Joan
(McGowan) Collins; Christo-
pher J.  Collins married to
Nancy (Babin) Collins. James
is also survived by 10 grand-
children and 2 great-grand-
children and many nephews
and nieces .  James was  a
World War II veteran as a
Submariner out of Pearl Har-
bor. Visitation will be held
Sunday, December 5, 2021
from 2pm to 6pm at Gillooly
Funeral Home, 126 Walpole
Street, NORWOOD. Mass of
Christian Burial will be held at

St. Catherine of Siena Parish,
Norwood at 11am on Monday,
December 6, 2021 with Inter-
ment to follow at Calvary
Cemetery in Waltham. In lieu
of flowers, memorial contri-
but ions  may be made in
James’  memory to  Har t
Speech Foundation and the
Matt  Brown Foundat ion.
GilloolyFuneralHome.com

FINGERSON

Linden Fingerson, 56, of
Norwood, MA passed away No-
vember 16, 2021. Born January
5, 1965 in Dubuque, IA to
Ronald and Dixie Fingerson.
Linden completed grades one
through eight in the Emporia
State University Grade School
program, Emporia, Kansas. A
gifted musician, Linden took pri-
vate piano lessons for ten years,
then continued with flute. Lin-
den completed high school at
Whitewater High School,
Whitewater, Wisconsin, receiv-
ing many recognitions for their
musical talents. Linden earned
a BA in Music, majoring in flute,
at the University of Wisconsin,
Whitewater, graduating Summa
Cum Laude. They then earned
an MA in Performance Theory
at New York University in New
York City. Among Linden’s mu-
sical talents, their voice has been
described as having a peaceful
quality, and their singing will be
missed by many, particularly
their Unitarian Universalist
choirs. Most of Linden’s pro-
fessional life was spent work-
ing in the nonprofit sector. Lin-
den was a warrior for justice.
Their longing for justice ran
deep. They volunteered count-
less hours at phone banks, go-
ing door to door, participating
in gatherings and marching
down streets. Linden made an
extended family from their
friends; they were a prolific con-
nector of people.  Linden had
an incredible presence and el-
egant manner and engaged
people wholly. Their intelligence
was palpable, and available with-
out imposition or judgement.
Linden had an astounding
knowledge of plants, herbs, and
spices, and their cooking skills
were revered. They shared their
expertise at sewing and fabric
techniques, beading/jewelry
making, crocheting, and the fin-
ery of burlesque, with many.
Linden is survived by their par-

ents as well as their brothers
Paul and Michael Fingerson.
Memorial services are to be held
in the Spring of 2022 at the Uni-
tarian Church in Sharon, MA
and at the Fourth Unitarian So-
ciety in Mohegan Lake, NY. In
lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made in
Linden’s memory to Freedom
for All Americans.
GilloolyFuneralHome.com

MISKELL

Gail Lathlaen Miskell passed
away peacefully after a pro-
longed series of illnessess on
November 26th. Beloved and
devoted wife of Thomas B.
Miskell of Norwood, and lov-
ing mother  of  Thomas B.
Miskell, Jr., Fr. Robert L.T.
Miskell and Brian C. Miskell.
She is also survived by her sis-
ter Carol Sue Yensco and her
husband Andrew and by her
niece Rebecca Bean, her hus-
band Andrew and their two
children. Gail was a 1971
Graduate of Ossining High
School in New York, attended
Muskingum College and re-
ceived an Associate Degree
from Katherine Gibbs School
in New York City. In her teen
years Gail was active in inter-
national Order of Rainbow ris-
ing to hold a N.Y. state office.
The greatest joy of Gail’s life
was her career providing care
for children in home settings,
teaching nursery school and
leading a volunteer program
for children at Norwood Hos-
pital. She also enjoyed volun-
teering and chairing church
fai rs  a t  Fi rs t  Par ish  of
Westwood for a number of
years. A celebration of Gail’s

The The Norwood Record  publishes obituaries from informa-
tion supplied by funeral homes. Relatives and friends also may
supplement information by e-mailing to
news@norwoodrecord.com by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos also
will be accepted.

Obituary Policy

To advertise, call (781) 769-1725
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Police
Logs

Monday, December 6
 0735  - Susp Vehicle

*Arrest(S)Made Location/Ad-
dress:  Moderna Tx. Inc. -
Moderna Way N665 on a private
Moderna detail reports suspi-
cious vehicle MA REG 1ZFT18.
One female in custody MA
S09492914 Arrest: Crowley,
Jacqueline Address: 42 Lyon St
Apt. #3l Dorchester, Ma Age: 36
Charges: OUI-Drugs C90
S24(1)(A)(1) License Sus-
pended, Op MV With (Criminal
Subsq.Off.) C90 S23 MA PC
2JB979

 0916 Phone - Illegal Trash
Disposal Services Rendered Lo-
cation/Address:  Norwood
Healthcare - Washington St
Caller reports someone dumping
trash in dumpster. N669 spoke to
the person and they will return
and remove their trash. Caller
satisfied.

 0921 Phone - Well Being
Chk Gone On Arrival Location/
Address:  Rojo - Bos-Prov Hwy
Caller reports male sleeping in
MA PC 2NRX36 at pump #6.
N666 spoke to caller, car has left.

 1002 Phone - Well Being
Chk Spoken To Location/Ad-
dress:  - Hillside Avenue Request
check of resident who made a
suicidal statement while on a
teleconference call for a hearing
about her license status. N678
spoke to the resident and states
she is okay, made the remark out
of frustration about her license
situation.

 1058 Phone - Assist Other
Agency *Report Filed Location:
Blue Hills SP Milton reports a
Blue Hills ranger found pack-
ages with Norwood addresses.
N664 went to pick up packages
and will conduct an investiga-
tion.

1120 Phone - Assist Citizen
Spoken To  Location/Address:
Master Tile - Washington St
Resident lost her Citizenship pa-
pers somewhere in the house.
Request an entry.

2319 Phone - Noise Com-
plaint Spoken To Location/Ad-
dress: St John Ave Music turned
down.

Tuesday, November 30
 0630 Phone - Drunk Person

Gone On Arrival  Location/Ad-
dress: Morrill Memorial Library
- Walpole St Library employee
reporting an intoxicated party.

1359 Phone - Motor Vehicle
Accident *Arrest(S)Made Loca-
tion/Address: Garden Pkwy
Single car accident. Male party
placed under arrest. Arrest:
Jacovoni, Arthur John Address:
3 Countryside Ln Walpole, Ma
Age: 76 Charges: Marked Lanes
Violation  Negligent Operation
Of Motor Vehicle   OUI-Liquor
Or .08%

1913 Phone - Well Being Chk
Spoken To Location/Address:
Prospect Ave Father reports son
was acting up, officers calmed
him down and he left with his
mother.

2110 Initiated - Warrant Ser-
vice Arrest(S)Made Location/
Address: Neponset St  Arrest:
Katic, Peter Address: 118
Neponset St Norwood, Ma Age:
33 Charges: Warrant Arrest

1830 Phone - Assist Citizen
Services Rendered Location/
Address: Jacobsen Dr Caller re-
ports he found an air soft gun in
the yard. N663 secured that item
and disposed of it.

2222 Radio - Malicious
Damage *Report Filed Location/
Address: Gazebo - Town Com-
mon - Washington St Graffiti
found at this location and on a
mailbox on St. George St.

Thursday, December 2
0117 Phone - Noise Com-

plaint Spoken To Location/Ad-
dress: Hill St + Railroad Ave
Caller reports people moving
furniture to the elderly housing
complex. Officers spoke with the
individuals and they stated that
they were done for the night.

0352 911 - Susp Activity
Area Search Negative Location/
Address: Norwest Dr Caller re-
ports two suspicious persons out-
side his apartment. Officers re-
sponded and searched the area.
GOA

1337 Phone - Civil Dispute
Civil Matter Location/Address:
Village Rd W Ex-roommate
holding a package until a bill is
paid. N666 spoke to both parties
and are unwilling to cooperate.
Both advised.

 911 - Motor Vehicle Acci-
dent *Arrest(S)Made Location/
Address: Savers - Bos-Prov Hwy
2 car MVA- 1 car in front of Sav-
ers, 1 car in parking lot of 500
BOS-PROV Highway. Unkown
injuries. NFD sent. Don &
Wally’s tows MA PC 785TG5.
MC5 places one subject under
arrest. N674 transports male
party to the station. MC5 to also
file MVA report. Refer To Arrest:
21-325-AR Arrest: Drost, John
W Address: 12 St James Ave Apt.
#1 Norwood, Ma Age: 67
Charges: Oui-Liquor Or .08%,
2nd Offense State Hway—Traf-
fic Violation * 720 Cmr S9.06
Negligent Operation Of Motor
Vehicle C90 S24(2)(A)   1508
Phone - Assist Citizen Civil Mat-
ter Location/Address: Oxford Rd
Caller reports landlord has been
banging on door looking for past
rent. N663 spoke to tenant and
will speak to landlord.

1618 911 - Disturbance Ser-
vices Rendered Location/Ad-
dress: Minas Cafe Brazilian
Steakhouse - Washington St Ar-
gument between customer and
employee over item prices. All
parties advised.

1723 Phone - Disturbance
Gone On Arrival Location/Ad-
dress: Cottage St Multiple par-
ties appear to be having a loud
argument in the street. Caller
stated she waited to call and that
the parties since left.

1740 Phone - Mischief (Kids)
Gone On Arrival Location/Ad-
dress: Dunkin Donuts - Nahatan
St Unruly twelve year olds.

1835 Phone - Noise Com-
plaint Spoken To Location/Ad-
dress: Norwest Dr Music turned
down.

1849 Phone - Well Being Chk
Services Rendered Location/
Address: Village Rd W Caller
reports a babysitter took her chil-
dren from their Rhode Island
residence without permission to
the babysitter’s residence. N663
stood by while the mother took
custody of the children, car seats
and house keys. Appears to be a
misunderstanding.

1953 911 - Drunk Person
*Protective Custody Location/
Address: Cottage St Caller re-
ports her son is intoxicated and
causing issues. As a result, N674
placed that party into protective
custody and transported him to
the station.

Friday, December 3
0048 Phone - Susp Activity

Area Search Negative Location/
Address: Hill St Caller reports a
white van circled the neighbor-
hood, operator exited the vehicle
with a large duffle bag, waved at
her, and walk away from the ve-
hicle.

0156 911 - Drunk Person
Police & Fire Notified/Respond
Location/Address: Washington

St Caller reports she thinks her
friend is overdosing. NFD noti-
fied and responded. N669 re-
ports no overdose, behavior
caused by alcohol intoxication.
Caller agreed to make sure party
gets to bed.

0420 Phone - Noise Com-
plaint Gone On Arrival Location/
Address: Wickham Way Loud
music coming from a vehicle.

1217 Other - Warrant Service
*Arrest(S)Made Location/Ad-
dress: Flanagan Pl N674,N664,
using just N674, and a Dedham
Officer attempt to serve a war-
rant. N674 places subject under
arrest and transports back to
Norwood PD. Refer To Arrest:
21-328-AR Arrest: Colby, Jarred
M Address: 12 Flanagan Pl
Dedham, Ma Age: 23 Charges:
Warrant Arrest

1406 Phone - Civil Dispute
Civil Matter Location/Address:
Boch Hyundai - Dcd H Norwood
- Bos-Prov Hwy Report after
turning 2 cars in and buying a
Hyundai, dealership will not
complete paperwork and the
plate transfer transaction over
argument that they were to get a
plow blade and not just the plow
mount. N679 spoke to them and
advised them.

1511 Phone - Mischief (Kids)
Area Search Negative Location/
Address: Daddy’s Dairy/Datch
Island Dairy - Central St Caller
reports 6-7 juveniles playing in
the street. N669 reports juveniles
are no longer in the area.

1752 911 - Well Being Chk
Services Rendered Location/
Address: Norwood Healthcare -
Washington St Resident in for re-
hab states they did not let him
out on Wednesday. Staff notified
and will go check on patient.

1902 911 - Susp Activity Ser-
vices Rendered Location/Ad-
dress: Lenox St Report she went
out earlier today and when she
returned she thinks someone en-
tered apartment and contami-
nated her food. She already to the
hospital. E-mail left for N402.

2038 Phone - Citizens Com-
plaint Services Rendered Loca-
tion/Address: Washington St +
Oolah Ave Caller reports a flash-
ing light in a window, not sure if
it’s some type of alarm system
going off. N663 checked the
area- it is a regular light bulb on
the rear of home that is flicker-
ing.

Saturday, December 4
0017 911 - Assist Citizen

Spoken To Location/Address:
Cedar St Caller reports verbal
domestic with her mom/step-
dad. N666 reports mother/step-
dad talking loudly in basement,
no argument, no issues to report.

0213 911 - Trespassing
*Arrest(S)Made Location/Ad-
dress: Adams St Caller reports
exboyfriend knocking on door.
Party placed under arrest by
N663. Refer To Arrest: 21-329-
AR Arrest: Cline, John S Ad-
dress: 15 Short St Norwood, Ma
Age: 71 Charges: Trespass

0818 Phone - Assist Citizen
Services Rendered Location/
Address: Pleasant St Caller re-
ports landscape company is
blowing leaves onto his property.
N674 spoke to both parties and
matter resolved.

0949 911 - Assist Citizen
Spoken To Location/Address:
Norwood Healthcare - Washing-
ton St Caller reports that the fa-
cility is draining his bank ac-
count. N664 spoke to caller, no
problem. Subject was unhappy

with level of care.
1119 911 - Animal Complaint

Naco/Waco Notified Location/
Address: Walpole St + Berwick
St Caller reports 2 white dogs in
road. N.A.C.O notified and will
meet party at the police station.

1602 911 - Assist Citizen Ser-
vices Rendered Location/Ad-
dress: Neponset St + Pleasant St
Caller reports a party fell in the
crosswalk. FD notified. Party
refused medical. N666 gives that
party a courtest transport home,
S/M 52416, 1603 Hrs, E/M
52416, 1605 Hrs.

1933 911 - Assist Citizen Ser-
vices Rendered Location/Ad-
dress: Bos-Prov Hwy Caller re-
ports he ran into the restaurant
to pick up food and came back
to the vehicle and his son was
gone. His son is autistic and non
verbal. N674 located that child
in Stop and Shop.

2031 911 - Animal Complaint
Spoken To Location/Address:
Greenleaf Rd Caller reports ani-
mals attacking people outside.
N662 spoke with caller and
daughter. Caller has dementia
and accessed the phone. No ani-
mals or other danger showing,
care taker advised all is well.

2117 911 - Threats *Report
Filed Location/Address: Village
Road W Caller reports her ex
boyfriend came to her apartment
and threatened her and also
showed a handgun. BOLO was
sent over south district. Boston
PD was also notified to check the
residence of the suspect.

2250 Phone - Animal Com-
plaint Naco/Waco Notified Lo-
cation/Address: Monroe St
Caller reports she found a loose
dog. NACO notified and re-
sponded.

Sunday, December 5
0211 911 - Well Being Chk

Services Rendered Location/
Address: Buckminster Dr Caller
states her boyfriend won’t stop
bothering her, then she stated
never mind, he has stopped while
she was speaking on the phone.
N677,N679 responded for a
well-being check but she did not
answer call back or the door.
Officers stated all was quiet.

1021 Phone - Unwanted
Party Spoken To Location/Ad-
dress: Sunrise Assisted Living -
Saunders Rd Dispute with fam-
ily over a care issue was re-
solved.

1432 Phone - Mischief (Kids)
Area Search Negative Location/
Address: Buckminster Dr +
Wickham Way Caller reports 3
male juveniles on mountain
bikes blocking street. N677
searched Walpole St and
Windsor Commons, kids GOA.

1854 Phone - Report Of Fire
Services Rendered Location/
Address: Hill St + Railroad Ave
Caller reports she can smell
smoke coming from the railroad
tracks. N664 searched the area
no fire showing it is possibly a
fire pit.

2058 Phone - Hit And Run
*Report Filed Location/Address:
Talbot Farm Rd Caller reports a
dark color pickup truck caused
property damage and left toward
Neponset Street. BOLO to the
cars and surrounding cities and
towns.

2303 Phone - Animal Com-
plaint Services Rendered Loca-
tion/Address: David Ter Caller
reports a dog barking for the last
3 hours. N664 could not raise the
homeowner, the dog did quite
down.
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Deaths continued from page 9
life was held at First Parish
Church of  Westwood on
Thursday, December 9th.  A
Private interment at Massa-
chusetts National Cemetery
in Bourne occurred the fol-
lowing day. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made
to the Shriners Children Hos-
pital, 51 Blossom Street, Bos-
ton, MA 02114 (Attn Develop-
ment Dept). 

To sign guestbook, visit
website.  Folsom Funeral Home
www.folsomfuneral.com

MICHEL
JOSEPHINE M.

(Pungi tore)  of  Norwood
passed away on November
29, 2021 at the age of 86. Be-
loved wife of the late Philip
“Phil” F. Michel Sr.  Loving
mother  of  Pamela  A.

Konieczny and her husband An-
thony of Norfolk, Paula A.
Michel-Fanizzi of Norwood,
Philip F. Michel Jr. and his part-
ner Paula Calandrelli of Mystic,
CT and Peter D. Michel and his
wife Lindsey of St. Louis, MO. 
Cherished grandmother of
Nicholas, Hailey, Mia, Philip,
Dominic and Grace and sur-
vived by many nieces and neph-
ews.  Josephine was the daugh-
ter of the late Dominic Pungitore
and Barbara (Michenzie)
Pungitore-Diotalevi. She is sur-

vived by sisters Dorothy
Hibbard of Boston, and Camilia
and Daniel Neville of FL, the late
Barbara and Joseph
DiGiantomasso, and her late
brother Dominic Pungitore sur-
vived by Patty Pungitore of
Holbrook.  Josephine was a gen-
erous, long-standing member of
the Norwood community and
proudly provided 42+ years of
loving in-home day care for
countless families throughout
her career. Funeral from the
Kraw-Kornack Funeral
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My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@NORWOODRECORD.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.

he title does not mean St.
Matthew, who is referenced a
lot at this time of year, as in
“Now when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, in the days
of King Herod, behold Magi
came from the East . . .”  This
is Matthew White, who for
many of us is The Recycle
Guy.  Driving one of the large
yellow but sometimes white
compactor trucks for Capitol
Waste, he arises around 3:30
AM on most weekday morn-
ings to do his long route
throughout West Roxbury,
Hyde Park, and other parts of
the city, elevating the 96-gallon
blue toters into his truck.

With his ever present sun-
glasses on and his baseball cap
worn backward, he takes pride
in contributing so much to our
city (by saving on landfill vol-
ume) and by carrying so much
back to be recycled.  Many
times the hydraulic extenders
on both side of the expensive
truck are not working, meaning
that he has to jump out of the
driver’s seat to position the
large, blue totems on the me-
chanical lift.

Here’s comes the bad news: 
some people throw ANY-

THING into the recycle bin—
all violating the directions on
the toter. Such deposits have
been done by careless, if not
malicious, residents but what
he needs help with these days
preceding Christmas concerns
well-intentioned people who
place styrofoam into the blue
totems.  Such people are under
the misconception that just be-
cause their television, video
game, and so many other items
delivered by UPS, Amazon,
FedEx, post office, and DHL
arrived in cardboard boxes with
styrofoam bracing the contents
against bumping, that the said
Styrofoam must be “good.” 
Wrong, Styrofoam, whether in
the form of peanuts or rectan-
gular prisms, is mentioned first
on the lid of the totem as not
being recyclable.  So don’t in-
crease the volume on his trucks
by not taking the time to re-
move the Styrofoam and break-
ing down the cardboard; plus,
it has to be removed on the con-
veyor belts at the recycling fa-
cility in Charlestown.

Speaking of gumming up
the works, don’t throw plastic
bags into the recycle bin:  they
are to be excluded but can be

recycled at Roche Brothers and
Loew’s, among other places,
where plastic bags are placed
to be taken away to be recycled.

Here’s hoping that all the
people working on recycling
have a Merry Christmas, one
devoid of styrofoam.


