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Override still
possible

though not
likely soon
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Staff Reporter
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Staff Reporter

Town officials on the Town-wide
Budget Balancing Committee discussed
what an operational override in Norwood
would look like and whether it was still
possible.

“We did not take the approach that
we needed an override,” Joseph Greeley,
who was part of a three-person working
group tasked with examining the possi-
bility of an override, said. “We were as
neutral as possible on that.”

According to the working group, an
override would add around $67.93 to the
average single family homeowner’s tax
bill for every $1 million added to an over-
ride. In other words, the tax bill for resi-
dential properties would jump 17 cents
for every $100,000 of its valuation. The
average single family home in Norwood
is valued at $399,580.

Greeley explained the various sce-
narios by which an override could be
approved in Norwood, noting that it
would require affirmative votes at the
ballot box and on the Town Meeting floor
- though the order is flexible.

The override could be placed on a
ballot during one of the upcoming elec-
tions, and a positive vote would mean
that Town Meeting could then also vote
to approve it. Town Meeting could also
vote for an appropriation for a specific
amount of money contingent on a posi-
tive vote on the ballot. The Selectmen
would also have to sign off on the re-
quest.

While the committee agreed that it
was unlikely movement for an override
could take place in time to get on the
April election and the May Town meet-

This April, one of the contested races
in Norwood’s Municipal Election will
be for two seats on the School Commit-
tee.

Member John Badger announced
earlier this year that he will not be seek-
ing re-election and Courtney Rau
Rogers’ term expires this year, though
she will seek another term on the Com-
mittee.

“I’m looking to continue to serve on
the School Committee as I feel there is
still work to be done on securing appro-
priate school financing and improve-
ments to special education across all
levels,” Rau Rogers said.

Rau Rogers, an Assistant Principal
for Student Services at Bigelow Middle
School in Newton, has been on the Com-
mittee since 2008 and believes that her
experience will help what will be a
“fairly young board” in terms of years
on the committee “set their own course.”

For Rau Rogers, the School

Committee’s major challenges are finan-
cial. If re-elected, Rau Rogers said her
goal would be to continue to pursue “ap-
propriate financing for school pro-
grams,” while still advocating for the
“Town to bring in more revenue to meet
all of its needs, not solely the schools.”
She also included special education and
consistent programming for students as
goals.

“The big issue facing the School
Committee is the inability to create ca-
pacity building programs due to fiscal
constraints,” Rau Rogers said. “This
will require a coordinated effort across
all Town boards to make this school
system adaptable to our growing and
changing population, and meet state
mandated requirements for appropriate
services. This is not solely the School
Committee’s fight, despite public com-
ments to the contrary.”

Michele Mullen and Myev
Bodenhofer have also announced their
candidacy as challengers for the two
School Committee seats.

Mullen, a real estate agent and life-

long Norwood resident, taught in
Norwood Public Schools for 22 years
as an English teacher. She has a Mas-
ters degree in education and a license
for school administration.

“I know the inside scoop,” Mullen
said.

Mullen said she was inspired to run
after hearing through her real estate
business that many young Norwood
families wanted to look for homes out-
side of the town, based on the school
district.
“I struggled with that. I have such a great
background in all of this, so I thought,
‘maybe I can help make a difference in
helping bring the schools back to where
they were when I taught,” Mullen said.
“I am a strong advocate for students and
teachers.”

Mullen also identified the budget as
a major issue facing the School Com-
mittee. She said she wanted to review
how the Schools prepare their budget
and wanted to avoid the process by

Courtney Rau Rogers Myev Bodenhofer Michele Mullen
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ACHES AND PAINS  
SLOWING YOU DOWN?

NORWOOD HOSPITAL’S ORTHOPEDICS PROGRAM CAN HELP.

To register please call 781-278-6024 or visit us  
online at www.norwood-hospital.org/ortho-events

Effective Treatments of  
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Featuring Dr. Jinsil Sung
WEDNESDAY,  

MARCH 16, 6-7PM

The Chateau Restaurant

404 Boston-Providence Highway (Rt. 1N) 

Norwood, Massachusetts

Advances in the Treatment and Repair 
of Hip Osteoarthritis Including Robotic 
Surgery
Featuring Dr. Mark Messineo
WEDNESDAY,  

APRIL 6, 6-7PM

Davio’s at Patriot Place

236 Patriot Place

Foxborough, Massachusetts

Robotic Assisted Partial Knee 
Replacement for Chronic Knee Pain
Featuring Dr. Susan Chabot
WEDNESDAY,  

APRIL 13, 6-7PM

Norwood Hospital  

Abraham-Sieracki Conference Room

800 Washington Street 

Norwood, Massachusetts

Town and
Country

HI GUYS,  
SALUTE TO ALL
OUR VETERANS  
They had planned it for a long

time and it took place on the cold-
est Valentine’s Day this February.
So cold…one would think that it
would not be well attended. The
Morse House was front and cen-
ter for our veterans as their mili-
tary photos were proudly displayed
for all to view. Many, many guests
came and over a cup of coffee, our
veterans shared the experiences of
their service with other veterans;
military brothers and sisters that
hadn’t seen in years, some from
WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam.

Dale Day, Director of the
George H. Morse House, put so
much into perspective when she
said, “What made it special for me
was the fact that so many of our
veterans in WWII were first and
second generation Americans. The
pictures at The Morse House had
names and faces of every ethnic

background and yet they were all
wearing the uniform of the United
States of America. They were no
longer Irish, Italian, Syrian, Pol-
ish, etc., THEY WERE AMERI-
CANS and they were willing to
fight for that. They truly appreci-
ated what it meant to be an Ameri-

can.” Dale thanked the many
people who contributed to the suc-
cess of the event…Jean Taylor,
Caroline Pannes, Judy Langone,
Kerri McCarthy, Pam Chubet,
Patty Bailey, and Judith Howard.
Dale also said that “our veterans
are our true heroes. They are what
made America great, and we thank
all who attended and shared their
pictures and memories with us.”  
    

NEW ELECTRIC
METER SYSTEM  
Norwood Light Department

Superintendent James Collins has
announced the conversion to a new
electric meter system. Residential
meters will be converted this fall.
The advantages of the new system
are no estimated bills, a web por-
tage to view usage and other data,
and instant and accurate outage de-
tection which would eliminate the
need for residents to call when an
outage occurs. Sounds good!

  MEDICAL
MARIJUANA FACILITY  

The Board of Selectmen voted
unanimously to continue discus-
sions with the group that would
like to set up a Medical Marijuana,
not-for-profit, Green Harbor Dis-
pensary in Norwood. If and when

voted, two areas off Route 1 are
being eyed as possible locations
for the dispensary. One of the ap-
plicants stated that our town was a
good location due to Center for
Disease Control data that showed
Norwood is in a highly concen-
trated cluster of diseases that
would be treatable with medical
marijuana. Interestingly, it was also
stated that marijuana would prob-
ably be legalized for all adults
sometime in the near future, bring-
ing in tax dollars, doing away with
dispensaries. If that is the case, I
would probably want to trust a dis-
pensary with the honesty of a prod-
uct rather than taking a chance
with just any storefront.  

OUR TOWN’S DPW
AND LIGHT DEP’T  
Thank you DPW for the job

you do in making the streets of our
town safe during and after a snow
event. From all the bordering
towns, one always realizes they
have entered Norwood due to the
excellent condition of our roads
compared to from whence they
came.  Also, thank you to our light
department for their rapid response
to outages, even during the storm!
We appreciate all you do for us.  

LOOKS VERY NICE
  New receptacles have been

delivered to Highland Cemetery.
Head of the cemetery, Paul
Ranalli, had them designed and
made at Blue Hills for our town.
Thanks Paul, they do make a dif-
ference!

  IS IT TRUE?  
Why is our military ‘dumping’

hundreds of our heroic war dogs?
Most of our soldiers want to keep
their dogs after both their deploy-
ments are over. The government
has contracted with a firm, and
then the soldiers got to pat their
partners and say goodbye as the
dogs are herded onto a truck and
driven away. The soldiers were
told they could apply to adopt their
dogs, but have found that their
buddies have been dumped to ci-
vilians. What else do our mili-
tary heroes have to endure at
the hands of a White House ad-
ministration that does not care
about them?

  MY SAY
      Why is there less and less

money in Social Security funds?
Could it be that the money is and
has been used for illegal alien
healthcare, transplants, food
programs, housing, DBT cards,
etc?                           Last year
650,000 drivers’ licenses were
‘awarded’ to illegal aliens in
California. Does that mean that
we ‘legals’ are the only people
that have to abide by American
law? It’s a ‘free-for-all’ for every-
one else it seems.   BYE GUYS, en-
joy the lack of snow.  

“There’s nothing to Benghazi,
why don’t they give it up?” Hillary
Clinton  (It wasn’t her loved ones
that were savagely murdered.)

Jackie Saber
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Selectmen hear public safety
update from NPD and NFD

Sam NickSam NickSam NickSam NickSam Nickererererersonsonsonsonson
Staff Reporter

The Board of Selectmen
heard a public safety update
for the month of February from
both the fire and police chiefs
during its meeting on March 1.

Chief of Police Bill Brooks
said law enforcement agencies
around the area were now dis-
seminating surveillance im-
ages of a suspect wanted for
robbery of the Rite Aid on
Walpole Street. Brooks said
the individual passed a note
and did not appear to be armed.
He also said the suspect took
drugs and not cash from the
store.

Brooks also recounted an-
other Walpole Street robbery
that took place earlier in the
month, when AJ’s Market was
entered by a masked man
armed with a knife, who was
eventually chased off by an
employee.

Brooks said that two more
Norwood Police new hires
would be graduating from the
Transit Police Academy in
around a week, while two fe-
male officers had also entered
the Boston Police Academy.
Officers Patrick Bishop and
Enid Miller were both trained
as field training officers - the
officers who break in new
hires - during the month as
well.

Overall, the department re-
ported a “slow period” for both
arrests and overdoses in town.
On the Chief’s report, there
were only 62 incidents in the
arrests/complaints category for
the period of Jan. 26 - Feb. 22.

The Selectmen approved a
donation from the Norwood
Junior Woman’s Club that
would go towards funding two
programs through the Police
Department: a rape/aggression
defense course taught by Sgt.
Sarah Lyden, and a Youth
Academy for eighth graders
that will take place over two
five-day periods over the
course of a year.

Fire Chief Tony Greeley
also reported a “very typical
month” as far as activity for his
department. He said that Feb-
ruary was very similar to Janu-
ary, minus the three fires that
took place in January. Instead,
the department had mostly
medical runs and dealt with
damaged pipes during the cold
snap that took place early in
the month. Medical runs now
account for 72 percent of the
department’s activity for the
fiscal year.

Greeley said the depart-
ment was called out of town on
mutual aid 26 times during the
month, which he said was a big
number. One such call was for
a two-alarm fire in Sharon that
was triggered by a lightning
strike and eventually mani-
fested in a home basement.

Greeley said all three of
the new hires were now
working with the department
- though one was restricted to
medical runs until he attends
the academy later this month
- and that the three injured-
on-duty members would all be
back to work by March 10.

Also during the meeting,
Selectman Bill Plasko pro-
posed that the Board accept a

new charter created by the
Economic Development Com-
mittee - of which he is the vice
chair - that details what ex-
actly the role  and makeup of
the committee is. The Eco-
nomic Development Commit-
tee is not a standing commit-
tee, but is rather an arm of
the Selectmen. The charter
was accepted unanimously.

According to Chairman
Paul Bishop, the bill to bring
additional beer and wine li-
censes to South Norwood
had been signed by Governor
Charlie Baker, and four li-
censes are now available for
businesses  in  the  South
Norwood General Business
District. The bill had been
delayed when the legislature
changed the licenses to all
alcoholic beverage licenses,
which Town Meeting did not
vote for when it authorized
the request last year.

Selectwoman Helen
Abdallah Donohue clarified
that the licenses would not be
distributed right away and that
there was  an appl ica t ion
process that must be fol-
lowed, which requires the
approval of the Selectmen
and the Alcoholic Bever-
ages Commission.

Plasko said that the lo-
cal laws that were devel-
oped to govern the addi-
tional special beer and wine
licenses in the Uptown Busi-
ness District should be re-
vised so that they could ap-
ply to the licenses available
for South Norwood as well.
Both sets of  l icenses are
for serving beer and wine at
tables with food.
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Some of this and that
OPINION Override continued from page 1

Candidates continued from page 1

ing, there were ways that citi-
zens could secure an override
vote by the end of the year. For
instance, it could be voted on at
the May Town Meeting and a
special election could be called
in June, or it could be voted on
during the November election
and the fall Special Town Meet-
ing during the same month.

In any case, the votes must
take place within 90 days of
each other. And the working
group also discussed the grav-
ity of such a proposal.

“The override is a long term

cost,” Greeley said. “The con-
cept of an operational override
gives you a one-time infusion of
funds.”

Greeley said even though the
override would provide a one-
time infusion of funds, the tax
base would be affected from
there on out, meaning that plan-
ning for the future impacts
would be necessary.

He said that of the towns
they studied, many “didn’t think
long term enough” when it came
to hiring and use of the funds.

“The three of us (in the work-
ing group) agreed that if the
town were to proceed with an
override, we shouldn’t take the
approach in year one where we
need ‘x’ amount of money and
stop there,” Greeley said.

Bill Plasko, who served on
the working group, said that if
the Town sought a $4 million
override, the residential tax rate
wouldn’t shift its position

among peer communities, as it
would only move them up above
one such town. According to
Plasko, this is evidence that an
override would not make
Norwood less desirable from a
tax standpoint. That said, the
increases in the tax base from
the override do remain in place
“forever,” he said.

Therefore, Plasko said that
while an override might not be
necessary for fiscal 2017, the
Town would likely need to con-
tinue the conversation regarding
town revenue. In the meantime,

the working group said non-
override revenue sources could
include onetime sales of assets,
seeking new grant funding and
donations, or a change in how
revenues are divided, with 55
percent going to the Schools and
45 percent going to the general
government.

The other alternative, they
said, would be a reduction of
services provided to residents.

Greeley said that an
override’s potential benefits
would include added services or
at least “maintaining appropri-
ate community service levels.”
An override could also fund
projects that would lead to fu-
ture cost savings.

“We’re not trying to be one
of the ‘W’ towns just for the sake
of that,” Greeley said.

On the other hand, Greeley
said a “potential downside of
that is that somebody’s got to
pay the bill. Any individual in

the town who is cash strapped
... hard pressed to find additional
funds, this would be an added
burden to their tax rate.”

Town Manager John Carroll
said he hadn’t heard that
Norwood was “desperate” for
an override, and said that gen-
eral government had balanced
its budget and the Schools
looked like they could do so
without one this year.

The Budget Balancing Com-
mittee voted to table the over-
ride discussion, but not end it.

“If we’re going to do this, we

have to do it right,” Greeley said,
noting the planning that would
be required.

Budget bolstered by GIC es-
timates

The Budget Balancing Com-
mittee also found that because
fewer Town of Norwood em-
ployees are opting for
Norwood’s Group Insurance
plans, there were some savings
that could be added to the Fiscal
2017 budget. The Town esti-
mated the savings would amount
to around $500,000 for this year
and $400,000 for Fiscal 2017. It
was also announced that
Norwood’s state aid was increasing
by $72,000 for the upcoming fiscal
year.

The committee approved a rec-
ommendation that $150,000 be
used towards a buildings and
grounds study proposed by the
School Committee, $50,000 to-
wards OPEB, and the remainder go
towards the Fiscal 2017 budget.

“The override is a long term cost.
The concept of an operational override gives you a
onetime infusion of funds.”

- Joseph Greeley

which cuts are announced in the
news, but then put back weeks
later.

Mullen also said she’d like
to advocate for a “strong par-
ent coalition” that is larger and
broader than the individual par-
ent-teacher organizations and
councils.

“I’m a real team person. I’d
like to see staff, administrators,
and parents come together, I’d
love to see parents form a coa-
lition that will benefit the kids,
and not have to eliminate any-
thing from them,” Mullen said.

Mullen also said that if
elected, she’d look into utiliz-
ing teachers within the system
better by bringing about more
in-house professional work-
shops. She also said teachers
should be visiting other sys-
tems “rather than reinventing
the wheel,” to learn about best
practices.

Bodenhofer, an engineer by
trade, has lived with her fam-
ily in Norwood for 14 years.
She has two children who have
gone through Norwood Public
Schools from kindergarten.

Bodenhofer has volunteered
on Superintendent’s advisory
committees and on the
Coakley Middle School coun-
cil, at the Prescott Elementary
School and at the Willett Early
Childhood Education Center.

“I have that connection to
the schools and that view-
point,” Bodenhofer said.

She is also a Town Meet-
ing member and has volun-
teered with Norwood Youth
Soccer, the Norwood Ecu-
menical Food pantry and other
community organizations
around town.

“I’ve been involved in vol-
unteering for Norwood Public
Schools for a long time ... now
just seems like a good time to
get involved in a more official
capacity,” Bodenhofer said.
“I’m an advocate for all stu-
dents in Norwood and I think
I bring a unique perspective.”

Like her counterparts,
Bodenhofer also thinks the
budget is a “frustrating pro-
cess for all involved.” She
said the School Committee
should have members who

will “communicate the true
needs of the schools as a
whole,” because the more that
can be done, the “better they
will be.”

Bodenhofer said she
would also like to see the
Schools publish a plan that
includes specific goals for the
school system, including bud-
get projections and projected
operational expenses.

As a parent, Bodenhofer
said she has a vested interest
in improving the Norwood
Public Schools, and was ex-
cited to see there was compe-
tition for the seats on the Com-
mittee.

Rau Rogers agreed with
Bodenhofer’s sentiment about
the contested race.

“I love a contested race. I
fully believe that incumbent
candidates should have to de-
fend why they deserve to stay
in a particular office after a term
is complete,” Rau Rogers said.
“I also believe that these terms
are short enough for new faces
to get involved and make com-
mitments that are reasonable.”

So, I’m taking a left onto Washington St. off of Mylod in
South Norwood and the MBTA #34 bus goes whizzing by
me. Now, this was about 7:30 am and I am watching this
driver fly down this heavily travelled secondary road, past
the Coakley  while school is in session, slamming on the
brakes to make his scheduled stops and then zooming off
again. This is an accident just waiting to happen...

You may notice in this week’s issue that the School Com-
mittee has miraculously averted disaster, once again, by find-
ing the necessary funds to avoid the calamitous cuts they
love to threaten the public with annually, just to remind resi-
dents of how difficult it is budgeting for a school system.
Okay, we get it, we know you don’t have enough money to
do everything you would like to do, but enough with this
annual rite of February of scaring the bejeebers out of par-
ents of school kids, like threatening $500 bus fees to already
strapped families. Courtney Rau Rogers, in announcing the
bus fees have been scaled down to $300 said the original
increase was done “to prove a point.” Methinks a finer point
would be to do your job without the theatrics, and just as-
sume residents appreciate that schools are constantly under
pressure to do more with less...

There is finally a horse race for vacant seats on the Board
of Selectmen and School Committee, which is always a good
thing. There appear to be good, qualified applicants and the
next month or so should be quite interesting to those who
care about what goes on around Town. This year, might I
suggest particular attention be paid less on who is the more
popular or well known figures in Town, and more on their
past experiences and contributions to the Town’s well be-
ing. Have they educated kids before, have they had to deal
with budgets, how have they stepped up in service to
Norwood beyond perhaps employment, and more in the form
of sitting on substantive committees, working with kids in
youth programs and sports or volunteering a helping hand
during events like parades or Norwood Day, etc? Have they
served as a Town Meeting Member and, if so, what have
their attendance records been like in the past number of
years?  All of these things serve as a barometer of sorts in
determining who is more interested in the quality of the lives
of Norwood residents instead of just the pomp and circum-
stance of the positions. Lawn signs and hand waving at traf-
fic lights are nice, but here’s hoping voters get down to the
nitty gritty of each of the candidates before casting a ballot.
Goodness knows, this Town needs plenty of personal atten-
tion by its public officials...

One of the largest piece of underutilized commercial ge-
ography in Norwood is over on Morse St where discussions
are underway to either do a zoning overlay for that property
to make it easier for developers to renovate, or make a by-
law change to all manufacturing zones in Town. We’re not
against discussions of this sort to try and reinvigorate these
neighborhood commercial areas, but we did take note that at
the Morse St. site a number of tax abatements have been
issued in the past, last year alone totaling almost $50k. Is it
unreasonable to think that, at a minimum, owners of these
properties would be asked to put some effort into keeping
their assets from becoming eyesores and blights on the neigh-
borhoods? What does the Town get in return for this forfei-
ture of revenue, and is the argument by owners of how their
property values have been decimated mitigated now that
many of these properties are eyed as potential residential
development sites, at least until Norwood hits the seeming
mythical 40B housing thresholds? Perhaps in return for grant-
ing these subsidies Norwood could seek assurances from
owners that they will not seek 40B status to build multi-unit
housing or, if they do, pledge to return every abatement  dollar
granted to them in the past...

Just a quick reminder, if you haven’t checked out our new
website at www.norwoodrecord.com please do so. It’s now
free and easier to navigate and you can even post comments
after each of the articles and columns expressing virtually
anything you would like, anonymously, unlike our Letters to
the Editor section of our newspaper. All we ask is you keep
the language clean and stay on point relative to the content
you are commenting on...Come on, here’s your chance to
tell us how we’re doing in the comfort of complete anonym-
ity.  How can you pass that up?... Dennis Cawley
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NPS students win art awards
Sam NickSam NickSam NickSam NickSam Nickererererersonsonsonsonson

Staff Reporter

The Norwood Public
Schools’ Visual Arts Depart-
ment cleaned up at the Boston
Globe Scholastic Art Awards
this year, as 19 students were
selected as winners.

The statewide art competi-
tion honors the best artwork
created by students at the sec-
ondary level in Massachusetts.
The awards are considered the
longest-running and among
the largest creative competi-
tion for teenagers in the coun-

try. Judges evaluated work for
skill, originality and vision.

Top winners, who receive a
Gold Key award, then move on
to a national competition and
have their work shown at the
Cambridge location of interna-
tional education organization,
Education First, from March 5-
20.

Gold and Silver Key win-
ners are also honored with a
ceremony at the Museum of
Fine Arts in Boston. There is
also an Honorable Mention
level.

“The Visual Arts Depart-

ment is very proud of our
winners, as well as all of the
students whose work we en-
tered,” Department Chair
Laurie Mead McGrory said.
“Their hard work and deter-
mination has culminated in
their achievement.”

Of the 19 Norwood stu-
dent works awarded, three
came from the Coakley
Middle School and 16 came
from students at Norwood
High School.

“It speaks to the quality

AAAAAwwwwwararararardsdsdsdsds
Continued on page 6

Added funds allow Schools to reduce fees and cuts
Sam NickSam NickSam NickSam NickSam Nickererererersonsonsonsonson

Staff Reporter

The School Committee
avoided doubling the bus fees,
increasing preschool tuition
and was able to add cut staff
back into its fiscal 2017 bud-
get after favorable aid from the
state and town insurance sav-
ings.

Superintendent James
Hayden reported that there was
a revenue increase from the
state cherry sheet and the Bud-
get Balancing Committee had
identified savings from the
Town’s group insurance com-
mission that could be put to-
wards the fiscal 2017 budget.

The cherry sheet increases
resulted in an additional
$226,000 that boosted the bud-
get to $4,823,311. Hayden also
said the School Committee cut
$12,000 or so more than they
needed to from the budget dur-
ing the first round of reductions
that could now be added back.

After money from the group
insurance savings was put to-
wards Other Post Employment
Benefits (OPEB) and possibly
funding a $150,000 town-wide
building study, it was discussed
at Budget Balancing that the
remaining $300,000 could go to
the School side without the 55-
45 percent revenue split with
the general government, though
no vote was taken on the mat-

ter. The School Committee
voted to include the $300,000
in their calculations.

A motion by John Badger to
increase Chapter 70 estimates
from $1.2 million to $1.3 mil-
lion also passed, freeing up an
additional $100,000. In total,
the School Committee had
$639,516 to add back into the
budget.

The Committee voted to re-
scind its action to double bus
fees to $500 per student and
instead increased this year’s
fees by $50. Next school year,
bus fees will be $300 per stu-
dent with a $750 family cap.
The increase would net the
Schools $48,000 in additional
funding.

Superintendent James
Hayden said the $500 fee could
result in less ridership, traffic
chaos and an increase in tardi-
ness.

Lisa Igoe said that while she
was certainly in favor of de-
creasing the fees, she felt teach-
ers needed to be put back first.
She also said many residents
she spoke with did not think
that the increase was real.

Courtney Rau Rogers said
she understood McDonough’s
earlier points about decreased
ridership, though the increase
was done “to prove a point.”

Patrick McDonough said
they were “not going to have
students in the classroom if they

can’t get there.”
The School Committee also

reneged on its $2 per hour in-
crease to preschool tuition fees,
and instead opted for a $1 per
hour increase. Hayden said the
$2 per hour increase for a four-
day program might mean the
district would not get enough
model students to offset the
costs of the program (families
with students with special
needs and those on education
plans do not pay for pre-
school).

Hayden said that of the 12
actual staff positions that had
been cut from the budget in

the first round of reductions,
the available funding would
allow them to put back six
FTE’s.

At the High School, the
School Committee reinstated
a math teacher and an English
teacher. Hayden said this was
based on MCAS and SAT
scores and the ability to have
a drop-in English lab to re-
duce special education refer-
rals.

At the elementary level,
the School Committee voted
to reinstate a first grade
teacher and a third grade
teacher at the Balch School, a

first grade teacher at the
Oldham, a third grade teacher
at the Oldham, a first grade
teacher at the Prescott and a
fourth grade teacher at the
Prescott.

These additions drastically
reduced class sizes in many of
the grade levels. For instance,
keeping a third grade teacher at
the Oldham School reduced class
sizes from 27.5 to 18.6 students.

After the additions, the School
Committee again had a $15,320
budget gap to reach. Hayden said
he would take until the next meet-
ing to find “things instead of stuff”
to reduce in order to meet that goal.
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Awards
continued from page 5

A total of 19 works of art created by Norwood Public Schools students,
such as the one above, received honors from the Boston Globe Scholas-
tic Art Awards.

COURTESY PHOTO

of our program,” McGrory said.
“Students in Norwood benefit
from taking art sequentially
from first grade through eighth
grade and then have the option
to continue in the Visual Arts
for four years. Without a good
Visual Arts program, this level
of achievement would be im-
possible.”

McGrory said that visual
arts education is an essential
part of teaching well-rounded
students because the process
requires students to “synthesize
all of their learning” from vari-
ous subjects of study.

“In particular, to create an
interesting composition, stu-
dents need to apply their math
skill. Art makes students think-
ing visible,” McGrory said.
“Like reading, the more you
practice art making the more
you improve.”

McGrory said the Scholas-
tic Art Awards help recognize
the hard work and dedication of
students who often do all of this
synthesizing subconsciously.

“It felt really nice to get hon-
orable mentions for my pho-
tos,” Norwood High Junior
Isabella Bennett said. “I felt
really happy to have my
projects seen and recognized
along with all of the other stu-
dents and their amazing work.
The arts program and photog-
raphy in particular have helped
me realize what I want to do in
life, which is make art and take
photos. It helped me see how
many people are passionate
about the arts and how I can
possibly help keep the arts alive
in schools.”

It’s a busy month for the
Norwood Public Schools arts
programs, as the Friends of the
Visual Arts in Norwood hosted
its Annual Youth Art Month ben-
efit show on March 2 at

Norwood High School.
The Coakley Middle School

Scholastic Art Awards winners
were: Valerie Chaika, grade 8,
who was awarded a Silver Key
for her printmaking piece,
Flower; Erin Fitzsimmons,
grade 8, who received an Hon-
orable Mention for her
printmaking piece, The Grapes;
and Ava Hurwitz, grade 8, who
received an Honorable Mention
for printmaking piece, The Lone
Flower.

At Norwood High School,
the winners included: *Isabella
Bennett, grade 11-Honorable
Mention, Photography, Window
Of Thought *Isabella Bennett,
grade 11 - Honorable Mention,
Photography, Look! *Kayla
Dicesare, grade 9 - Silver Key,
Digital Art, Awareness *Anna
Dyckes, grade 12 - Honorable
Mention, Art Portfolio, Anna’s
Land *Anna Dyckes, grade 12 -
Honorable Mention, Sculpture,

Expansion *Anna Dyckes grade
12- Silver Key, Sculpture, Bloom
*Aislinn Keady, grade 10 - Silver
Key, Design, Whoosh *Nickole
Klarou, grade 11 - Gold Key,
Drawing and Illustration, Abel
*Nickole Klarou, grade 11 - Hon-
orable Mention, Drawing and Il-
lustration, Reaching *Nickole
Klarou, grade 11 - Honorable
Mention, Drawing and Illustra-
tion, The sound of an Elephant
*Nickole Klarou, grade 11 - Hon-
orable Mention, Drawing and Il-
lustration, Water Falling * Nickole
Klarou, grade 11 - Silver Key,
Drawing and Illustration, Emer-
gence * Chloe Lundin, grade 12 -
Silver Key, Architecture, Home
Beginnings Imagined *John
McCarey, grade 12 - Gold Key,
Photography, Lather, Rinse, Re-
peat *Ian Moulton, grade 11 - Sil-
ver Key, Photography, Where To
Now *Mya Tomlinson, grade 9 -
Honorable Mention, Digital Art,
Held In The Air
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We are -“The Local Guys”

Call or visit our website today to order!

www.norwoodlight.com
781-948-1120    8AM – 8PM

$99.99

Digital Cable TV &
75 Mbps Extreme Internet
(Includes all of the most popular channels on all your TVs)

& 1 HD/DVR Included!
$99.99 /mo.

Regular price. Not a promotional price!

NLB has the best LOCAL service in Norwood!!

New Residential customers
Switch to NLB in March and get:

SWITCH TO NORWOOD
LIGHT BROADBAND

TODAY!

FREE
1ST MONTH

of Service!

FREE
1ST MONTH

of Service!
+ FREE INSTALLATION!*

*$99 Installation charge applies if service is disconnected within the first 90 days!
Free 1st month of service offer valid to new or former NLB RESIDENTIAL customers, in good standing, who have not had any NLB service in last 
90 days. Free month is for the package price only. Package prices do not include optional services, equipment, taxes or Government fees. 
A $3.18 programming surcharge and/or $2.95 modem charge may also apply depending upon the services ordered. Installation is free on up to 
4 TV outlets. $24.95 Telephone activation fee applies on orders that include home telephone service. Broadband service is not available to all 
addresses in Norwood. Internet speeds vary and are not guaranteed.   Offer ends Mar. 31, 2016.

Sales line open

BBBBBANKRANKRANKRANKRANKRUPTUPTUPTUPTUPTCYCYCYCYCY REAL ESTREAL ESTREAL ESTREAL ESTREAL ESTAAAAATETETETETE

• Personal & Business
• End Collection Harassment
• Eliminate Debt
• Prevent Foreclosures

• Purchase & Sale
• Business Organization
• Business Leases

OSBORNE & FONTE
A Full Service Law Firm

Call for a
Free Consultation

(781) 326-3875
20 EASTBROOK RD.

SUITE 304
DEDHAM, MA 02026

Visit our website at www.osborne-fonte.com
GENERAL BUSINESS LAW • PROBATE

COMMERCIAL COLLECTIONS • WILL/TRUSTS

Chief Brooks spoke alongside Gov. Charlie Baker last week during the
launch of a new prescription drug disposal and awareness program in
the Commonwealth called MyOldMeds.

COURTESY PHOTO

Brooks speaks on drug program

Norwood Chief of Police Bill Brooks helped
kick off a prescription disposal program on Feb.
24 with Gov. Charlie Baker and Pharmaceutical
Research and Manufacturers of America CEO
Steven Ubl.

The event, which took place at the State
House, launched MyOldMeds
(www.MyOldMeds.com), which allows indi-
viduals to dispose of old prescription medica-
tion in the home.

Brooks spoke on the role of police in com-
bating addiction’s effects on public health, and
how that must also expand to public assistance
programs like MyOldMeds.

“Today, many police departments have pro-
grams in place, formal and informal, and are a
resource for families struggling with this public
health nightmare. If you know someone who is
struggling with abuse, reach out to your local
police department. We’re here to help,” he said.

“When medicines are taken in ways that are
not prescribed, or by someone for which they
were not prescribed, they can cause an array of
adverse health effects, including overdose and
even death,” Norwood Police said in a statement.
The department cited the statistic that in Massa-
chusetts in 2014, more than 1,000 people died
from overdoses of opioids, a 3.3 percent increase
compared to 2013.

“It’s a challenging public health challenge
which requires a three-prong approach involv-
ing prevention, enforcement and treatment,”
Brooks said.

The Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Associa-
tion, of which Brooks has long been in a leader-
ship role, will be providing information about
MyOldMeds and prescription disposal to every
police chief in Massachusetts.

According to MyOldMeds.com, one of the
easiest ways to prevent misuse of old or unau-
thorized prescriptions is to establish proper dis-
posal methods. The program encourages people
to take inventory of both their prescription medi-
cations and over-the-counter medications several
times each year, taking note of expiration dates.

It also urges that medications be secured in a
safe place away from children and teenagers. One
of the more seemingly obvious suggestions is that
medicines should be taken exactly as prescribed
by the doctor. MyOldMeds also encourages
adults to speak with children about the dangers
of prescription drug abuse, and to research in-
home and community-sponsored drug disposal.
For instance, National Take Back Day will hap-
pen on April 30, and municipalities will provide
resources for ways to safely dispose of unwanted
medications.

In Norwood, prescription drugs can be
dropped off at the Public Safety Building on
Nahatan Street, as there is a collection box there
for that purpose.

Brooks noted that while enforcement of drug
laws and preventing trafficking are a more vis-
ible component of police work related to sub-
stance abuse, the Norwood Police Department
is also focused on helping addicts and prevent-
ing substance use by would-be addicts. Still, he
noted that a treatment-only approach would not
get them very far.

“Clearly it is our responsibility to identify and
apprehend people who traffic in heroin, fenta-
nyl and prescription opiates,” Brooks said. Al-
though our focus of late has been to shore up the
prongs of prevention and treatment, and we agree
with those initiatives, we will make no progress
if drug dealers go about their business unscathed.
If we do nothing but treat addicted people, we
will treat a lot of people for a very long time.”

Sam NickSam NickSam NickSam NickSam Nickererererersonsonsonsonson
Staff Reporter
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Frank Reflections/
Frank Sullivan

ROCK AND A HARD PLACE

You know that you will not
be “liked” if you say what is on
your mind, regarding the Blue
Blood issue, so you dummy up.
Who wants to confront what truly
is going on in a world where spill-
ing Blue Blood is glorified?  Ap-
parently, Chris Rock and his
laughing audience.  Isn’t that
right, Matt Damon?

“Blue Bloods,” our first line
of defense against anarchists and
common street thugs, endure
these chants: “Pigs in a blanket;
fry them like bacon. What do we
want?  Dead cops.  When do we
want them?  Now.”

You can’t believe that another
police officer has been cut down
in the line of duty.  Ashley
Guindon, 28, a Prince William
County Police Officer, was a
United States Marine Corps Re-

servist who, before being hired
as a full-time police officer, had
interned with the Prince William
Department, in the area of Foren-
sics.

Guindon, a New Hampshire
native, had also obtained her
Master’s Degree in Forensics
from George Washington Uni-
versity.  Why?  She wanted to
serve; she wanted to be a police
officer.  She had a passion for her
calling.

How many more “Blue”
lives, of all colors, races, genders
and ethnicities must be taken —
shattered by that pop, pop, pap,
pop, pap-pap, pow, pow, of law-
lessness?

Why the silence when it
comes to loudly denouncing dis-
respect for police? Why the cow-
ardice when decrying serious in-
juries to officers and/or the kill-
ing of officers in the line of duty.

Is it because Blue Blood is
worthless in terms of public re-
action, and media coverage?
Never in the history of policing
have our men and women in Blue
been in such danger.

I suppose Chris Rock forgot
that danger when he disrespected
all police, recently.  In Rock’s
haste to sharpen his aim during
last Sunday evening’s Academy
Award monologue, he chuckled,
“This year, things are going to be
a little different... This year, in the
‘In Memoriam’ package, it’s just
going to be black people that
were shot by the cops on their
way to the movies ... yes I said

it!”
Next, Matt Damon was seen

laughing and applauding.  An-
other exhibit of the hypocrisy of
the Hollywood elite, relying on
their bodyguards, and their po-
lice escorts to and from their
gated communities.

I get it. I should lighten up,
right. Rock was only making a
joke.

Please.
Rock thought it funny to dis-

regard that Officer Guindon, on
her first shift as a police officer,
was gunned down, less than 24
hours prior to his outlandish at-
tempt at humor.  Remember the

“lighten up” admonition the next
time you hear a non-PC joke.

Sometimes, when caught be-
tween a rock and a hard place,
comedians will forego the telling
of a joke. Rock could have, out
of respect for Guindon, her fam-
ily and her fellow officers across
the world, taken the joke out of
his diversity diatribe.  What the
heck, Blue Lives Don’t Matter.

By the way, Chris, can you
tell us how many black people
have been “shot by the cops on
their way to the movies?”

Army Sergeant, Ronald
Hamilton, 32, was charged with
two counts of murder; one for

allegedly killing Officer
Guindon, the other for allegedly
killing his wife, after she had
called police.  Hamilton also
faces charges for allegedly
wounding two other officers
who responded to the domestic
violence call at the Hamilton
residence.

Yes, a Domestic Violence
call, some of the most danger-
ous situations to which officers
respond, daily, nightly, and
weekly.

Hey, they wanted the job.
Move on. Right Michael
Moore? Right Chris Rock?
Sure.  Move on until the next
time the public, especially the
Hollywood elite, dial 911.

Nine police officers, in the
U.S., were killed in February
2016, alone. In Boston, a year
ago this month, Boston Police
Officer John Moynihan was shot
in the face, in the line of duty.
Two months ago, Officer Kurt
Stokinger was shot and injured,
while on duty, by a career crimi-
nal.

Neither Ashley Guindon’s
character nor dedication pre-
vented the determined, enthusi-
astic, young, intelligent officer
from being killed in the line of
duty.

Sticks and stones and a
“Rock” may break our bones,
but jokes do have consequences.
Black and blue marks are not the
only signs of severe injury.  The
inside, lasting, scars hurt even
more.

Fox25 paid tribute to slain police officer Ashley Guindon, a New Hamp-
shire native who was killed on her first day on the job.

PHOTO COURTESY FOX 25 BOSTON
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THE PATH TO YOUR FIRST 

HOME STARTS HERE!

First Time Homebuyer Seminar

Tuesday, March 15th 6:00 - 7:30 pm at Norwood Bank

www.norwoodbank.com

•  First Time Homebuyer 

•  Homeowner’s insurance 

2015 Town Meeting again
marked by no-shows

Town Meeting met twice in 2015, for five days in May and two days in
November, with an average attendance of 159 members.

Attendance peaked on the first day of the May Town Meeting, May 11, with
185 members present and only 68 absent. The next highest date was the third
day of the May Town Meeting, May 18, with 171 members present and 82
absent.

The lowest attendance dates belonged to the final days of both May and
November Town Meetings, May 28 and Nov. 16. On May 28, only 141 were in
attendance, with 112 absent. On Nov. 19, only 143 members were present, with
109 absent.

Each year, there are a number of members who do not attend any of the
Town Meeting dates. In 2015, there were 26 no-shows, 16 of whom had terms
that expire in 2016.

The full list of members who did not attend a single date of Town Meeting
is: Robert Arnold 2017, Donna Breen 2016, Edward J. Brown 2018, Christo-
pher Campilio 2016, Amy Carr 2016, Peter Downing 2016, John D. Farrell
2016, William Gorman Jr. 2018, Mark Hoover 2016, Stephen Houston 2017,
Michael J. Howard 2017, Amy Kelly 2016, Richard T. King 2016, Stephen
Lydon, Jr. 2016, Dennis Mawn 2018, Michael McDonough 2018, David Mueller
2016, Christopher Padden 2017, Christopher Queally 2016, Andrew Quinn
2016, Kevin Reilly 2016, Jennifer Ronco 2016, Kevin Ronco 2016, John Sa-
lute 2017, Scott St. Cyr 2016, and William G. Sullivan, Sr. 2017.

Of those members, the only ones with terms expiring this year who intend to
seek re-election are Peter Downing of District 2, Richard King of District 7 and
Kevin Reilly of District 8.

MaryLou Folan of the Town Clerk’s office said that while a complete list is
still being generated, the only district where there is a contested race is in District
4. “All the other districts need people,” she said.

Additionally, there were 15 members who only attended one date between
both Town Meetings. These included: Francesco Conidi 2016, Robert Disario
2017, Denis Drummey 2017, Christine Carroll 2017, Dale Day 2016, Kevin
Gagliard 2016, Timothy Gearty 2017, Todd Gundlach 2017, Maria Henry 2018,
James M. Mahoney 2017, Virginia Lenhart 2016, Thomas O’Toole 2017, Darrin
Reynolds 2016, Emily Spencer 2018, and Joseph Turner 2017.

“I think that frankly, if they’re running for Town Meeting they should show
up because they’re just wasting everybody’s time,” District 7 member Kevin
Pentowski said. “Most people don’t know how Town Meeting functions. So a
lot of people just think, ‘so and so is our Town Meeting rep,’ and think it’s
covered.”

Pentowski, who attended all seven of the Town Meeting nights in 2015, said
that he is also frustrated by how Town Meeting seems dominated by a few
members who too quickly move the question to bring articles to a vote.

“Couple that with lack of attendance, those are the two big issues I see,”
Pentowski said. “A lot of people don’t understand Town Meeting is just a couple
times a year for a few nights. It’s not that big of a commitment. A minor incon-
venience, if anything, it’s a necessary means to an end.”

One of the members - who asked not to be named - contacted about their
attendance said they were continuing to deal with a medical situation in their
family, but still stayed up to date with happenings in town, via Norwood Public
Access Television broadcasts of committee meetings and Town Meeting.

Town Meeting’s ‘final authority,’ the Moderator, is a one-year position cur-
rently held by David Hern, Jr. In the past, Hern has said it was difficult to criti-
cize Town Meeting members for absences due to work or family obligations,
but had noticed a decline in attendance from previously prominent or vocal
members.

Norwood’s 252 Town Meeting members make up the Town’s legislative
body, the Representative Town Meeting, and each member is elected to a three-
year term to represent their voting district - there are nine voting districts in
Norwood. The Town Meeting body is tasked with appropriating funds for the
operating and capital budgets for each upcoming year, approving General and
Zoning bylaws and accepting or rejecting ‘local option’ statutes of state laws.

Sam NickSam NickSam NickSam NickSam Nickererererersonsonsonsonson
Staff Reporter
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Bill Clifford, left, shakes hands with Duxbury head coach John Blake, right,
after Norwood's final game of the season, a 5-1 loss to the Dragons.

PHOTO BY JAKE LEVIN

Jordan Curry, wearing No. 25 for Norwood, prepares for tipoff back in
Norwood's season opener vs. Milton on Dec. 11, 2015.

PHOTO BY JAKE LEVIN

Boys Basketball playoff notes
ahead of tourney bout

Boys hockey falls to Duxbury
as coach Clifford bids adieu

JakJakJakJakJake Lee Lee Lee Lee Levinvinvinvinvin
Staff Reporter

JakJakJakJakJake Lee Lee Lee Lee Levinvinvinvinvin
Staff Reporter

End of a season, end of an
era.

Bill Clifford confirmed his
retirement as head coach of the
Norwood boys hockey team
following last Wednesday’s
season-ending 5-1 loss to the
Duxbury Dragons, a merciful
end to a trying 0-19-1 swan
song for Clifford.

“The last couple of years I
was thinking [about it], but I
still had that passion,” said
Clifford after the game, the fi-
nal one of his 15-year career
as head coach of the Mustangs.
“I loved coming to the rink.
And then the last two
years...it’s not the wins and
losses, but it got more like a
job.”

Clifford, who spent 27
years with the Norwood
hockey program overall, is
leaving on his own terms.
Upon taking the job for the

2001-02 season, Clifford took
the Mustangs to the Div. 1
South tournament in 11 of the
next 13 seasons, a two-year
blip in 2006-07 and 2007-08
notwithstanding.

As recently as the winter of
2014 the Mustangs were 11-5-
4 and found themselves in
overtime of the Div. 1 South
semifinals, ultimately losing 5-
4 to the Barnstable Red Raid-
ers. But the team suffered mass
defections via graduation, fall-
ing to 3-12-5 a season ago.

Even more talent graduated
from a team that was already
goal-starved, leading to the
bottom completely falling out
this season. Norwood scored
the fewest goals of 54 Div. 1
teams across the state in each
of the last two seasons, the to-
tal falling from 24 to 19 this
year.

“The passion wasn’t there,”
said Clifford. “It was my deci-
sion, it had nothing to do with
wins and losses. It was time.”

James Piatelli will be the
answer to a future trivia ques-
tion, “who scored the final
goal for Norwood under Bill
Clifford,” his tally coming at
8:34 of the second period to
make it a 3-1 game at the time.

The Mustangs played all
three of their goalies a period
each, seniors Nick Gugliotta
and Ryan McGahey
bookending freshman Austin
Reardon in the middle period.
Reardon, who figures to be
Norwood’s starting goalie for
years to come, allowed just
one goal in his 15 minutes of
action. The freshman saved
nine of the 10 shots he faced
in all.

“I’ve had a lot of good play-
ers come through, I’ve met a
lot of great people through this
game,” recalled Clifford after
the buzzer sounded, somewhat
emotional as he came to terms
with the fact he’d just stepped
off the ice of Bajko Arena in
Hyde Park for the final time.

“It’s been fun. It’s been real
fun,” he said. “But it’s time to
move on now.”

No announcement has been
made on who will replace
Clifford, but the coach ex-
pected his replacement to be
named sooner rather than later.

“Whoever gets
it...Norwood’s had a great tra-

dition of hockey going back to
the early ’60s,” said the now-
former coach. “Norwood
hockey has done well. Even
the coaches before me, you
could call any team in the state
and they’ll say ‘yeah, we’ll
play Norwood.’ They know

BoBoBoBoBoys Hockys Hockys Hockys Hockys Hockeeeeeyyyyy
Continued on page 10

B y  t h e  t i m e  y o u ’ r e
reading this ,  one of  two
things will have happened
to the Norwood boys bas-
ketball team:

1 .  T h e y  w i l l  h a v e
beaten Hingham at home
i n  a  N o .  5  v s .  N o .  1 2
m a t c h - u p  i n  t h e  D i v.  2
South tournament and be
prepar ing  to  face  e i ther
the Randolph Blues Dev-
i l s  (on  the  road)  o r  the
Tech Boston Academy (at
home) tomorrow night.

2 .  T h e i r  s e a s o n  w i l l
have ended, upset by the
H a r b o r m e n  a t  h o m e  i n
Norwood’s  f i r s t  tourna-
ment foray since 2012.

S u c h  i s  l i f e  i n  t h e
postseason, where it’s win
or go home.

T h e  M u s t a n g s  ( 1 4 - 8 ,
14-6 for seeding purposes)

had won eight games com-
bined  over  the  prev ious
two seasons, nearly dou-
b l ing  tha t  to ta l  head ing
i n t o  y e s t e r d a y ’s  s h o w -
down with Hingham, a Pa-
t r i o t  L e a g u e  o p p o n e n t
with a 12-8 record.

T h e r e ’s  n o  q u e s t i o n
that Norwood, a team with
1 0  s e n i o r s ,  h a s  e n o u g h
veteran moxie to survive
a n d  a d v a n c e  i n  t h e
postseason. That’s regard-
less of the relative lack of
winning the players in the
program have experienced
as underclassmen; this up-
perclassmen-laden group
head coach Rich Cormier
has presided over, with 15
players total he feels com-
fortable inserting into any
situation, has lost enough
to know how to win.

The Mustangs haven’t
lost at home all season to
a  D i v.  2  o p p o n e n t  i n  a
game that counted towards
the  s tandings .  That  may
seem like a few too many

p e r m u t a t i o n s ,  b u t  i t ’s
v a l i d  h e r e .  N o r w o o d ’s
only losses at home came
to  Div.  1  Newton Nor th
a n d  i n  a n  e x c l u s i o n a r y
game vs .  Div.  2  Bishop
Feehan (the top seed in the
Div. 2 South tournament).
Warrants mentioning.

If  that  seems l ike too
much of a stretch to fudge
t h e  n u m b e r s ,  c o n s i d e r
th i s :  Norwood  de fea t ed
the No. 3 seed in the Div.
1 South tournament earlier
this season-on the road, no
less. The Mustangs won a
l o w - s c o r i n g  r o c k  f i g h t
with the Needham Rock-
ets ,  45-42,  back on Jan.
26.

They also took out  the
Braintree Wamps,  a  Div.
1 South tournament  team
(No.  9  seed) ,  a t  home in
o v e r t i m e  o n  D e c .  1 8 .
T h e s e  a r e  g a m e s  t h a t
Norwood teams from the

BoBoBoBoBoys Hoopsys Hoopsys Hoopsys Hoopsys Hoops
Continued on page 12
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Boys Hockey continued from page 10

Bill Clifford guided the Mustangs to the Division 1 South tournament in 11 of his 15 seasons as head coach,
topping out with a sectional final loss to the Marshfield Rams in 2005-06.

PHOTO BY JAKE LEVIN

they’ll get a battle.”
Even with diminished ex-

pectations, the Mustangs still
had a very strong nonleague
schedule this season, playing
games against two Super Eight
teams (Pope Francis and
Hingham) and two more Div.
1 South tournament teams
(Duxbury and Brockton, the
latter of whom Norwood tied

for its only point of the season
on Feb. 17).

Sean Mellen captained
Clifford’s final team, with
seven other seniors also mov-
ing on (in numerical order):
McGahey, Nick Naumann,
Mike Keady, Liam Ridge, TJ
Gover, John Gareri, and
Gugliotta. A young roster
awaits whoever is next in line

behind the bench.
Asked what he hoped his

lasting legacy would be,
Clifford smiled and hoped
Norwood residents would say
that “He put his heart into it,”
and opted to leave it at that.

“I’ll miss it,” resigned
Clifford.

“For a little while,
anyways."

Breaking down the Super
Eight Hockey Tournament

JakJakJakJakJake Lee Lee Lee Lee Levinvinvinvinvin
Staff Reporter

Now in its 26th season, the
Division 1A Super Eight tour-
ney has gained notoriety as be-
ing somewhat of a Catholic
Conference Invitational. Take
a look at the first 25 champi-
ons and you’ll see that 22 of
the trophies are in cases at
Catholic Conference schools.

The greatest debates
spawned from the Super Eight
selection are generally cen-
tered around which public
schools deserve a crack at it.
In any given year, anywhere
from two to four publics will
be selected for the Super Eight;
one, or two at most, will earn
a top-6 seed and thus avoid a
play-in round.

This year being no excep-
tion. While four publics made
the field, only one was placed
safely in the top 6.

The play-in round was held
on Monday night, so the field
has already shrunk from 10 to
a truly super eight. Here’s a
look at all 10 teams (listed by
seed), whether their selection
(or seeding) was warranted
and a breakdown of what to
expect moving forward:

1. BC High Eagles (17-0-
3, 37 points; plus-76 goal dif-
ferential)

One of just three unde-
feated teams in the entire state
(Marblehead in Div. 2,
Dartmouth in Div. 3) entering
tournament season, the Eagles
were an absolute no-brainer
for the top seed. Its three ties

came against teams in the field,
so the coronation of BCH as
undefeated champs is prema-
ture, but they are unquestion-
ably the favorite to capture its
first Super Eight title since
2007. They will take on the
Central Catholic Raiders in the
best-of-3 round.

2. Pope Francis Cardinals
(16-4-2, 35 points; plus-66
goal differential)

You may remember them as
the Springfield Cathedral Pan-
thers; Pope Francis is a new
school in Springfield that
formed as the result of a
merger between the old Cathe-
dral school and Holyoke
Catholic. The results on the ice
have been more of the same for
the Cardinals, whose 8-0 win
over Norwood this season isn’t

even its largest win of the sea-
son. Two of Pope’s losses are
against teams from out of state
(one from out of country,
even), but its other two are
against teams in this bracket,
including BC High. They face
the Hingham Harbormen in the
best-of-3 round.

3. Malden Catholic Lanc-
ers (15-3-3, 33 points; plus-53
goal differential)

Like Pope Francis above,
the Lancers have two losses vs.
teams from out of state.
Malden Catholic has played in
each of the last five Super
Eight title games, winning the
first four. The Austin Prep
Cougars await them in the
best-of-3 round.

4. St. John’s Prep Eagles
(14-2-4, 32 points; plus-48
goal differential)

Here you’ll find the defend-
ing champs, fresh off ending
MC’s reign and bringing the
hardware to Danvers for the
first time. SJP has flown un-
der the radar a bit this season,
but with only two losses (to
BCH and MC, no less) they’re
as dangerous as any team in the
field, and the last of our truly
“no-brainer” selections. They
face the Burlington Red Dev-
ils in the best-of-3 round.

5. Burlington Red Devils
(17-1-3, 37 points; plus-61
goal differential)

It’s hard to find enough
people who’ll agree on a pub-
lic schools inclusion unani-
mously, but the Red Devils
might be close. Runaway
champions of the Middlesex
League’s Freedom Division,
Burlington hasn’t lost since
Dec. 23. The Middlesex sched-
ule is truly a grind, but it’s an
ever-so-slight red flag that the
Red Devils haven’t faced a
Catholic Conference opponent
all season, which isn’t some-
thing you could say about an-
other public school further
down this list.

6. Austin Prep Cougars
(13-4-3, 29 points; plus-22
goal differential)

The Cougars no doubt de-
served inclusion in the Super
Eight, but I’m not so sure I
agree with their spot in the top-
6 and the bye that comes along
with it. What undoubtedly
helps the Cougars is that while
they went 0-3 vs. teams seeded
above them, they were 2-0-1
vs. teams seeded below. They
also possess far and away the
smallest goal differential in the
tournament, its 56 goals scored
also the fewest.

7. Arlington Spy Ponders
(15-3-3, 33 points; plus-45
goal differential; ELIMI-
NATED)

The Spy Ponders lost their
play-in game to Hingham, 4-
2, unable to overcome giving
up two goals in the first 3:31
of the contest. It was still a
great season for Arlington,

which despite not having
qualified for the Super Eight
since 2003 before this year,
remains tied with Reading for
the most appearances by a pub-
lic school (13). The Spy Pon-
ders were a great choice for
inclusion; they lost three out
of four at one point in Janu-
ary, but were unbeaten outside
of that stretch.

8. Reading Rockets (12-3-
7, 31 points; plus-47 goal dif-
ferential; ELIMINATED)

Quite a few ties, which are
better than losses, but why
aren’t they wins? The MIAA
needs to at least institute a 5
minute overtime period at the
end of regulation, but that’s
another story for another time.
Reading had a strange season,
starting out 3-1-5 but playing
itself right back into the con-
versation with a 9-2-2 finish.
It’s a bit odd to me the Rock-
ets chose to exclude a game vs.
BC High during the regular
season; knowing full well you
could have to face them in the
Super Eight, what sort of
mixed message is that? Ulti-
mately, I think it was the right
choice by the committee to
give them a shot at the play-
in, which they lost 4-3 (in a
shootout) to Central Catholic.

9. Central Catholic Raid-
ers (14-7-1, 29 points; plus-35
goal differential)

Remember the notion of “4
1/2 publics” from earlier? Cen-
tral plays in the Dual County/
Merrimack Valley League 1,
with six public schools...and
the Raiders. So it plays in a
public league, hence the half.
Central had a high number of
losses (for Div. 1A purposes)
but its best player, Jake Wise,
was away for several games
while representing Team USA
at the junior Olympics in
Lillehammer, Norway. He’s
back now, and with a win over
Reading in the play-in, it’s
hard to quibble with their in-
clusion.

10. Hingham Harbormen
(11-8-3, 25 points; plus-27
goal differential)

The Harbormen had the
same exact record as last sea-
son, when they were snubbed;
was this a makeup call?
Hingham did have the No. 7
strength of schedule in the
state and wound up playing
every team ranked above
them except for BC High and
Burlington. . .going 0-7
against said teams until its
win over Arlington on Mon-
day night. I personally would
have gone with a Bay State
Conference team, the
Framingham Flyers (14-3-5,
33 points; plus-34 goal differ-
ential). But Hingham backed
up its inclusion with a win
over Arlington, so I guess
there’s no major griping to be
done about this year’s Super
Eight field.
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Three straight years, the
Norwood girls basketball pro-
gram has qualified for the Div.
2 South tournament.

For a second year in a row,
the Mustangs (14-6) have
earned the right to host a tour-
nament game.

There’s no active streak
for Norwood winning a tour-
nament game, however.
They’ll be looking to change
that tonight vs. the Dartmouth
Indians at 6:30 p.m. at
Norwood High School in a
No. 5 vs. No. 12 match-up.

In each of the last two sea-
sons, the Mustangs have lost
their opening round tourna-
ment game, by a single pos-

NHS Girls Basketball team still looking for
tournament success, despite postseason pedigree

JakJakJakJakJake Lee Lee Lee Lee Levinvinvinvinvin
Staff Reporter

session both times. The 2013-
14 team fell 47-45 to the
Sharon Eagles, a Hockomock
League team, on the road and
last winter’s outfit was upset
53-50 by the Hingham
Harbormen (Patriot League)
at home.

“It is a huge motivating
factor,” said Norwood head
coach Amy Lepley, an assis-
tant with each of the past two
teams, on the way the last two
seasons have ended. She’s try-
ing to get over the hump all
the same as the Mustangs’
nucleus that’s been playing
together for the past three
years. “That was one of our
goals this year, to get a home
game and make a run in the
tournament. The girls have
not forgotten about losing the

last two years and they do not
want to feel that this year.”

Norwood enters the tour-
nament coming off a 68-49
win over the Milton Wildcats
in the season finale, but still
3-4 over its last seven games
after an 11-2 start. Originally
slated to be the season opener,
Lepley is thrilled with the way
things worked out for the
Milton game to be played last
week instead. Rather than
heading into the postseason
on a two-game losing streak
with 17 days between games,
the Mustangs will have had
just a nine-day layoff and a
19-point victory as its most re-
cent memory.

“Milton is a tough and
well-coached team, so we by
no means thought it was go-

ing to be an easy win,” said
Lepley. “However, it gave us
an opportunity to regroup and
work on some things going
into the tournament. It also al-
lowed us to not have such a
long layover between the end
of the season and the tourna-
ment, so that was a bonus as
well.”

Dartmouth, an Old Colony
League team, has virtually no
history with Norwood. Lepley
doesn’t believe that the ano-
nymity is an advantage, per
se, but is still a fan that the
teams don’t really know one
another.

“We know that Dartmouth
is a very good team,” she said.
“They have some post players
that are very skilled and they
have some good shooters. I

think we match up pretty well
with them, but we are going
to need to focus on boxing out
and trying to score easy bas-
kets in transition.

“I like that we have no his-
tory with them because it is
starting the tournament with
a clean slate.”

Meghan Reen, who scored
the 1,000th point of her career
in a win over Walpole on Feb.
11, is leading the Mustangs in
scoring yet again, averaging
16.7 points per game (PPG).
Maura O’Neill, Kaylin Reen,
Krista Bradley and Ally
Copponi are all averaging be-
tween six and eight points per
game, giving Lepley a wide
variety of secondary scoring
threats-and more importantly,
keeping other teams guessing
as to who to focus in on after
Meghan.

The majority of those play-
ers, along with other contribu-
tors such as Alyssa Chamber-
lain and Hannah Benson, are
veterans of the last two
postseason defeats (Kaylin
Reen, a sophomore, is the
only player who wasn’t on the
roster for the game vs.
Sharon).

Lepley finds the experi-
ence her roster has in the
postseason a major plus, de-
spite the fact that there isn’t a
win to show for (yet).

“Experience in the tourna-
ment is invaluable and we
have girls who have played
significant minutes in the pre-
vious two tournament games,”
said Lepley. “The atmosphere
is something that is very spe-
cial and I think they now
know what to expect. Those
who have been there have the
have the ability to take those
who haven’t ‘under their
wings’ and lead them and
calm their nerves.”

Should the Mustangs get
past the Indians, the potential
exists for a chance at revenge
in Round 2: No. 4 Hingham
and No. 13 Plymouth North
lineup on the same side of the
bracket as the Norwood-
Dartmouth game and should
each home team prevail, the
Mustangs will travel to the
Hingham at some point this
weekend for a Div. 2 South
quarterfinal showdown.

In order to exact said re-
venge, Norwood first must en-
sure that the third time is, in-
deed, the charm.

All updates for tonight’s
game will be provided on my
Twitter feed,
@JakeLevin477, so be sure to
check that out and follow
what’s happening with the
Mustangs.

Junior center Ally Copponi, No. 55, is part of a large group of Mustangs that have postseason experience over the past two seasons. Unfortu-
nately for Norwood, it's been a quick exit each season, with first round losses to Sharon and Hingham by a combined five points.

PHOTO BY JAKE LEVIN

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE NORWOOD RECORD

695 TRUMAN PKWY.,SUITE B103
HYDE PARK, MA 02136

TEL: (781)  769-1725
FAX: (781) 501-5611

EMAIL:
NEWS@NORWOODRECORD.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.

p r e v i o u s  f e w  s e a s o n s
w o u l d  h a v e  l o s t .
Handedly,  a t  that .

T h e  M u s t a n g s ’  f a t e
wil l  be  decided long be-
fore  you open this  paper
today.

Yo u  c o u l d  c h a n c e  i t

and show up at Norwood
High  tomorrow n igh t  a t
6:30 p.m., or at the same
time at Randolph High, to
see  i f  t he re  a re  p laye r s
d o n n i n g  b l u e  a n d  g o l d
uniforms warming up.

I f  for  whatever  reason

Boys Hoopscontinued from page 10
t h e  2 0 1 6  B a y  S t a t e
Confe rence-Herge t  Di -
v i s i o n  c h a m p i o n s  a r e
absent  f rom both  gyms,
y o u  c a n  b e  c e r t a i n  o f
one thing:  the  Mustangs
didn’ t  fear  the i r  oppo-
nent  las t  n ight .
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DEATHS

SECTION A - ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
TOWN OF NORWOOD, MA

Sealed bids will be received up to 11:00 A.M.(Verizon time), March 24, 2016, in the
Purchasing Department, Norwood Town Hall, 566 Washington Street, 3rd Floor,
Norwood, MA 02062 for the following Public Project:

“Furnish and Install a Roof Harness System at the Norwood DPW Facility”

The complete bid package may be obtained in the Purchasing Department during
regular business hours or may be downloading online by registering at: https://
bids.norwoodma.gov. The bid must be filled out and signed as directed herein, sealed
in an opaque envelope addressed to the Purchasing Department, endorsed with the
name and address of the bidder, and marked, “Roof Harness System, CONTRACT
#NPW-16-03”. This is a re-bid of NPW-16-02.

Bids will be valid only when accompanied by:

1. A certified check or bid bond, by a surety company qualified to do business in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts satisfactory to the awarding authority in favor of
the Town of Norwood and equal to at least five percent (5%) of the total bid price
must be submitted with the Bid.

The successful bidder shall, within ten (10) days of notification of award furnish the
Town a performance bond and a payment bond in an amount equal to fifty percent
(50%) of the award.

Bids shall be prepared, considered, and the contract awarded in accordance with all
statutes governing such contracts (MGL Chapter 30 and Chapter 149 as amended).
Every General Bid shall be on forms furnished by the Town. Bids submitted on other
forms may be rejected. The award of the contract shall be made within 30 working
days after the opening of General Bids, Saturdays, and Sundays excluded.

An award will not be made to a Contractor who is not properly equipped to undertake
and complete the work. The right is reserved to waive any informality and to reject
any or all bids or any part of any bid in accordance with the provisions of MGL as
amended.

The Town of Norwood notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively insure that minority
business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to
this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
creed or national origin in consideration for an award.

The successful bidder shall be required to submit documentation that all
employees to be employed in the work subject to this bid have successfully
completed a course in construction safety and health approved by the United
States Occupational Safety and Health Administration that is at least 10 hours in
duration. Any employee found on a worksite subject to this section without
documentation of successful completion of a course in construction safety and health
approved by the United States Occupational Safety and Health Administration that is
at least 10 hours in duration shall be subject to immediate removal.

Wages are subject to minimum wage rates under the provisions of Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter 149, Section 26 to 27D inclusive, as most recently amended.

The right is reserved to reject any or all bids or to accept any part of a bid or the one
deemed best for the Town. Questions can be addressed to Catherine Carney, Contract
Administrator, Town of Norwood, at (781) 762-1240, Ext. 106 or 107. A planholders’
list can be obtained on the Town’s website: www.norwoodma.gov.

BY: John J. Carroll, General Manager

Norwood Record, 3/3/16

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

Grateful thanks. —J.R.G.

The Record Book

DAVOCK
Jane F. (Finneran), 85, of

Norwood, on Feb. 26. Beloved
daughter of the late Laurence and
Anne (Fitzpatrick) Finneran. Be-
loved wife for 52 years of the late
James E. Davock Sr. Devoted
mother of Jane Anne Collins and
her husband Michael of
Libertyville, Ill., Mary Elizabeth
Knapp and her husband John of
Barrington, Ill., James E. Davock
Jr. and wife Denise of Medway,
and William P. Davock and his
wife Kristine of Cumberland, R.I.
Cherished grandmother of Ryan
and Brendan Collins, Patrick,
Sean, and Kevin Knapp, James
III, Connor, Trevor, and Aidan
Davock, Elizabeth, William, and
Christopher Davock. Loving
great-grandmother of Max, Alex,
and Portia Zanchi, and Maeve
Collins. Sister of Edward C.
Finneran of Brigantine, N.J., and
the late James J. Finneran. Also
survived by many nieces and
nephews. Jane was a volunteer at
Norwood Hospital for many
years, and active parishioner for
over 50 years at St Timothy’s
Church. Funeral arrangements by
the Gillooly Funeral Home, 126
Walpole St. (Rt. 1A) Norwood.
Interment Highland Cemetery,
Norwood. Expressions of sympa-
thy in Jane’s memory may be
made to Countryside Healthcare
Activities Dept., 1 Countryside
Dr., Milford.

GOBBI
Nunzio A. of Norwood, on

Feb. 23. WWII Navy Veteran.

Devoted father of Michael Gobbi
of Norwood, Christine Gobbi of
Canton, Deborah Gobbi of
Norwood. Grandfather of
Chauna, Tina and Crystal. Great
grandfather of Miles and Kayla.
Brother of Anna Gobbi of
Dedham, Julia Gobbi of
Westwood, Connie Leonardis of
Woburn, Mary Lucy Murphy of
Avon, and the late Frank Gobbi.
Also survived by several nieces
and nephews. Funeral arrange-
ments by the George F. Doherty
and Sons, Wilson-Cannon Fu-
neral Home, 456 High St.,
Dedham. Interment Brookdale
Cemetery, Dedham.

KEEFE
Lucy Mae (Foster), 92, of

Norwood, on Feb. 28.  Daughter
of the late Noel and Annie (Dias)
Foster.  Beloved wife of the late
Charles M. Keefe.  Devoted
mother of Richard Keefe and his
wife Patricia of So. Weymouth,
Paul Keefe and his partner Kevin
Bilotas of Boston, and John Keefe
and his wife Jenny Schubert of
So. Portland, Maine.  Sister of
Noel Foster and his late wife
Betty of Peabody and sister of the
late Eleanor Foster.  Aunt of Su-
san Foster of Wakefield, Paula
Foster of Peabody, Gail Cullen of
Stoneham, and Jeanne Hailer and
Charles Webb both of Kailua, Ha-

waii.  Also survived by her sister
in-law Evelyn Levine of Kailua,
Hawaii.  Funeral arrangements on
Thursday March 3 from the
Gillooly Funeral Home, 126
Walpole St. (Rt. 1A) Norwood.
Interment Highland Cemetery,
Norwood. Visiting hours Wednes-
day 4 – 8 p.m. Expressions of
sympathy in Lucy’s memory may
be made to The MSPCA-Angell,
350 So. Huntington Ave., Jamaica
Plain, MA 02130

McDONOUGH
Maureen J. (O’Sullivan), 81,

formerly of Norwood, on Feb. 25.
Beloved daughter of the late
James and Julia (Conroy)
O’Sullivan. Beloved wife of the
late James J. “Jaja” McDonough
Jr. Devoted mother of James J.
McDonough, III, of Washington,
Michael McDonough of Foxboro,
John McDonough of Quincy,
Nancy Scarnici and her husband
Larry of Quincy, and the late
Kevin McDonough. Cherished
grandmother of Kevin, Sean, and
Lauren McDonough, Jennifer and
Lorenzo Scarnici, and Ji, Grace,
and Karen McDonough. Loving
great-grandmother of Aubree
McDonough. Sister of Eileen
Flood of Bourne, Denis
O’Sullivan of Mansfield, Brian
O’Sullivan of Norton, and the late
James O’Sullivan. Funeral ar-

rangements by the Gillooly Fu-
neral Home, 126 Walpole St. (Rt.
1A) Norwood. Interment High-
land Cemetery. Expressions of
sympathy in her memory may be
made to The Wounded Warrior
Project, P.O. Box 758517, To-
peka, KS 66675 or at
www.woundedwarriorproject.org.

O’NEILL
Dorothy B. (Barnard)

“Dottie,” 94, formerly of
Norwood, on Feb. 23. Loving
mother of Eleanor G. Holderried
and her husband Leo of Medfield,
and the late James A. O’Neill.
Cherished grandmother of seven,
great-grandmother of 10 and
great-great-grandmother of one.
Sister of the late Alfred J. Barnard
and Mary Lou LeShane. Also sur-
vived by a niece and three neph-
ews and many great nieces and
nephews. Former wife of the late
George M. O’Neill. All services
are private at the request of the
family. In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made to: the
American Diabetes Association,
10 Speen Street, Framingham,
MA 01701. Arrangements by
James H. Delaney & Son Funeral
Home, Walpole.

SCANLON
Mary F. (Maguire), 87, of

Norwood, on Feb. 22. Beloved

wife of the late William D.
Scanlon. Devoted mother of
Mark F. Scanlon and his wife
Mary Arlene of Merrimack, N.H.,
Gary M. Scanlon of Foxboro and
Neil W. Scanlon of Plymouth. Sis-
ter of Barbara Harkins of Lynn,
Helen Carley of Roslindale and
the late William Maguire and
Edna Ward. Cherished grand-
mother of Joshua, Alexander,
Daniel and Lydia. Mary was a
former member of the Norwood
Irish Music Club and the
Norwood Catholic Women’s
Club. Funeral arrangements by
the Kraw-Kornack Funeral
Home, 1248 Washington St.,
Norwood. Burial will be High-
land Cemetery Norwood. In lieu
of flowers donations may be made
in her name to the American Can-
cer Society, 30 Speen St.,
Framingham, MA 01701.

VENEDAM
Eleanor L., 72, of Norwood,

on Feb. 14. Daughter of the late
Walter Charles and Rose C.
(Hender) Venedam. Sister of
Charles W. Venedam of Leesburg,
Fla. and the late Eileen Rehm and
Theresa Chubbuck. Aunt of
Charles F. Venedam of Arlington,
Va. Funeral arrangements by the
Kraw-Kornack Funeral Home,
1248 Washington St., Norwood.
At the request of the family burial
will be private. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made in her
name to the American Cancer So-
ciety 30 Speen Street
Framingham, MA 01701.

 SHOW YOUR MUSTANG
LOVE!

On Friday March 18 from 7:30-
11 p.m. at the Norwood Elks Club,
152 Winslow Ave., join us for some
fun sharing live music and lite bites,
while showing your support for our
Mustangs benefiting the Boys
Hockey and Lacrosse teams of
Norwood High. Tickets are $20 pp
in advance, $25 at the door. For tick-
ets call Pauline @781-801-4844 or
pmakmccue@gmaill.com

TAIZE WORSHIP AT FIRST
PARISH OF WESTWOOD

First Parish of Westwood will
offer a Taize service on Saturday,
March 5 at 6 p.m.  Everyone is in-
vited to the Meeting House at 248
Nahatan St. for this meditative wor-
ship experience, inspired by the ecu-
menical community in Taize, France.
This is a wonderful chance to stop,
reflect, and take a break from our
hectic lives – to move closer to God
amid candles, music, fellowship, and
the Holy Spirit. Join us at this spe-
cial, ecumenical worship experience,
where meditative singing and peri-
ods of silence encourage a contem-
plative state.  All you need to bring
is yourself…for you are enough.

BALCH SCHOOL
ITALIAN DINNER

On Friday, March 11 from 5:30
-7:30 p.m., the Balch School is hold-
ing its annual Italian Dinner.  This
wonderful family event has been a
tradition at the school for many
years.  Our 5th graders will be serv-
ing our guests as waiters/waitresses,
host/hostess, and pastry chefs. Please
join us for dinner with family and

friends.   The cost of the event is $5
per person which includes pizza,
salad, beverage, coffee and dessert!!
Soda will be sold separately.  There
will also be raffles!!  All proceeds
from this event go towards the 5th
grade class end of the year events
which include yearbooks, T-shirts
and party!

SPORTS INFO NIGHT
Norwood High Athletic Depart-

ment is having a Spring Sports In-
formation Night on Tuesday, March
8, 2016 at 7 p.m. in the performing
arts center.  All spring athletes and a
parent/guardian are required to at-
tend.

DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS
FUNDRAISER

The Norwood Scholarship
Foundation Dollars for Scholars will
be hosting a fundraiser on Saturday,
March 5. It will be a Trivia Night at
the VFW at 193 Dean St., Norwood.
The event starts at 7 p.m. and the cost
is $20 per person to reserve a table
of 10. Please call Patty Griffin Starr
at 781-551-0509, or email
pgriffstarr19@yahoo.com. Prizes,
raffles and munchies and lots of fun.

PROPERTY TAX R
EDUCTION FOR SENIORS

The Town of Norwood provides
opportunities for Norwood senior
citizens who meet certain criteria to
reduce their property tax by work-
ing in a Town department. The
Norwood Human Resources Depart-
ment is currently accepting applica-
tions from interested seniors for the
FY17 tax year. Additional informa-
tion can be found on the Town’s
website at www.norwoodma.gov
under the links for JOBS. Informa-
tion is also available by visiting the
Town Hall or the Norwood Senior
Center.

FREE PLAY GROUPS
FROM NORWOOD
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Norwood Public Schools, Coor-
dinated Family and Community En-

The Record Book
Continued on page 16
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Police Logs
MONDAY FEB 22
1018 phone - Vandalism *complaint/

summons Location/address: Village
Road W Report feces left on entry
way.

1118 phone - Animal complaint NACO/
WACO notified Location/address:
Charlwell Nursing Home - Walpole St
Report of a dog running around.

1133 phone - Parking violation services
rendered Location/address: Oolah Ave
Vehicle left in front of the dumpster.
Owner /resident located and will move
it.

1138 ini t iated -  Animal complaint
NACO/WACO notified Location/ad-
dress: Walpole St N667 flagged down
and receives a report of a loose dog.
N.A.C.O. notified. 1141 hrs—owner
came out and took dog into home.

1537 other - Be on the lookout services
rendered Location: [ded] Bolo for MA
pc 978gr8 stolen in last hour from a
garage at 431 Washington St.  Keys in
it as it was in for service.

1644 phone - Assist citizen assisted
party Location/address: Pleasant St
Caller reports that his son damaged his
property earlier today. N677 reports
there is no damage, that party was ad-
vised of his options.

1853 phone - Noise complaint services
rendered Location/address: Endicott
St  Cal ler  reports  loud neighbor.
Neighbor refused to speak with Offic-
ers but turned the TV down. Caller
advised.

2051 initiated - Motor vehicle stop
*arrest(s)made Location/address:
Earle St + Eisenhower Rd N677 at-
tempted to stop MA pc 6lha70 which
hit n492. NFD notified and responded.
N677 placed one party under arrest.
N665 transported him to the station.
Negoshian’s towed MA pc 6lha70. Ar-
rest: Adams, Walter Address: 153
Neponset St Norwood, Ma Age: 36
Charges: stop for police, fail stop/
yield, fail to speeding Negligent op-
eration of motor vehicle A&b with
dangerous weapon

TUESDAY FEB 23
0103 phone - Well being chk spoken to

Location/address: Monroe St Caller
requesting well-being check on his
roommate who he claims was drink-
ing and out of control when he left.
N666,n669 responded and woke the
resident up. He was fine and wasn’t
aware his roommate was gone or any
issues.

0854 initiated - Warrant of apprehensio
*arrest(s)made Location/address:
Norwood Hospital - Washington St
Prisoner transported from Norwood
Hospital to Dedham COURT.si mi
72644 @1022 en mi 72649 @ 1025

1157 phone - Message delivery legal ser-
vice made Location/address: Neponset
St N677 attempts service of suspen-
sion/revocation notice. N677 Reports
no answer.  N677 responded to
Negoshian’s towing and seized MA pc
plates 6lha70 and will file follow-up
report Under 16-110-ar.

1410 walk-in - Assist citizen services ren-
dered Location/address: Cross St N667
stands by while personal belongings
are retrieved.

1518 phone - Phone harassment spoken
to Location/address: A1 Cleaners -
Walpole St Business keeps getting calls
asking owner for his social security
number. N666 reports he is a new
owner of business and he will have tele-
phone number blocked.

1524 phone - Assist citizen services ren-
dered Location/address: Neponset St
Resident reports maintenance was in
her apartment without permission. Both
parties spoken to, matter was resolved.

1600 walk-in - Assist citizen services ren-
dered Location/address: Garfield Ave
Party believes that the ATM he used
may have a card scanner.

1701 Walk-in - larceny *report filed Lo-
cation/address: Shaw St Walk in party

reports that a package was stolen off
of his porch.

WEDNESDAY FEB 24
0812 phone - Larceny *report filed Lo-

cation/address: Norwest Dr Report
cash missing from safe.

0912 phone - Larceny *report filed Lo-
cation/address: Village Rd E Caller re-
ports tires missing from his automobile.

1028 phone - Warrant of apprehension
*arrest(s)made Location/address:
Norwood Hospital - Washington St
N665 places subject under arrest and
transports directly to Dedham District
Court s/m 72688 1117 hrs., e/m 72693
1129 Hrs.

1308 phone - Susp activity spoken to Lo-
cation/address: Cameron Rd + Eaton
Rd Caller reports a suspicious subject.
Officer spoke with party who is an em-
ployee of the Norwood Light Depart-
ment.

1410 walk-in - Forge/counterf *report
filed Location/address: Service Master
- Lenox St Report utterance of a false
check.

1428 other - Assist citizen *report filed
Location/address:  Norwest  Dr
N679,n678,as S.R.O.’s., and Riverside
community services conduct an inves-
tigation and n678 to file report.

1914 phone - Well being chk gone on ar-
rival Location/address: Roosevelt Ave
+ Jefferson Dr Caller reports a female
in her twenties sitting on the sidewalk
crying. Units spoke to the caller, party
was goa.

2021 911 - Well being chk services ren-
dered Location/address: Gay St Con-
fused elderly female. Officer located
roommate, advised.

THURSDAY FEB 25
0037 911 - Assist citizen services ren-

dered Location/address: Cottage St
Caller reports that a tree fell onto her
parked vehicle. Building maintenance
notified.

0535 phone - Well being chk services ren-
dered Location/address: Savin Ave Son
called with concern for his father. Son
received a message that his father
wasn’t feeling well on 2/24/16 at 2345
hrs. N664 confirms that party is home
and doing fine.

0746 phone - Larceny *report filed Lo-
cation/address: Norwood Hospital -
Washington St Security reports a past
larceny from gift shop.

0835 initiated - Citizens complaint State
DPW/Norwood DPW no Location/ad-
dress: Nichols St + Shattuck Pk Rd
N678 reports the speed limit sign is ly-
ing on the ground.

0857 walk-in - Building check services
rendered Location/address: Walpole St
Walk in party reports her parents alarm
at their home went off last night. When
she went by the home in the morning
the front door was open and she would
like an officer to search the home. Units
report all is clear.

0910 walk-in - Malicious damage *report
filed Location/address: Yew Dr Walk
in party states her vehicle was damaged
over night.

0920 other - Parking violation spoken to
Location/address: Tom’s Auto Body -
Central St DPW reports shop workers
park cars that are in for service in front
of the gate to the town cemetery. N662
informed workers to discontinue this
practice.

1107 911 - Well being chk *report filed
Location/address: Savin Ave Caller
states she is making a medication de-
livery but can not get a hold of party.
Caller states she just spoke customer
30 minutes earlier. Officers search
home, were unable to locate subject.
Made contact with her via phone, she
was at a doctor’s appointment.

1123 phone - Well being chk spoken to
Location/address: Hill St Caller reports
she has been unable to make contact
with sister. Officer able to make con-
tact with sister. Her phone is not work-

ing. Caller notified.
1154 phone - Road hazard removed haz-

ard Location: Neponset Street off ramp
Caller states she observed a pink blan-
ket that looks like a lump. The blanket
is located on the passenger side of 95
north off ramp for Neponset Street. Of-
ficer reports blanket has been removed.

1318 walk-in - Assist citizen services ren-
dered Location/address: Melville Ave
Walk in party requesting assistance get-
ting some belongings per 209a order,
modified section paragraph. N669 set
up same for 1900 hrs.

1736 phone - Susp activity gone on ar-
rival Location/address: Washington St
+ Guild St Report of a white male with
maroon jacket possibly dealing drugs.

1813 walk-in - Assist citizen services ren-
dered Location/address: East Coast
Ruckus - Melville Ave Officer stood by
while party retrieved personal items.

1845 phone - Well being chk area search
negative Location/address:  East
Vernon St Caller requested well being
check of a resident at above address.
No one by that name lives at above ad-
dress.

2106 phone - Susp activity *report filed
Location/address: Rock St Norwood
Fire transport to the hospital.

2140 911 - Susp activity spoken to Loca-
tion/address: Andrews St Resident re-
ports a suspicious party riding a bi-
cycle. Party checked, ok.

FRIDAY FEB 26
0139 initiated - Motor vehicle stop

*arrest(s)made Location/address:
Norwood Park South Iii - Norwood Pk
S + Bos-Prov Hwy Ma. Reg # 3ra923 -
as a result 1 male under arrest for out-
standing warrant. Arrest: Soto, Felipe
Amadeo Address: 30 Bicknell St apt.
#20 Boston, ma Age: 22 Charges: war-
rant arrest

0435 911 - Susp activity services ren-
dered Location/address: Sw Sector -
Morse St Caller concerned as she heard
a bang and found her door to the home
wide open. N663,n664 responded and
checked the door and surrounding area,
no forced entry. They believe door was
not shut tightly and blew open with the
wind. Caller satisfied.

1032 phone - Warrant of apprehension
*arrest(s)made Location/address:
Norwood Hospital - Washington St
N665 places subject under arrest and
transports directly to Dedham District
Court.

1400 phone - Serve summons legal ser-
vice made Location/address: Bradford
Dr N667 gave a copy to the father of
the witness. Faxed back return of ser-
vice to court.

1504 phone - Susp activity *report filed
Location/address: Jefferson Dr Ongo-
ing issue at the home with neighbor-
hood teens.

1515 phone - Kids gathering gone on ar-
rival Location/address: Mcdonalds -
Broadway St Manager reports a large
group of kids will not leave after being
asked to do so.

1614 phone - Assist citizen civil matter Lo-
cation/address: Coach Ln Caller seeking
advice regarding a breach of contract.
N666 advised him of his options.

1823 phone - Susp person gone on arrival
Location/address: Walnut Ave + Walpole
St Report of a male party walking into
traffic.

1900 phone - Susp activity services ren-
dered Location/address: savers - Bos-
Prov Hwy Caller reports another cus-
tomer is possibly shoplifting. N677 re-
ports a search of that party and surveil-
lance tapes do not support that claim.
Employee requested that customer be
escorted off the property, n677 assisted.

2052 phone - Hit and run *report filed Lo-
cation/address: Bamboo Cafe - Washing-
ton St Employee reports a past hit and
run that occurred on Upland Road.

2247 other - Susp vehicle police & fire no-
tified/r Location/address: Washington St
Report of a red two door Honda that is

occupied and parked for a long time. Pos-
sible medical issue. NFD notified and re-
sponded. N661 reports that party was
sleeping, checked ok and sent on his way.

SATURDAY FEB 27
0101 911 - Disturbance spoken to Loca-

tion/address: Washington St Caller re-
ports yelling going on in apartment#5
down stairs. N666,n665 responded and
spoke with tenants and advised. They will
quiet down for the evening.

0247 911 - Disturbance spoken to Loca-
tion/address: Washington St Caller com-
plaining of noise.n666,n665 responded
and spoke with her and other tenants in
#5. There appears to be a tenant dispute
between them and were advised to speak
with landlord.

0334 911 - Well being chk services ren-
dered Location/address: Mobil Gas - Rte
1/Dean - Bos-Prov Hwy + Dean St Caller
reports party stopped at light and appears
to be asleep. N663,n677 responded and
spoke to party who was over tired and
fell asleep at light. Officers transported
him home.

0434 phone - susp activity spoken to Lo-
cation/address: Home Depot - Bos-Prov
Hwy Caller reports Uhaul van is at good-
will bin taking stuff Out. N664 dis-
patched. Parties were dropping stuff off,
not taking stuff.

0843 phone - Larceny *report filed Loca-
tion/address: Adams St Caller reports that
his bicycle was stolen from outside of
his house. N678 recovered a different bi-
cycle at this address.

1254 phone - Susp vehicle gone on arrival
Location/address: Hill St + Roosevelt
Ave Caller reports that an occupied ve-
hicle is parked outside of her house.

1510 walk-in - Assist citizen *report filed
Location: Medfield Walk in party seek-
ing advice on private pictures.

1518 phone - Well being chk services ren-
dered Location/address: Wickham Way
Caller requests a check of a female neigh-
bor. Party was spoken to, all is well.

1828 911 - Well being chk police & fire
notified/r Location/address: Garden
Pkwy Caller reports a confused elderly
neighbor. NFD responded and evaluated
that party, she refused transport.

2155 phone - Susp vehicle spoken to Lo-
cation/address: Eden St Report of a dark
colored sedan that is flashing its lights
suspiciously. N664 reports they checked
ok and were sent on their way.

2205 phone - Noise complaint services ren-
dered Location/address: Walnut Ave
Neighbor reports loud music. N661 made
entry to that residence with the landlord,
apartment was unoccupied, alarm clock
turned off.

2242 phone - Susp vehicle spoken to Lo-
cation/address: Croydon Rd + Harrow
Rd Report of parties entering and exit-
ing two parked vehicles. N665 reports
they checked ok and were sent on their
way.

SUNDAY FEB 28
0057 initiated - Susp vehicle services ren-

dered Location/address: St Joseph Ave
Pc MA 2cd587 Checked ok.

0139 phone - Assist other agency services
rendered Location/address: Lincoln St
Stoughton police requested stop and id
of pc MA 3mw283. vehicle located, sub-
jects identified and Stoughton Police
notified.

1708 911 - Assist citizen gone on arrival
Location/address: Home Depot - Bos-
Prov Hwy Caller received a text message
from a family member who stated that
they were stuck inside the Home Depot,
but thought it may be a prank. N663
spoke with the manager who reported
no such issues. N663 canvassed the
building, that party was not on scene.

2222 911 - Complaint of mv gone on ar-
rival Location/address: Walnut Ave
Resident reports two vehicles that ap-
peared to be racing each other travel-
ing towards Walpole Street. No de-
scription provided.



 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15The Norwood RecordMarMarMarMarMarch 3,  20ch 3,  20ch 3,  20ch 3,  20ch 3,  201111166666

SENIOR NEWS
ARTS & CRAFTS: Offered every

first Thursday of each month at 11 a.m.
BASIC COMPUTER COURSE: A

four-part  basic computer course is fre-
quently offered to those who wish to
learn how to use a computer. Sign-up at
the front desk. New class will be an-
nounced soon.

BINGO: Every Wednesday, from
12:45 to 3 p.m. $5 to get started.  We
have begun a new game, for $1 with a
winner take all prize!  You must be here
by 12:45 p.m. to play the new game!

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC:
Hellenic Health Care will be available
for blood pressure screening on the first
Wednesday of each month.  Ellis Nurs-
ing Home will offer blood pressure
screening on the second Wednesday of
each month. The Walpole VNA will pro-
vide blood pressure screening on the third
Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m.

BOOK CLUB: Our next Book Club
will be meeting on March 21 at 10 a.m.

BRIDGE: Our Bridge Club meets on

Thursdays at 9:15 a.m. in the Library. The
Tuesday group has been cancelled.

COMPUTER CLUB: The Com-
puter Club meets every Wednesday at 1
p.m.

CRIBBAGE: Our seniors meet ev-
ery Monday at 12:45 p.m. to play crib-
bage.

DIABETES WORKSHOP: The
Diabetes Workshop Thursday, March 24
at 11 a.m.

EXCEL CLASSES: Excel classes
have resumed. Please sign up.

FOOT DOCTOR:  Dr. Cormier will
be here Tuesday, March 15 and 29 from
8:30 a.m.-noon.

GLEE CLUB:  Glee Club meets ev-
ery Tuesday at 11:15 a.m.

HANDCRAFTERS: Handcrafters
meet every Monday from 1 to 3 p.m.

LINE DANCE: Classes are held
each Tuesday. Class will be held from 1

to 2 p.m.
MASSAGE THERAPIST: Karen

Tracy is here on the first Monday of each
month. Please sign up at front desk. Mas-
sages are $30 for half an hour.

NORWOOD RETIRED MEN’S
CLUB:  The Board of Directors meet
on the first Tuesday of each month at
10:30 a.m. at the Senior Center (Except
July and August). The Club Membership
meets the second Tuesday of each month
at the Norwood Elks Lodge, at 10 a.m.

POETRY CLUB: Is held on the third
Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m., Fa-
cilitated by Nancy from the Library, March
16.

SCRABBLE:  Thursday afternoon at
1 p.m.  Come and join us for a game.

SHINE: Our SHINE Counselor, Carol,
is here to help you with your medical in-
surance needs on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. -
2 p.m. Please call 781-762-1201 for an ap-

pointment.
TRIAD: March 21 at 1 p.m.
WATER COLOR: The next session

is scheduled for Thursday, March 10 at 9
a.m.  Payment of $20.00 must be made at
time of signup.

WHIST: Whist players meet on Tues-
days at 12:45 p.m. in the library.

WHIST PARTY:  Whist parties will
be held on the fourth Friday of each month
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.   

MARCH EVENTS   COA Board
Meeting March 3 at 1 p.m.   Gary High-
lander March 10 at 1 p.m. Creation of the
US Presidency   St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
w/ Entertainment March 14 noon-2:30 p.m.
Sponsored by Sen. Rush and Rep. Rogers  
TRIAD March 21 at 1 p.m.   Tea Tasting
Epoch of Sharon March 24 at 11 a.m.

Friends of the COA Dance March 18
7-10 p.m. Dave Valerio   Mini-Bus Trips

Tuesday, March 8- University Station
Tuesday, March 15-Plainridge Tuesday,
March 22-Kohls Tuesday, March 29–
Cracker Barrel/Outlets
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NLB Extreme Internet
is perfect for watching

Netflix, Amazon, Hulu, etc.

+ Free Digital Antenna!!!
Gives you access to up to 32 off-air Boston Channels**

$39.95

JUST NEED INTERNET SERVICE?JUST NEED INTERNET SERVICE?
NLB Extreme (75 Mbps) Internet:

$39.95 /mo. for 12 months! and Free Installation*

We are -“The Local Guys”
*$99 Installation charge applies if service is disconnected within the first 90 days!
NLB Extreme Internet regular rate of $59.95/mo. begins in month 13. Internet speeds vary and are not guaranteed.  
Offer ends 3/31/16
**32 channels that are available over the air from Boston are not guaranteed for all customers. 
Actual channels received depend on location of TV & antenna, as well as construction of house/building. Some of the Channels 
available over the air from Boston are channels 2, 4, 5, 7, 25. 38, 44, 46, 56, 62, 68, ME TV, PBS Create, PBS Kids, PBS World, 
Decades, Laff, WFXT Movies, This TV. The major channels are also in High-Definition!

Call or visit our website today to order!

www.norwoodlight.com
781-948-1120 Sales line open 8AM – 8PM

 “Thank you” from the
Friends of the COA

Final chance to register

On behalf of the Friends
of the Norwood COA we
would like to thank the fol-
lowing Friends who made
our year such a great suc-
cess: Mike Rainey, Steve
a n d  M a r y  F l a h e r t y  a n d
staff of Westbury Farms;
Dave and Sheila Monaghan
and staff of Mug and Muf-
f i n ;  S c o t t  S a m o s e t /
Martinelli, Roche Bros of
Westwood, Costco Inc. of
Dedham;  Di rec tor  Ker r i

McCarthy and Staff of the
Norwood COA; also all the
w o n d e r f u l  p e o p l e  w h o
came to our dances, New
Ye a r ’s  P a r t y  a n d  o t h e r
functions we had.

This is one of the best
Senior Centers around and
all  the above people are
the reason. For those who
h a v e  n e v e r  t r i e d  o u r
monthly dance on the third
Friday of each month, the
cost is ten dollars a person

and that includes refresh-
ments  and pr izes .  Come
and see. It’s your Senior
Center. You just might en-
joy it.

G o o d  H e a l t h ,  G o o d
Luck, God Bless. Sincerely
yours,

    Bill
McCoy

President Friends of
 Norwood COA

The Board of Registrars wishes to
inform the residents of the Town of
Norwood that  a  special  registrat ion
session has been set for the April 4,
2016 Annual Town Election.

An evening special registration ses-
sion will be held at the Municipal Build-
ing, Room 32 on Tuesday, March 15,
2016 from 4 to 8 p.m.

This  i s  the  FINAL REGISTRA-
TION SESSION  prior to the Annual
Town Election.

Daily registration of voters will be

conducted at the Town Clerk’s office,
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m.

A mail-in registration form is now
available at Norwood Morrill Memo-
rial Library and the Norwood Post Of-
fice.

Qualifications to register to vote are
that the applicants must be 18 years old
on or before election day and must ei-
ther be born in the United States or be
a Naturalized Citizen.

gagement Grant (CFCE) are holding registration for four free playgroups
being held at the village center, 82 Roosevelt Ave., Norwood.

24-36 months – Thursdays, 9-10:30 a.m. beginning March 3, 2016, for
12 weeks; 36-48 months – Tuesdays, 9-10:30 a.m. beginning March 1, 2016,
for 12 weeks; 48-60 months – Fridays, 9-10:30 a.m. beginning March 11,
2016, for 12 weeks; and 36-60 months - ESL playgroup - Tuesday after-
noons 12:30-2 p.m. for 12 weeks.  To receive a registration application,
contact Christine Tomasello at ctomasello@norwood.k12.ma.us or call 781-
440-5983.

NORWOOD WOMANS CLUB MEETING
The Norwood Woman’s Club will hold its next meeting at Emmanuel

Lutheran Church Hall at 24 Berwick St. at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 8.
Roger Tincknel returns to entertain us with Irish songs and ballads on a
variety of traditional instruments.  Any questions call Trina Mallet at 781-
762-8173.

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY ARTICLE
Come join us for a Lenten Bible Study at the First Congregational Church

in Norwood continuing through Palm Sunday, March 20.  The Lenten study
will look at the account of Jesus’ last days in the Gospel of John. We’ll meet
in the church parlor at 8:15 a.m., and begin each class with a time of fellow-
ship including coffee, muffins, and bagels.  Each of the Lenten classes will
end with a time of quiet and meditation, as well as the lighting and extin-
guishing of the Lenten candles.

SEEKING ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS
The Norwood High School Athletic Hall of Fame is looking for nomi-

nations for the Class of 2016.
Student-athletes, teams, coaches and special contributors are eligible.

Candidates must meet the following criteria:  Student-athletes must have
graduated from Norwood High School, attended NHS for more than two
years and be 10 years removed from graduation.  Coaches must have worked
at Norwood High for at least seven years and have completed their coach-
ing career.   Teams must have achieved a significant accomplishment.  Spe-
cial contributors are individuals who have made a considerable contribu-
tion of time and energy to Norwood High School Athletics.  For more infor-
mation and nomination forms, see the Norwood High School Athletic De-
partment web page, www.norwoodmustangs.com. Submit nominations in
writing to the Norwood Hall of Fame Committee, Attn: Jonathan Longley,
Athletic Director 245 Nichols Street, Norwood, MA 02062.  The deadline
for nominations is April 30, 2016.  The enshrinement ceremony will be held
in November.
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